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HOTEL LOCATIONS

Our group is split across two hotels, The Osborne Hotel and Hotel La Falconeria. They are an
easy 2 minute walk from each other. Our meeting point will be the hotel lobby. Our bus tour
collection point is a 10 minute walk from our hotels.

Hotel La Falconeria - 2 Minute stroll -

The Osborne Hotel

Osbome Hrf.ep l*O-

La Falconeria Hotel




Monday 13™" October

Lobby Meeting time Meeting Location Tour Finish
09:00am Hotel Lobby 4:00pm
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The Malta Tourism Authority (MTA) are providing 458 Squadron visitors with a bus tour which will
take us to a number of popular tourism sites across Malta. The MTA are very generously the cost of

the tour. Lunch is included.

We will return to our hotels at 4:00pm. Monday night is at your leisure.
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Tuesday 14™" October

Lobby Meeting time Meeting Location Tour Finish
09:30am Hotel Lobby 4:00pm

Our private tour bus will take to our first destination in the nearby city of Birgu. A private tour of the
Malta at War Museum and tunnels has been organised.

Opened in 1940 to accommodate the Combined War Headquarters of all three services
underground to protect it from aerial attack, this complex housed the Fighter Sector Operations
Room used during the Battle for Malta 1940-43 along with other operation rooms and ancillary
facilities. After the end of the war it was used by NATO up to 1977 to track the movement of Soviet
subs in the Mediterranean.

11:30- 13:30 Personal leisure time to explore the stunning surrounds of Birgu, visit the Maritime
museum or find a place by the water for lunch.




Tuesday 14" October (continued)

At 1:30pm we will board our bus at the Malta at War Museum and proceed to the Commonwealth War
Graves locations of Imtarfa Military Cemetery and Capuccini Naval Cemetery where 25 fallen 458
members rest. Almost 6,000 Commonwealth servicemen and women lie buried in Malta's CWGC war
graves or commemorated by name on memorials to the missing. The Commission also cares for more
than 200 war graves of other nationalities in Malta. Almost 4,000 non-war burials, mostly those of
servicemen, their dependents and civilian workers attached to military establishments are also cared
for by the CWGC. We will have a guided tour of these two significant locations.

We will return to our hotels at 4:00pm. Tuesday night is at your leisure.



https://www.cwgc.org/our-work/blog/what-are-commonwealth-war-graves/

Wednesday 15" October

Meeting time Meeting Location Tour Finish
09:00am Hotel Lobby 4:00pm

458 Wreath Laying Ceremony

The Malta War Memorial bears the names of more than 23,000 airmen from around the Commonwealth who
died while on combat missions and who have no known grave. More than 1,500 of the names listed here are from
the United Kingdom, but there are also nearly 750 Australian, Canadian, New Zealand and South African airmen
commemorated on the memorial.

This is a formal event and will have representatives from the Maltese Government, Australian, Canadian and
British High Commission/Embassies.

The Wreath Laying Ceremony will conclude at approximately 10:30am.




Wednesday 15" October (continued)

Between 1030am-2:00pm is an opportunity to spend time reflecting at the memorial or enjoy walking through
the city of Valletta. Enjoy this free time to take in the sights and have lunch in the area.

The Saluting Battery in Malta is a historic site located along Valletta's eastern ramparts, offering spectacular
views of the Grand Harbour. It is known for its daily cannon firings at noon, which commemorate visiting
naval vessels and serve as a public time marker. The battery has been restored and is a popular attraction,
bringing history to life with its ceremonial displays. Visitors can enjoy the vibrant atmosphere and learn
about its significance in protecting the Grand Harbour for over 500 years.

Please make your way to the Lascaris War Rooms and arrive by 13:45pm. Directions will be given in the

morning at our meeting point and it is an easy stroll from the Battery or hotel.




Wednesday 15™" October (continued)

2:00pm-4:30pm

Lascaris War Rooms and Operations Husky

Located 150 feet under the Upper Barracca Gardens and the Saluting Battery in Valletta, the Lascaris War Rooms represent
one of Malta’s best kept secrets from World War Two.

The War Rooms consist of a network of underground tunnels and chambers that housed Britain’s War HQ in Malta from where
the defence of the island against Axis aggression was waged and all offensive operations in the Mediterranean were
directed.

War HO Tunnel Tour

The War Headquarters Tunnels are a vast rock-hewn underground complex situated beneath the Upper Barracca Gardens in
Valletta. Encompassing a total area of 35,000 square meters of tunnelling, it served as the Combined Headquarters for
Britain's three fighting services between August 1940 and May 1943. This included the Royal Navy's Operations Room, the
Royal Artillery Coastal Defence and Anti-aircraft Gun Operation Rooms, and the Royal Air Force's Fighter Operations' and
Filter Rooms.

We will return to our hotels at 4:‘30pm.Wednesdav night is at your leisure.




Thursday 16™ October

Meeting time Meeting Location Tour Finish

11:45am Hotel Lobby 20:30pm

Our private bus will take us to our first stop, the beautiful ancient city of Mdina. Mdina is a fortified
medieval city in the Northern Region of Malta. It was the island's capital from antiquity to the
medieval period. The city is also known as the “Silent City” or Citta Vecchia. It was fortified by the
Phoenicians around 700 BC. The city has a population of about 300 and is annexed to the town of

Rabat.

Enjoy your own time exploring Mdina, put your feet up and have some lunch and take in the scenery.
We will board our bus for a transfer to Luqga Air Field at 3:30pm.




Thursday 16" October (Continued)
4:00pm- 8:00pm

458 Squadron visitors have been formally invited to visit Luga Air Field by Lieutenant Colonel Nicholas
Grech, Commanding Officer Air Wing Malta. Lieutenant Colonel Grech has a wealth of knowledge
regarding 458 Squadron and the history of the base during World War 2. During our visit we will listen to
the incredible stories that Lieutenant Colonel Grech has to share regarding the base, as he also takes us
to historically significant sites across the air field where 458 Squadron were positioned. We have been
extended the warm hospitality of the Air Wing for the afternoon and evening, wrapping up with the ‘Last
Post’. Light dinner is included.

We will return to our hotels by 8:30pm.




Friday 17%" October

Enjoy your last day at your leisure. Take the opportunity to do a harbour cruise around the 3

cities, or visit the stunning island of Gozo. Spend the day lazing by the pool or buy those
important souvenirs to take home with you.

Meeting time Meeting Location Tour Finish

5:15pm Hotel Lobby 22:30pm

458 Squadron Farewell Dinner

Our private bus will take us on the short drive to Birgu for our ‘458 Reunion Farewell Dinner’ at
the magnificent Del Borgo Restaurant. This will be a time for us to enjoy and reflect on ‘the week
that was’, share our stories and enjoy a lovely 3 course dinner and drinks. We will also be hosting

some key guests that were crucial to this Malta Reunion becoming a success.




Essential Travel Advice and Information

Travel Insurance- It is essential you have your own travel insurance. 458 Squadron Journey Leaders do
not take responsibility for any theft, illness, injury or death whilst on this tour. This tour is organised by
the 458 Journey Leaders who are volunteers. If you are traveling alone or would like to share your
travel insurance cover/copies of passports or emergency contacts with the 458 Squadron Journey
Leaders we would encourage you to do so. If you have any medical conditions that you feel may be
important to disclose to your Squadron Journey Leaders, we also encourage you to let us know.

Mobility- If you have mobility issues such as a walker or a wheelchair it is important that you notify the
458 Squadron Journey Leaders as soon as possible. Due to the nature of some of the sites we are
visiting there may be limited accessibility for places such as the Tunnel tours. We will do all possible to
ensure that those with limited mobility will have access to the full itinerary.

Footwear- As we are visiting many locations, it is important to have the right footwear. Ensure you have
the right walking shoes as we will be on all sorts of terrain such as pavement, cobblestone streets and
dirt roads.

Clothing- The daily average temperature is 25°C/71°F, with lows of 18°C/65°F. Whilst it is warm in
October, ensure you bring a jacket for evenings as it can be cool. Bring the essential hat and suncream
and clothes you are comfortable in walking in. As the Wreath Laying Ceremony is formal, please be
mindful to wear appropriate attire. Be sure to bring your medals if you are comfortable.




Essential Travel Advice and Information

Amendments to schedule- This itinerary has been meticulously planned to ensure best value for

money for our 458 Squadron attendees. A lot of personal time and effort has taken place to
coordinate this exciting week. There is zero profit to the Squadron Journey Leaders. We
understand that personal circumstances change and that there may be an event or day that you

inadvertently cannot attend or miss. In these situations, there is no option to receive a part or full
refund for any parts of the itinerary that you may miss due to personal circumstances.

Dietary Requirements- Please inform the Squadron Journey Leaders if you have any allergies or

dietary requirements. We will do our best to accommodate your requests.

Military Precision Timing- Please ensure that each day you arrive at the meeting point on time.

Our daily plans factor in walking time to our bus pick up locations and our schedule is paid for
according to these times. If you feel that you may need a little extra time in getting to our pick up
points or bus locations that’s ok!! Just let us know so we can support you. If there are situations
where someone doesn’t turn up, we will of course be concerned for your welfare and will do all
possible to check on you, that is why sharing your contact details such as a mobile number is
important for everyone. We ask for you to be respectful to each other and ensure that you are on
time.



Total Cost Per Person for the 5 days including all the below
activities is

AUD$365pp

v’ Private Bus Transfers

v’ Entry to Malta at War Museum

v’ Entry to Saluting Battery

v Entry to Lascaris War Rooms and Operation Husky
v' Entry to HQ Tunnel Tour

v' Monday lunch during tour.

v’ Thursday evening dinner at Luga Air Wing.

v’ Farewell Dinner at Del Borgo Restaurant including 3 courses, free
flowing beer and wine with entertainment.

v Tips for tour guides and restaurant staff.
v' Water and small snacks on days 1, 2 and 4

v’ Gifts to present to those in Malta who provided their time and
resources to help our journey become a reality.

v’ 458 Reunion Shirt, Name badge, Lanyard, small mementos
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ANY QUESTIONS?

PLEASE EMIAIL
ADAVMROBERTBRUCE@HOTMAIL.COM



mailto:ADAMROBERTBRUCE@HOTMAIL.COM

