To 458 Squadron Family Members,

| understand that you are holding a reunion in Malta to remember and honour the
members of 458 Squadron who did so much in and around the Mediterranean to help
overcome the Axis powers during the Second World War.

The Squadron’s outstanding record of achievement is a matter for pride, but it was
gained only through the dedication and sacrifice of its members, many of whom paid
the ultimate price for the freedom that we enjoy today.

The diverse composition of the Squadron is also a reminder that victory in the war was
only possible because of the contribution of those who came from far and wide across
the Commonwealth to serve the cause of democracy.

Itis crucial that we keep alive the memory of what they did, and that we renew our
determination to defend their legacy. Your reunion is an important part of that
endeavour, and | send my very best wishes for a successful event.

Marshal of the Royal Air Force, the Lord Stirrup



