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Saluting 80 years since the end of WWII




Brief History of 458 Squadron RAAF during World War 2.

458 Squadron RAAF was formed at Williamtown, New South Wales, Australia, on the 10th July, 1941. The
Squadron was transferred to its first operational base at Holme-on-Spalding Moor, Yorkshire, England in
August, 1941 and commenced operations over German occupied Europe on the 20th of October, 1941. It
was equipped with the Vickers Wellington medium bomber and was part of No.1 Group, Bomber
Command.

In January 1942, 458 Squadron was relocated to Middle East Command. The relocation to the Middle East
proved to be a chaotic and long-drawn-out affair. Air and ground crews were separated as the latter went by
boat and many of the Squadron's aircraft were commandeered by other squadrons whilst in Malta, en-route
to Egypt. Based at El Shallufa in Egypt, 458 Squadron was trained in techniques employed to attack ships
and submarines with both bombs and torpedoes and re-commenced operations in September, 1942.
Henceforth 458’s primary role was to seek out and attack enemy shipping in the Mediterranean Sea.

458 Squadron was based at Malta on three separate occasions. The first was a detachment from Shallufa,
Egypt, on 16™ January of 1943, under the command of Wing Commander L.L. Johnston. A large contingent
of ground staff were also included with the accompanying aircrew and aircraft. Three Wellingtons were
destroyed and fifteen aircrew were killed during this operation. During operations on the night of 27"/28"
April, 1943, three Wellingtons from 458 Squadron flying out of Luga were destroyed during operations.
Fourteen aircrew were killed.

The second detachment to Malta from Bone, Algeria, was in January, 1944, under the command of
Squadron Leader Gordon Orchard, after a U Boat sighting east of Sicily. Six Wellingtons left Bone for Malta
on 23" January 1944. Sorties were carried out in an area east of Malta and south of Sicily and Italy. One
Wellington was destroyed and four aircrew were Killed during this operation.

The third detachment from Bone, Algeria, on 17" April 1944, a detachment of 10 aircraft commanded by
Squadron Leader McKay was ordered to operate from Luga, Malta, under the control of 248 Wing RAF for
convoy escort duties. At 2300 hours on the 19th April 1944, a Wellington from 458 Squadron returning to
Luga from an escort mission, crashed when landing on the east west runway and burst into flames. The
aircraft was carrying depth charges. One Wellington was destroyed and four aircrew were killed during this
operation.

458 Squadron RAAF operated from many different airfields or Landing Grounds in Egypt, Palestine, Malta,
Libya, Tunisia, Algeria, Sardinia, Corsica, Sicily, Italy and Gibraltar. The Squadron also supported the Allied
invasion of southern France in August 1944. 458 Squadron operated until it was disbanded on the 9th of
June 1945.

Close to 1765 Air Force personnel served with 458 Squadron. 186 men paid the ultimate sacrifice which
represents 10.5% of the total. They are buried in cemeteries in Europe, North Africa the Middle East and
many have no known graves. Eighty-six 458 Squadron airmen are commemorated on the Malta Memorial
in Valletta and nine buried at Malta Capuccini Naval Cemetery.
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Order of Service

Welcoming of Guests
458 RAAF Squadron representatives
Welcome
Master of Ceremonies — Mr. Rob Wilkinson — 458 RAAF Squadron Association
Speech/Address
Mr. Adam Bruce — 458 RAAF Squadron Association
Salutation — RAAF Williamtown
Beryl Dodds — 458 RAAF Squadron Association
Service & Prayers
Rev Canon David Wright, Chancellor St. Paul’'s Co-Cathedral
Father Clement Upton — Anglican Chaplaincy of Holy Trinity
The RAAF Prayer; Air Forces of the Commonwealth Prayer; The Lord’s Prayer
Exhortation / The Ode of Remembrance
458 RAAF Squadron — Mr. Roland Orchard
The Last Post
Trumpeter — Mr. Adrian Brincat
One Minute’s Silence
The Rouse
Wreath Laying
Bagpipes — Pipe Major Marlon Tanti

458 RAAF Squadron — Australia, United Kingdom and Canada representatives
HE Mr Matt Skelly, Australian High Commissioner
Mr. Kevin Bonnici, New Zealand Honorary Consul
Lieutenant Colonel Nicholas Grech, Commanding Officer Air Wing, Armed Forces of Malta

Any other 458ers / guests who would like to lay a wreath

The Kohima Epitaph
Mr. Steven McCarthy RAFA Malta GC Branch
Closing Remarks

HE Mr Matt Skelly, Australian High Commissioner



458 RAAF SQUADRON
Veterans represented here today




