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Aero Australia Special Commemorative Edition The Royal Australian Air Force in WWII 

It mentions 458 Squadron on 2 pages as shown below, pages 65 and 114. 458 Squadron was part of the EATS 

Empire Air Training Scheme and although classed as an RAAF Squadron flew as part of the RAF, for that 

reason Wellington Bomber's were never classed (or purchased ) as RAAF Aircraft and not featured in this 

magazine. Most other RAAF Squadrons get a decent write-up though. 

The magazine is still available from the website www.mymagazines.com.au 
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RAF Official Souvenir Edition Salute Bomber Command Tribute to a Gallant Force  

Mentions 458 Squadron on Pages 36-38 
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Here are some books that I have found related to 458 Squadron and the Vickers Wellington bomber and have 

been able to purchase recently while searching the Internet. 

 

 

Two of these books are currently available, Wellington Squadrons in Focus and Out of the Italian Night, the 

other books may or may not be available but may come up for sale from time to time as second-hand books. 

 

 

Wellington Bomber by Edward Bishop (1974)  

No mention of 458 Squadron as far as I can tell, but tells the story of the Wellington its development and 

various stories by crews of their missions and narrow escapes. 

 

 
 

 



 

Wellington Mainstay of Bomber Command by Peter G Cooksley (1987)  

There is at least one mention of 458 Squadron and possibly others but the actual squadron name is not always 

mentioned in stories documented in the book. This book relates some of the many missions the Wimpy flew and 

various crews experiences, interesting to us but no doubt scary for the crews that experienced them. 

         
 

 

 



  

 

Wellington in action  Aircraft No. 76  by  by Ron McKay  publisher Squadron/Signal publications, inc.  

A couple of mentions of 458 in this book. And it has photos of virtually every Wellington version that was 

produced. 

 

 

 

 
 

     

 



 

 

 



 

Wellington Squadrons in Focus  by Paul Freer and Simon Parry (2009) 

A book about all the Allied Squadrons that flew Wellingtons in WWII including a mention of 458. 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Out of the Italian Night  Wellington Bomber Operations 1944-45  by Maurice G. Lihou.  (2007)  

No mention of 458 in this book but the author was a wellington pilot that did 2 tours with RAF 37 and 40 

Squadrons based mainly in  Foggia  Italy, a base that 458 used for some time although further research reveals 

there were many airfields spreadout at Foggia. It gives you an idea of the sparce living conditions and a feel of 

flying operations  in a Wellington on bombing missions to  Yugoslavia and other parts of Europe. 

 



 

 

That's all for now. 
Please contact me if you need any further information or scans in better detail. I will be only to happy to assist you. 

Neil Flentje son of 458 Squadron Veteran Bill Flentje (W.M. Flentje)   nflentje@impulse.net.au  See also: 

 
458 Squadron Royal Australian Air Force RAAF Lapel Pin Badge and Cufflinks and Pocket Watch 

               

The supplier is  www.giftshop.uk.com and currently available on ebay (Feb 2013)   

To find on eBay just type in     458 Squadron     you never know what else you will find!!! 

 A blurb from the ebay advertisement…  

“We aim to make every RAAF squadron, station and branch in the form of lapel pins, cufflinks, pocket 
watches, tie-pins, key-fobs, golf ball markers and flip top lighters, as well as a selection of engraved 
items. If what you require is not listed, please do not hesitate to inquire.”  

mailto:nflentje@impulse.net.au
http://www.giftshop.uk.com/

