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JOURNAL OF THE 458 SQUADRON COUNCIL 
Year 76 No. 280 August 2025 

 

Squadron  Co-President s: 
 

Charles Humbles- United Kingdom  
Bill Wake ɀ United Kingdom  

 
Squadron  Treasurer : Beryl Dodds. 8 Yarraman Avenue, Frenchs Forest, 2086 NSW  
Squadron  Secretary: Stephen Bruce.Unit5/10 Kissing Point Rd, Turramurra NSW 2074 
Newsletter Editor and Publisher:  Roland Orchard. 78 Edward Road, Chirnside Park. 
Vic. 3116. email: editor@458raafsquadron.org 
 

Flight Correspondents:  
NSW-Stephen Bruce. Unit 5/10 Kissing Point Road, Turramurra NSW. 2074 

SA- Rick Michell.  3A Lewis Avenue, Glen Osmond. SA.5064 
VIC-Roland Orchard.  78 Edward Road, Chirnside Park VIC. 3116 

WA-Nick Bertram 
Queensland ɀ Brett Taylor 

UK- Keith Wilkinson 
Canada ɀ Adam & Cate Wagstaffe 

TAS, NT, ACT and New Zealand ɀ Looking for volunteers. 
 

* Mail all communications for Squadron  Secretary to Stephen Bruce (address 
above), and for the Squadron  (and NSW Flight) Treasurer to Beryl Dodds (address 
above) ** Have you notified Editor Roland Orchard if you prefer to receive your 
newsletter by email? Are there others in your family, or circle of friends, who 
would like to receive a copy by e -mail? Please advise the Editor ɀ see postal 
address above or email Roland at  editor@458raafsquadron.org   
 

Contributions and reports for the next Newsle tt er #281                                                     
are due to The Editor by 30st November, 2025. 

mailto:editor@458raafsquadron.org
mailto:editor@458raafsquadron.org
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Vale - *ÏÈÎ Ȱ"ÅÒÔȱ /ȭ,ÅÁÒÙ. Co-President.  
Victoria  Flight  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is with great sadness that I report the passing of our Co-
0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ *ÏÈÎ Ȱ"ÅÒÔȱ /ȭ,ÅÁÒÙȢ "ÅÒÔ ×ÈÏ ÔÕÒÎÅÄ ρππ ÉÎ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ÏÆ 
this year passed away on the 16 July, 2025 at RSL Vasey Aged 
Care, Frankston, Victoria.  
Bert had spoken of the time with 458 when he and his crew were 
despatched to the western approaches of the Gibraltar Strait to 
escort a surrendering U-"ÏÁÔ ɉ'ÅÒÍÁÎ 3ÕÂÍÁÒÉÎÅɊȢ "ÅÒÔȭÓ 
Wellington was fully armed on this operation. When Bert and his 
crew eventually landed, they all raced to see the U-Boat docking. 
All guns were pointed at the U-Boat and crew until the Captain 
formally surrendered. There was an air of relief that it all went off 
without incident. Bert stated that after inspecting the U-Boat, he 
concluded that it was a very small and dirty vessel.  
For those old enough to remember the Australian TV series 
Homicide staring actor Leonard Teale, Leonard was a pilot with 
458 Squadron. Bert recalled Len starring in a stage performance 
ÏÆ Ȭ&ÒÅÎÃÈ 7ÉÔÈÏÕÔ 4ÅÁÒÓȭ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÈÏÒÏÕÇÈÌÙ ÅÎÔÅÒÔÁÉÎÅÄ ÔÈÅ 
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troops. Apart from the odd play, Bert said it was very boring on 
The Rock, as Gibraltar is known. Many of the service personnel 
ÖÉÓÉÔÅÄ Á ÖÉÌÌÁÇÅ ÉÎ 3ÐÁÉÎȟ ,Á ,ÉÎÅÁȟ ÖÅÒÙ ÃÌÏÓÅ ÔÏ 'ÉÂÒÁÌÔÁÒȭÓ ÂÏÒÄÅÒȢ 
Spain allowed Allied troops bearing Visas to enter their borders. 
Many a sordid tale came from visiting this Spanish town and Bert 
assured us that he was not a La Linea attendee.  
Shortly after VE Day, 458 Squadron was stood down from 
operations. On the 9th June, Bert took part in the final parade 
where 458 Squadron was formally disbanded. Bert made his way 
back to Australia via the UK and disembarked at Sydney on the 
28th November, 1945 and was demobilised from the RAAF on the 
6th February, 1946, in Melbourne.  
Bert married Moira shortly after the war and together had three 
sons, Paul, Mark and Philip. Moira passed away in 2019. Bert is 
survived by 3 sons, and many grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. Jeremy, Chris and Roland Orchard represented 
τυψ 3ÑÕÁÄÒÏÎ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÔ "ÅÒÔȭÓ ÆÕÎÅÒÁÌ ÁÔ 3ÐÒÉÎÇÖÁÌÅ 
Cemetery, Victoria, on 1st August. The 458 Squadron Banner was 
also displayed at the ceremony. 
/ÕÒ ÓÉÎÃÅÒÅ ÃÏÎÄÏÌÅÎÃÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ /ȭ,ÅÁÒÙ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÏÎ ÂÅÈÁÌÆ ÏÆ the 
458 Squadron Association. Rest in Peace Bert.  
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FLIGHT REPORTS 
 

United Kingdom Flight Report by Keith Wilkinson  
 

It's always special when someone comes out of the blue to help 
bring to life the people who served with 458 Squadron. 
Nothing does that better than when a personal photographic 
collection comes to light. And best of all when those photos show 
people informally and having fun with their mates.  
 
So, we're very grateful to Nigel Cook for getting in touch with us 
to share some pictures from his dad's precious wartime photo 
albums. Nigel would be delighted to hear from anyone who might 
recognise their own relatives on his photos. It could help him with 
research into his dad's wartime exploits, including his time with 
458 Squadron.  
 
Nigel's father was Sgt George Leslie Cook who died in his forties 
in 1971. He was known to friends and family as "Les" Cook. It's 
quite possible that his name will appear on other people's group 
photos. Les had quite a specialist role in the squadron, having 
been trained by the RAF as a "compass adjuster". He lived in 
Barnoldswick in the north of England. In civilian life he became a 
bank manager.  
 
A portrait of Les in uniform shows him with a drum. (page 5) 
Nigel wonders if this drum - from the insignia on the side - has a 
link to 458 Squadron. Can anyone help with that query? He only 
remembers his dad playing the accordion and guitar. Another of 
his photos shows a band in Gibraltar in 1945. (page 6 top) 
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LES COOK GROUP PHOTO 
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TOP-LES COOK WITH MATES AND 
SCRUFFY THE DOG 

BELOW- 
LES COOK OF 458 FUN TIMES 
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Above- LES COOK WITH TED DIXON, 
GORDON CADMAN AND JACK DARWIN 

Left- LES COOK 
OF 458 WITH 
TWO MATES 
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We hope to show more of Les's pictures in future newsletters. In 
the meantime, Nigel is hoping to dig out some sketches his dad 
did while in the RAF. These too could add a fascinating insight 
into life in 458 Squadron.  

LES COOK AND PALS AFTER A DIP IN 1946 
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BILL AND CHARLES.... 
 
I have chatted recently with our squadron Co-Presidents Bill 
Wake and Charles Humbles. Pleased to report both are doing fine 
and both are in good spirits. Bill is now the same age as Charles, 
having celebrated his 103rd birthday with relatives in May. 
Congratulations Bill!  
 
"Give my regards to everybody!" said Charles. "I am soldiering on 
slowly. I'm knocking on a bit now, you know." 
 

Victoria  Flight  Report  by Roland Orchard  
 

Vale John Herbert 
ɉ"ÅÒÔɊ /ȭ,ÅÁÒÙȢ 
 
Condolences to the 
/ȭ,ÅÁÒÙ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÏÎ 
behalf of The 458 
Squadron 
Association.  
 
Rest in Peace Bert.  
 
 
 

 
 

ANZAC Day 2025 
The following is from Chris Wurr who spent ANZAC Day in 
Geraldton, Western Australia, with his family. 
We have finally returned to some sort of normality after our 
Western Australia north-west coast trip. 
Our Grandson Hutchison, his Mum Karen, Heather and myself 
attended the Anzac Day service at Birdwood House, 
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the RSL's Geraldton headquarters. Hutchi's Dad had to stay back 
with the two Labradors at the caravan park! 
It was a very sunny, low 30s° day. 
The service was very well attended and the address was quite 
touching. Karen has given permission for you to use these photos 
of Hutchison. 
Because Hutchi is travelling around Australia for all of this year, 
he was unable to take his 458 Squadron Association polo shirt to 
wear on the day. 
And similarly, since Heather and I flew over to Perth to follow 

them part of 
the way in a 
hire care, 
suitcase space 
restrictions 
precluded my 
taking my 
jacket. 
However, I did 
sneak my polo 
shirt in!  
My brother in 
Ballarat wore 
Dad's medals 
this year and 
Hutchi 
proudly wore 
the miniatures 
of them. 
Hoo roo, Chris. 
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Melbourne CBD 
On a near humid 23C degree day (with rain in the forecast during the 

afternoon), sixteen of us marched to the Shrine of Remembrance in 

Melbourne. Earlier some of us attended the 5.30 am Dawn Service. 

One of the many highlights on this day was thinking about the very 

significant anniversaries this year: 110 years since the Gallipoli 

landings in World War 1 and 80 years since the end of World War 2. 

Within the hour after completing our march, Victoria Flight President, 
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Roland Orchard opened the meeting and called for a minuteôs silence 

in remembrance of recently passed Veterans, widows & members of 

458 Squadron. He then recited the ode. Lest we Forget. The meeting 

was called to discuss the coming yearôs focus and activities and to 

conduct the 2025 AGM. The meeting place was the Terrace cafe by 

the lake in the Melbourne Botanical Gardens (about 10 minutes walk 

from our meeting point in 2024, it being just across Birdwood Ave 

from The Shrine). In attendance were John Boydell, Neil Flentje, 

Edwina Bell, Roland Orchard, Chris Orchard, Jeremy Orchard, friend 

John Marino and son Thomas. Apologies were received from Chris 

Wurr & family, Howard & Sally Bertram, Jane Foster, Rob Forgan. 

Those who marched were: Matthew Wuillemin and sister Jade, John 

Boydell, Mark O'Leary, grandkids Hamish, Darcy, Patrick, son John 

O'Leary, daughter Monique O'Leary, Neil Flentje, Edwina Bell, 

Roland Orchard, Chris Orchard, Jeremy Orchard, John Marino and 

son Thomas. This year we had 5 Air Force Cadets displaying the 

picture of the Wellington and carrying our Banner; Four from 402 

Squadron in Watsonia and one from 416 Squadron in Moonee Ponds. 

Following beside us (with the onlookers) as we marched and meeting 

us at the end of the march were family members of the O'Leary clan. 
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New South Wales Flight Report by Stephen Bruce  
The year certainly has flown by. Our Sydney Anzac Day 

march was a rousing success being very well attended by over 20 
descendants with an additional 8 attendees at our favourite after 
march venue, The Castlereagh Boutique Hotel. 
As usual there was a great sense of the bond we all share with  
τυψȬÅÒÓ ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÔÈÅ ÇÅÎÅÒÏÓÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÅÓ ÄÏÎÁÔÉÎÇ ÆÕÎÄÓ ÆÏÒ 
our squadron banner refurbishment. The banner will be present 
at Malta in this special year commemorating the 80th Anniversary 
ÏÆ ×ÁÒȭÓ ÅÎÄ ÉÎ %ÕÒÏÐÅȢ 
We now have 46 confirmed attendees destined to unite in Valetta 
from the 11th October through 17th October. 
The itinerary has been delicately assembled by Adam Bruce 
providing a well-balanced program of formal visits to ceremonial 
and airbase sites along with a wonderful array of touristic and 
social activities culminating in our formal dinner on Friday 17th 
October at a wonderful private restaurant. 
If anyone has any further queries or is in need of any clarifications 
with travel arrangements and or mobility issues please contact 
Rob Wilkinson. Best Regards, Stephen Bruce. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rob Wilkinson                      Stephen Bruce              Adam Bruce        

458 Member NSW                              458 Member NSW                           458 Member NSW          

Son of Bill Wilkinson                     Son of Bob Bruce                          Grandson of Bob Bruce 

τυψ 315!$2/. 2%5.)/. 
*/52.%9 ,%!$%23 
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On the night of October 20, 1941, a Vickers Wellington of 458 Squadron 
broke its wings at Mont-sur-Marchienne. 

 

 
1. A Wellington crashes into the place called Pont-à-Nôle in Mont-sur-Marchienne 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The wreckage of the Vickers Wellington 
after the crash at Pont-à-Nôle. Michel 
DUBUS Collection 

A Vickers Wellington Bomber (IV) of 460 Squadron. Source: Australian War Memorial 
P00298011 RAAF (Royal Australian Air Force).  Donor J. RICHMOND 
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Although the crash of the Wellington of 458 Squadron 
has already been mentioned in the past 1, consulting the 
Australian archives allows us to retrace with greater 
detail and precision the drama which took place in the 
skies over Charleroi during the night of October 20, 
1941. 
Several photographs of the plane wreckage and human 
remains were taken. Out of respect for the young crew 
members, we have chosen not to publish the latter. 
Despite the presence of German soldiers at the scene, 
local residents laid flowers to pay tribute to the crew 2. 
 
Some people recovered fragments of the Wellington, 
including the young Marcel DUBUS 3. 
 
  
 
 
                                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
On 20 October 1941, ten Wellington bombers of No. 458 Squadron 
RAAF Squadron take off from the British airbase at Holme -on-
Spalding Moor in Yorkshire. Although fine, the sky is cloudy and 
visibility moderate. They target the docks of Antwerp, Rotterdam and  
Emden. Among the bombers engaged on Antwerp is Wellington 
Z1218 whose crew consists of the following members: Sergeants 
Percival BROWN (RAF) rear gunner, Andrew CONDIE (RAFVR) radio 
operator, Philip CRITTENDEN (RAAF) second pilot, Peter HAMILTON 
(RAFVR) pilot,  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
1ROBA (JL.), CHARLIER (R.), DE DECKER (C.), LEOTARD (J.), The air war in the Charleroi region 1940-1945 , ed. De 
Krijger , Erpe- Mere , Belgium, 2003, pp. 140-143. 
SEVRIN (A.), BONDROIT (F.), Mont-sur-Marchienne: Memory in Images, ed. Tempus Publishing, Gloucester, 
United Kingdom, 2002, T. 1, p. 104 and in a Bulletin of the History Circle of Mont-sur-Marchienne, no date 
Archives of Mr. Guillaume Anthoine. 
2These details were kindly communicated to us by Michel, son of Marcel DUBUS. 
3At the time, Marcel was responsible for delivering telegrams to the Kommandantur (Commandantur) located 
in the library of the University of Labor in Charleroi. In 1942, he was unfortunately requisitioned for the STO 
(Compulsory Work Service) in Germany. 
 

The young Marcel DUBUS from Mont-sur-Marchienne, aged 
18 at the time, drew up a map to show exactly where the 
plane went down between the Rue du Brun Chêne, the Rue 
Edmond Ramboux and the Rue Pont-à-Nôle. Michel DUBUS 
Collection. 

Fragment of the 21 cm bomber carefully preserved by Marcel. 
Michel DUBUS Collection. 

The place today.  
https://www.realo.be/fr/rue -pont-a-nole-
23-6032-mont-sur-marchienne/469033 site 
consulted on 03/11/2024 
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Thomas JACKSON (RAFVR) front gunner and Pilot Officer David FAWKES (RAFVR) observer 4. 
 
THE άrobust twin-engine ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴέ bomber, which entered service in 1938, was better suited to 
night raids due to its vulnerability in daylight 5. From 1942 onwards, the aircraft was used to spot 
enemy submarines and ships. 
In the OPERATIONS RECORD BOOK, although the take-off time for Wellington Z1218 is indeed 
indicated, i.e. 18:39, the flight details state " No communication received after takeoff » 6. Bomber 
Z1218 failed to return to its air base on the night of 20-21 October 1941. This was the first loss of the 
squadron in operation, which was part of the 1st Group of Bomber Command . A post-war 
investigation and research concluded that the aircraft went down " presumably as a result of enemy 
action " 7at Mont-sur-Marchienne. 
Thanks to research in the archive files in London by Mr. James Fitzmaurice, grandson of Sergeant 
Percival George Brown, the only survivor of the crew, we can trace with greater precision what 
happened that evening. However, one question remains: what was the plane doing 90 km as the 
crow flies south of its target, the port of Antwerp? 
Questioned for the purposes of the investigation after the war, Roger ANTHOINE, a witness from the 
Haies district of Mont-sur Marchienne, stated that the bomber, partially on fire, circled and flew at 
low altitude. He heard " the engines cut out and start again as if they were running out of fuel " and 
he thinks that the aircraft must have hit high-voltage wires on Rue Pont-à-Nôle 8. When it crashed to 

 
4 RAF (Royal Air Force), RAFVR (Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve), RAAF (Royal Australian Air Force). 

HERINGTON (J.) (406545), Air War Against Germany and Italy 1939-1943 , Australian War Memorial , Canberra, 
Australia , 1954, p. 187. The RAFVR began as a reserve of officers intended to train pilots. 
5 https://www.avionlegendaires.net . Site consulted on 06/11/2024. 
6 OPERATIONS RECORD BOOK, p. 30 https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au NAA A9186 Unit history of number 458 

squadron ς July 1941 to June 1945, vol.1941, p.165. Site consulted on 06/11/2024. 
7 Cf. German Air Intelligence Report October 20, 1941« Feindliche durch Flak - 1. 2 mot. Flugzeug Muster noch 

nicht gemeldet, bei Charleroi ». ά1. Aircraft model 2 engines not yet declared near Charleroi ". N.B. Above this 
entry also appears a Vichers Wellington near Antwerp, the target for the night of October 20, 1941. Personal 
archives of Mr. FITZMAURICE . 
8 Story by Roger ANTHOINE cited in ROBA (JL.), CHARLIER (R.), DE DECKER (C.), LEOTARD (J.), oc pp. 140-141. 

French: « ΧƭŜǎ ƳƻǘŜǳǊǎ ŎƻǳǇŜǊ Ŝǘ ǊŜǇǊŜƴŘǊŜ ŎƻƳƳŜ ǎΩƛƭǎ ƳŀƴǉǳŀƛŜƴǘ ŘΩŜǎǎŜƴŎŜ ». 
aŀǊŎŜƭ 5¦.¦{Σ ŀ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎΣ ŀƭǎƻ ƴƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ǇƭŀƴΥ άΧ[ΩŀǾƛƻƴ ǘŜƴǘŜ ŘŜ ǇŀǎǎŜǊ ǎƻǳǎ ƭŜǎ Ŧƛƭǎ Ł ƘŀǳǘŜ 
tension de la rue Pont-à-Nôle, arrache le fil inférieur et percute le sol. Les bombes explosent, creusant un 
ŦƻǊƳƛŘŀōƭŜ ŎǊŀǘŝǊŜ Ŝǘ ǇǊƻƧŜǘŀƴǘ Ł ŘŜǎ ŎŜƴǘŀƛƴŜǎ ŘŜ ƳŝǘǊŜǎ ƭŜǎ ŎƻǊǇǎ ŘŞŎƘƛǉǳŜǘŞǎ ŘŜǎ ƳŜƳōǊŜǎ ŘŜ ƭΩŞǉǳƛǇŀƎŜέ. 
English: "The plane attempted to pass under the high-voltage wires on Rue Pont-à-Nôle, tore off the lower 
wire, and hit the ground. The bombs exploded, creating a huge crater and throwing the mutilated bodies of the 
crew members hundreds of meters away ". Michel DUBUS Collection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.avionslegendaires.net/
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/
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the ground at around 10:30 p.m., the aircraft exploded in a field at the back of this same street 9. 
Moreover, " Nearby, all the houses were damaged by the explosion. A fur-lined boot was hanging 
from a roof. Elsewhere, a "blown open" parachute hung from a ledge . " 10According to another 
witness, Marcel Dubus, a Messerschmitt chased the aircraft and thus inflicted " the "coup de grace " 
11. 
Since June 1940, the night fighter bases of Luftwaffe units had been located at Saint Trond and Laon-
Athies, in the Aisne. To fill the gap between these two enemy air defense systems, the Florennes Air 
base was built in 1942 12. 
According to Sergeant Percival Brown, the radio operator, Andrew Condie, was hit by anti-aircraft 
guns (FLAK) before the order to jump was given. Sergeant P. Brown 
was able to escape from the rear turret of the aircraft. He was the 
first and only person to parachute. Picked up in Marcinelle by 
resistance fighters, he was housed by Mr. Vincart on Rue Ry Oursel 
. Alas, a " well-known local " collaborator " 13, named Sack , 
informed the Germans who arrested him on October 21 in Florian 
Montagne Street 14. Said Sack hastened to follow the official 
communiqué of the German occupier according to which "Whoever 
informs a German service of the place and time of the fall or 
landing of a German or enemy aircraft, and this with sufficient 
precision and speed (...) will receive a large cash reward " 15. The 
Journal de Charleroi of October 22 mentions two Belgians 
sentenced to death the day before by the " Field Court of the  
 
 
 
 
 

 
9 Mr. James FITZMAURICE received a metal part of the aircraft engraved with the time, 10:30 p.m., the 

location, Mont-sur-Marchienne, and the date, October 20, 1941. In a letter written to the Red Cross in his 
prisoner of war camp, Sergeant P. BROWN stated that he saw an explosion and that the entire crew 
presumably perished. However, he does not know where his companions are buried. Mr. FITZMAURICE's 
archives. 
 
 
10 Roger ANTHOINE cited in ROBA (JL.), CHARLIER (R.), DE DECKER (C.), LEOTARD (J.), oc pp. 142-143. French 
« A proximité, toutes les maisons sont endommagées par la déflagration. Une botte fourrée est accrochée à un 
toit. Ailleurs, un parachute « soufflé ouvert » pend à une corniche » 
11 This information is typed under Marcel Dubus's hand-drawn map. Archives of Michel Dubus. We do not have 
German archives to verify this statement. 
French άŎƻǳǇ ŘŜ ƎǊŃŎŜέ.  
 
12 http://archives.aisne.fr Site consulted on 11/30/2024. 

 
 
13 άόΧύ a well-known local collaborator έΦ {ǘƻǊȅ ǊŜŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ мнō aw9¦ ς report p. 2 
received from Mr. James FTZMAURICE. 

14Information provided by his grandfather's letter to the Red Cross. Archives of Mr. James FITZMAURICE. 
15 Journal de Charleroi, Tuesday, October 21, 1941, p. 1. Charleroi Archives. « Celui qui fera connaître à un 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƭƭŜƳŀƴŘ ƭΩŜƴŘǊƻƛǘ Ŝǘ ƭΩƘŜǳǊŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ ŎƘǳǘŜ ƻǳ ŘŜ ƭΩŀǘǘŜǊǊƛǎǎŀƎŜ ŘΩǳƴ ŀǾƛƻƴ ŀƭƭŜƳŀƴŘ ƻǳ ŜƴƴŜƳƛΣ Ŝǘ ŎŜ ŀǾŜŎ 
une précision et une rapidité suffisantes όΧύ ǊŜŎŜǾǊŀ ǳƴŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘŜ ǊŞŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŜ Ŝƴ ŜǎǇŝŎŜǎ » 
 
 

Sergent P.G. BROWN. 
James FITZMAURICE Collection 

 

http://archives.aisne.fr/
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General - Commander of the air territory of Belgium and the North of CǊŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ όΧύ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ 
ŀǎȅƭǳƳ όΧύ [ and] helped an English aviator 16in his escape. 
 
After his arrest on 21 October, Sergeant Percival BROWN was first taken to Brussels for interrogation 
and then sent to " Dulag Luft" , an interrogation and transit camp for air force prisoners of war 
17located in Frankfurt am Main, Germany. Held in various camps for Allied airmen prisoners, Stalags 
VIII B and Luft III in Silesia (in present-day Poland) as well as Luft VI in East Prussia (present-day 
Lithuania) 18, he was part, at the end of the war, of the forced march from Stalag 357 from 
Fallingbostel (Lower Saxony) to Lübeck on the Baltic Sea in northern Germany. Finally liberated on 4 
May 1945 by Soviet troops, he was quickly repatriated as Bomber Command had mounted a vast 
operation to bring all prisoners of war back to England 19. After years of separation, he was reunited 
with his wife, Nellie BERRY. Two children joined the family after the war. He died in March 1978 20. 

2. The men of the Z1218 crew at the Charleroi cemetery 

Following the dramatic crash to the ground, the " Five coffins will leave with military honours on the 
afternoon of Tuesday, October 21. They will be buried on the 23rd in the Charleroi cemetery " 
21where, since the end of the First World War, British and Commonwealth soldiers, the vast majority 
of whom died of Spanish flu, had already been buried. Difficult to identify because of the explosion 
of the aircraft, the bodies of the five victims were buried by the Germans as " Unknown ». 
After the Second World War, investigations were carried out to determine the exact burial location 
of the five crew members, as the indications left by the Germans did not seem to correspond with 
the data available to investigators. Therefore, on July 29, 1947, Captain AB FISH and 
Flight/Lieutenant D. COOK decided to exhume the coffins in an attempt to identify the bodies and 
give them a decent burial. Pilot "wings", bands corresponding to the rank of sergeant and a bright " 
Australia " on the shoulder helped establish the identity of PG CRITTENDEN 22, while an officer/pilot 
stripe and an observer's badge helped identify DK FAWKES. Unfortunately, the other three coffins 
did not provide any clues for naming 23. Although their graves are shared, individual headstones 
have been engraved with each of their names. In the Commonwealth War Graves Commission's 
military square of the cemetery, the five headstones are lined up next to each other. 

 
 
 
 

 
16/ƘŀǊƭŜǊƻƛ WƻǳǊƴŀƭΣ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ннΣ мфпмΣ ǇΦ мΦ /ƘŀǊƭŜǊƻƛ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎΦ άTribunal de campagne du Général 
ς Commandant du territoire aérien de la Belgique et du Nord de la France pour avoir όΧύ ǇǊşǘŞ ŀǎƛƭŜ όΧύ [et] 
aidé dans sa fuite un aviateur anglaisέΦ 

 
17 https://www.b24.net 1. Site consulted on 07/11/2024. 
18Letter from the International Committee of the Red Cross addressed to Mr. James FITZMAURICE on 
10/18/2019. 
19 https://magazineaviation.ca Site consulted on 04/12/2024. 
20 Sergeant Percival Brown was born in London in 1920. He began his Air Gunner training on 25 March 1940. 

See Service record and https://www.458raafsquadron.org 2020-266-september.pdf , p.15. 
21Comments by Roger ANTHOINE quoted in ROBA (JL.), CHARLIER (R.), DE DECKER (C.), LEOTARD (J.), oc pp. 
142. 
« /ƛƴǉ ŎŜǊŎǳŜƛƭǎ ǎΩŜƴ ƛǊƻƴǘ ŀǾŜŎ ƭŜǎ ƘƻƴƴŜǳǊǎ ƳƛƭƛǘŀƛǊŜǎ Řŀƴǎ ƭΩŀǇǊŝǎ-midi du mardi 21 octobre. Ils seront inhumés 
le 23 au cimetière de Charleroi » 
22Exhumation report Crittenden received from Mr. James FITZMAURICE. 
23Exhumation report received from Mr. James FITZMAURICE 

https://www.b24.net/
https://magazineaviation.ca/
https://www.458raafsquadron.org/
https://www.458raafsquadron.org/assets/newsletters/2020-266-september.pdf
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òWhen You Go Home, Tell Them Of Us And Say, For Their Tomorrow, We Gave Our Todayó  
 John Maxwell Edmonds (1875 -1958) 

 
 
 
 

 

 

  
  

D.K. FAWKES  
M. James FITZMAURICE Collection 

 
David Kimber FAWKES, 102969, Pilot Officer 

¶ Born: 10/11/1916 in New Malden (Surrey). From Harefield, 

Middlesex. Bachelor's degree in economics. 

Enlisted: 17/05/1940 at Uxbridge, West London. 

¶ Service: Royal Air Force Reserve Volunteer. Canada: 15/12/1940. 

¶ 12 Operational Training Unit RAF Benson: 12/07/1941 for the 

training of aircrew on light bombers. 

¶ 458 Squadron: observer. 

Source: Royal Air Force Service record received from M. James FITZMAURICE 

 
 

 

 
 

Photo from Facebook group RAAF Deaths Photographic Archive of Headstones 
and Memorials WW2 by Spidge 
 

Peter James Maxwell HAMILTON, 912385, Sergeant 

¶ Born: 27/01/1919 in Goulbourn, New South Wales, Australia. From 

Sandringham, Victoria, Australia. 

¶ Enlisted: 26/01/940 at Uxbridge. 

¶ Service: Royal Air Force reserve volunteer. Canada: 10/11/1940. 

¶ 21 Operational Training Unit RAF Moreton-in-Marsh: 05/03/1941 

for night bombing training on Vickers Wellington. 

¶  Pilot: 02/02/1941. 

¶ 103 Squadron: 28/06/1941. 

¶ 458 Squadron: 27/09/1941 (Captain pilot). 

Source: Royal Air Force Service record received from M. James FITZMAURICE 

 

Photo Gérard 
VANDERWEYDEN 

Photo Gérard 
VANDERWEYDEN 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064754344147&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUr04MuNiZ6IXByueRNENU0ri0KJiv_Sdnw1Cq28hs5YLOawtDgnwR3npyxXSUJX6za1yzVi1m07RYI9pC4TO4rGnr7oJA_Sj8SbBCUx7MrydsTDKa0hP_qMuLvnIGNEAAWBoP3hTLpK0C3Jc9Lhoq23NfrKo-IaS7joI0cuiWICg&__tn__=-UC*F
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064754344147&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUr04MuNiZ6IXByueRNENU0ri0KJiv_Sdnw1Cq28hs5YLOawtDgnwR3npyxXSUJX6za1yzVi1m07RYI9pC4TO4rGnr7oJA_Sj8SbBCUx7MrydsTDKa0hP_qMuLvnIGNEAAWBoP3hTLpK0C3Jc9Lhoq23NfrKo-IaS7joI0cuiWICg&__tn__=-UC*F
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Photo Gérard 
VANDERWEYDEN 

Thomas JACKSON, 995859, Sergeant. 
 

¶ Born: 25/11/1914 in Middlesbrough, Yorkshire. 

¶ Enlistment: 03/05/1940 at Padgate Camp n° 3 RAF Depot, England 

and 04/05/1940 reserve.  

¶ Service: 10/10/1940 at No. 10 Signals Recruiting Centre in Blackpool 

for training as both a ground telegrapher and a flying radio 

operator/ gunner.  

¶ 18/01/1941 4 Wireless 2 Signal School. 

¶ 11 Operational Training Unit RAF Bassingbourn: to train aircrew for 

night bombing. 

¶ 458 Squadron: 26/09/1941 Radio Operator/Gunner. 

Source: Royal Air Force Service record received from M. James FITZMAURICE 

 

Andrew Young CONDIE, 968155, Sergeant 

¶ Born: 27/12/1917 at Alloa in Scotland, from Sauchie. 

¶ Enlisted: 15/09/1939 at Padgate Camp n° 3 RAF Depot, England. 

¶ Service: 17/01/1941, 3 Wireless 2 Signal School and 05/06/1941 2 

Signal School. 

¶ 11 Operational Training Unit RAF Bassingbourn: to train aircrew for 

night bombing. 

¶ 458 squadron: 24/09/1941 radio operator/ gunner. 

Source: Royal Air Force Service record received from M. James FITZMAURICE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo Gérard 
VANDERWEYDEN 

James FITZMAURICE Collection 
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Photo Gérard 
VANDERWEYDEN 

                  1st RAAF killed in action 
Philip George CRITTENDEN, 400410, Sergeant 

¶ Born: 02/04/1921 in East Malvern, Victoria, Australia. From Melbourne, 

Victoria, Australia 

¶ Enlisted: 20/08/1940 for the duration of the war + 12 months at RAAF 

Recruiting Centre No. 1 in Melbourne (Vic) in reserve.  A journalist, he 

attended Kyneton High School under the direction of the University of 

Melbourne from 1935 to 1936. He then went on to study at Bradshaw 

and Everett Business College for a year, before joining the Temperance 

and General Mutual Life Assurance Society for two years.  

¶ On 21/08/1940, he joined the No. 2 Initial Training School at Bradfield 

Park (NSW) and then, on 17/10/1940, entered the Elementary Flying 

Training School at Narromine (NSW). 

¶ On 12/12/1940, Philip joined No. 2 Embarkation Depot RAAF at 

Bradfield Park where personnel waited before embarking for overseas 

postings or the British Empire Air Training Scheme. On 28/12/1940, he 

embarked at Sydney for Canada where he arrived on 23/01/1941. On 

25/01, he was admitted to No. 4 Service Flight Training School in 

Saskatoon under the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan. 

¶ On 23/05/1941 he was posted to No 1 M Depot in Halifax, Canada, then 

on 29/06/1941 to No 3 Personnel Reception Centre RAF Bournemouth 

in Great Britain, where the crews trained in Canada arrived. 

¶ 21 Operational Training Unit at RAF Moreton-in-Marsh: 03/07/1941 for 

night bombing training on Vickers Wellington. 

¶ 458 squadron: 14/09/1941 2nd RAAF pilot attached to RAF. 

Source: National Australian Archives, 1939-1948, A9301, item ID5538726. 

    

P.G. CRITTENDEN 

M. James FITZMAURICE Collection 
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3.  Great Britain and the Commonwealth in the Air War.  

Twenty-five years after the Sarajevo assassination attempt, Germany's attack on Poland on 
September 1, 1939, triggered the Second World War. Poland's allies, England and France, declared 
war on Germany on September 3. Thus, Neville Chamberlain's hope for pacifism vanished. 
 
From 1936 onwards, Germany's rearmament was a concern for Great Britain, which consequently 
decided to create Bomber Command intended for strategic bombing with squadrons made up of 
light and heavy bombers 24. 
 
Since 1937, British aviation has progressed more than in army and navy25. To meet the need for 
crews in the Royal Air Force 26, in December 1939, Great Britain agreed with Canada, Australia and 
New Zealand on a British Commonwealth Air Training Scheme with the aim of providing trained 
crews ready to fight in Europe as well as in North Africa. The scheme provides training similar to that 
of the Royal Air Force for future aviators of the British dominions. 
 
Canada, scalded by the losses of the First World War on the Western Front, was not in favor of 
conscription, nevertheless, thanks to this training program, it contributed to the war effort. It was 
now up to the personnel of the Royal Canadian Air Force to train enthusiastic young recruits from 
Australia, New Zealand, and Great Britain. These young people had previously undergone training in 
their countries at Initial Training Schools. and Elementary Flying Training School 27They continue 
their service in a Service Flying Training School in Canada (see photo on the next page) and a few in 
Southern Rhodesia. There were also schools for air observation (Air Observer School), air navigation 
(Air Navigation School), bombers and gunners as well as for radiotelegraphy (Wireless School). 
 
In 1940, they were directed, based on their results, towards training as pilots, observers for 
mathematics or radio experts, etc. 28Generally, these young people had completed at least four 
years of secondary school. Their main fear was elimination during training. When they arrived on 
British soil, they had obtained their sergeant's stripes 29. 
 
At the start of the war, Australians living on English soil joined the RAF ( Royal Air Force) Force ) 
rather than return home for lengthy training, some went to England after joining the RAAF ( Royal 
Australian Air Force ) 30and about 27,500 Australians joined the Commonwealth Air Training Plan to 
become pilots, navigators/observers, gunners etc. Of these, 11,500 were assigned to RAAF squadrons 
while 16,000 joined RAF squadrons . Approximately two years elapsed between enlistment and 
arrival in the theatre  
 
 
 
 

 
24 https://www.iwm.org.uk . Site consulted on 04/02/2025. 
25MARX (R.), History of the United Kingdom , ed. Armand Colin, Paris, 1967, pp. 346-349. 
26 https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au . Site consulted on 02/05/2025. 
27 https://www.canada.ca/fr/ministere-national-defense/feuille-derable/arc/2021/03/le-plan-d-entrainement-
aerien-du-commonwealth-brit Site consulted on 01/12/2025.  
28 The PEACB training program: Juno Beach Centre . Site consulted on 01/13/2025. 
29 https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au . Site accessed on 05/02/2025. 
30 https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au . Site accessed on 03/02/2025. 

https://www.iwm.org.uk/
https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/
https://www.canada.ca/fr/ministere-defense-nationale/feuille-derable/arc/2021/03/le-plan-d-entrainement-aerien-du-commonwealth-brit
https://www.canada.ca/fr/ministere-defense-nationale/feuille-derable/arc/2021/03/le-plan-d-entrainement-aerien-du-commonwealth-brit
http://www.junobeach.org/fr/canada-in-wwii/articles/le-plan-dentrainement-aerien-du-commonwealth-britannique/le-programme-dentrainement-du-peacb/
https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/
https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/
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of operations 31. The first Australian recruits, trained under the Plan , arrived in Great Britain towards 
the end of 1940. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Operational Training Unit (OTU) was the final stage of training before joining an operational 
squadron for crews of different nationalities selected for Bomber Command 32. Unfortunately, during 
this final stage, bad weather, the inexperience of these young recruits or mechanical problems lead 
to many losses 33. 
 
Australians were called upon to join both RAAF and RAF squadrons . In 1941, the first two Australian 
squadrons, 455 and 458, were created within Bomber Command, one in June and the other in 
September, while two others, 460 and 467, were formed in 1942. 34 The 458 Squadron, formed in 
July 1941 in New South Wales. Part of the Air Training Plan for intervention in the European theatre 
 
 

 
31GRANT (L.), Australians in Bomber Command , in Wartime magazine, Australian War Memorial , issue 93, p. 
11. 
32 One in four crews came from the British Dominions. Who's Who In An RAF Bomber Crew | Imperial War 
Museums (iwm.org.uk) . Site consulted on 11/02/2025. 
33GRANT (L.), idem, p.12. 
34Of the 17 Australian Air Force (RAAF) squadrons that served in Europe during the Second World War, 8 
served for Bomber Command, namely numbers 455, 458, 460, 462, 463, 464, 466 and 467. See 
https://www.dva.gov.au site consulted on 11/02/2025. 
 

No. 5 Flight at No. 4 Service Flying Training School, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada. Philip George CRITTENDEN is 1st left, 
standing 3rd. Source: Australian War Memorial P04303010. 

https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/whos-who-in-an-raf-bomber-crew
https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/whos-who-in-an-raf-bomber-crew
https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/whos-who-in-an-raf-bomber-crew
https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/whos-who-in-an-raf-bomber-crew
https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/whos-who-in-an-raf-bomber-crew
https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/whos-who-in-an-raf-bomber-crew
https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/whos-who-in-an-raf-bomber-crew
https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/whos-who-in-an-raf-bomber-crew
https://www.dva.gov.au/
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 of operations, was then established in England at the " bleak and isolated " 35air base of Holme -on-
Spalding Moor in August of that year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bomber Command 's objective in 1941 was to bomb at night without the guarantee of accurately 
hitting intended targets 36such as fuel reserves or strategic transport facilities such as ports and 
railways. Finally, " ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Wǳƭȅ ŀƴŘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мфпмΣ όΧύ ŎǊŜǿǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ƭƻǎǎŜǎ 
for little gain ." These night flights and the pace of operations put the crews under severe strain and 
generate stress. The heavy losses suffered are quickly made up to maintain the squadrons' full 
capacity. 37. 
On the evening of October 20, 1941, ten aircraft from 458 Squadron, including that of the leader, 
Wing Commander Norman George MULHOLLAND, an Australian serving in the RAF, took off into the 
skies over England to carry out their first mission. The ports of Antwerp, Rotterdam, and Emden 
were the designated targets for that night 38. 
 
Victim of German flak, possibly also a night fighter according to some sources39, the Vickers 
²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ ½мнму ǿŀǎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ άƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ in actionέ. The second pilot, Philip George Crittenden, thus 
became the first Australian RAAF pilot to die in action on the European front with Bomber 
Command. In 1942, No. 458 Squadron was sent to the Middle East to carry out maritime missions in 
the Mediterranean. The squadron was disbanded in June 1945 on British territory 40. 
 
 
 

 
35 « όΧύ ōƭŜŀƪŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƳƛǎŜǊŀōƭŜ ǎǇƻǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǎǘǊǳŎƪΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ IƻƭƳŜΦ hƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ŀ ƳƻƻǊΣ ƳƛƭŜǎ ŀǿŀȅ 
ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ όΧύ Flight Lieutenant William Baird, RAAF. Cité dans Alexander (P.) We Find and Destroy: 
history of No. 458 Squadron, The 458 Squadron Council, Australia, 1959. Cf. https://trove.nla.gov.au, 
https://clik.dva.gov.au et https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au. Sites consultés le 11/02/2025. 
36άόΧύ British bombers at the time lacked navigational aids όΧύέΣ Dw!b¢ ό[ΦύΣ ƛŘΣ ²ŀǊǘƛƳŜ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ фоΣ 
p.12. 
37 GRANT (L.), id, Wartime magazine issue 93, pp.14-16. 
 
38 OPERATIONS RECORD BOOK, p. 30 https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au NAA A9186 Unit history of number 458 

squadron ς July 1941 to June 1945, vol.1941, p.165. Site consulted on 12/02/2025. https://vwma.org.au and 
https://raafdocumentary.com.  Sites consulted on 12/02/2025. 
 
39 We believe it may be a mix-up with another aircraft, the Vickers Wellington R1791, which was shot down by 
a night fighter at 2.46am on 31 May 1942. The aircraft crashed at Montigny-le-Tilleul near Mont-sur-
Marchienne. Of the 5 crew members, 3 died and were buried in the Charleroi-Nord cemetery. The 2 survivors 
were captured and taken prisoner. https://www.baaa-acro.com. Site consulted on 14 March 2025. 
40 https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au . Site consulted on 12/02/2025. 

1942 - No 458 Squadron Officers' Mess at Holme- on -
Spalding- Moor. Source: Australian War Memorial 
SUK10147. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/
https://clik.dva.gov.au/
https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/
https://vwma.org.au/
https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/


27 | P a g e 
 

The field in March 2025 at Mont-sur-Marchienne. Photo Claire Dujardin. 

4. Conclusion 

During the five years of the war, 9,606 RAAF personnel, including 4,045 pilots and 2,875 radio 
gunners, graduated under the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan 41. Australian fatalities in 
Bomber Command in Europe totalled 3,486 42. Two percent of all Australian pilots who flew in 
Bomber Command accounted for 23% of those killed in action 43. During the period from August 
1941 to January 1942 at Holme -on-Spalding Moor, 24 fatalities were recorded in No. 458 Squadron 
44. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
©Claire DUJARDIN 

Licence en Philosophie et Lettres (Histoire) (Master) 
Université Libre de Bruxelles - 1973 

 
Editor- Thank you Claire for your informative article about the first 458 Squadron Wellington Z1218 
to be lost on operations with Bomber Command on the 20th October, 1941. Your passion toward 
Aussies who served in the First & Second World War in Europe is both heartfelt and inspiring. You 
have inspired me, five members of my family and James Fitzmaurice (relative of lone survivor Sgt. 
Brown), all representatives of 458 Squadron Association, to pay our respects at the grave sites of the 
crew of Z1218 at Charleroi Communal Cemetery, Belgium.  
After the 458 Squadron Reunion to be held in Malta between 13th -17th October, we will be attending 
a memorial ceremony in the presence of local dignitaries, Belgian and Australian Armed Forces 
personnel and representatives from the Australian Embassy on the 20th October, 2025, 84 years to 
the day of the crash. On behalf of 458 Squadron Association, thank you Claire for organising this 
important ceremony. 

 
41https://www.canada.ca. Site consulted on 02/15/2025. 
42 https://clik.dva.gov.au . Site consulted on 02/15/2025. 
43https://les-aviones-de-legende.e-monsite.com. Site consulted on 02/15/2025. 
44 https://www.458raafsquadron.org . Site consulted on 02/17/2025. 

https://clik.dva.gov.au/
https://www.458raafsquadron.org/
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FLIGHT REPORTS CONTINUED. 

Canada Flight Report by Adam & Cate Wagstaffe 

 
 

The flag of Colonial Nigeria between 1914 and 1960 
was a British Blue Ensign with a green six-pointed star, 
known as the Seal of Solomon, surrounding a Tudor 
Crown. (https://www.fotw.info/flags/ng-gb.html) 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Harold Ernest StanleyΩǎ story is an 
interesting oneτespecially for a 
Canadian member of 458 
{ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΦ IŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ōƻǊƴ 
Canadian. 
He was born in Izom, Northern 
Nigeria, on April 10, 1920, in what 
was then British West Africa. Most 
records list Minna as his birthplace, 
simply because the small village of 
LȊƻƳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƻƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ƳŀǇǎΦ 
His parents, Frank Xavier Stanley 
and Eva May Young, were 
missionaries with the Sudan 
Interior Mission (SIM)τa Christian 
organisation committed to sharing 
the gospel in regions with the least 
access.  
Harold Earnest Stanley R91441 

 

https://www.fotw.info/flags/ng-gb.html
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ά¢ƘŜ {ǳŘŀƴέ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мфǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ 
continent that lay between the Sahara Desert and the equator. From A Flame of Fire, J. H. 
Hunter (https://christinecowley.com/episode-2-burden-of-the-sudan/) 

The founding members of SIMτWalter Gowans, Thomas Kent, and Rowland 
Binghamτestablished their mission work in 1893. By the early 1920s, SIM had 
expanded into the Middle Niger and Hausa-Fulani regions of Nigeria. Minna, in 
particular, became a regional centre for SIM activity, with mission compounds, 
bookshops, medical clinics, and education outreach. 
!ǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ IŀǊƻƭŘΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘΣ ōƻǘƘ CǊŀƴƪ ŀƴŘ 9Ǿŀ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ƳŀƭŀǊƛŀΦ 
Remarkably, Harold showed no symptoms. SIM workers at the time faced a 
40% mortality rate from tropical diseases. Life was difficult. Families rarely 
included elderly or school-age children in the field; many missionary families 
sent their children back to Canada to boarding schools for health and 
education. 
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Village courtyard, Minna, Nigeria, ca.1920-1940 (africacommons.net) 

Harold had seven siblings, though three died young: one brother of tropical 
dysentery at age one, and a sister and brother who died at birth. At the time 
the family finally resettled in Canada, four siblings remained: 

¶ Eva (1918ς2000) 

¶ Ronald (1926ς2000) 

¶ Ester (1925ς1999) 

¶ Shirley (1928ς2018) 

The family travelled often between Sutton, Ontario (just outside of York and 
Toronto) and West Africa, usually stopping over in Liverpool to stay with 
friends or family, then on to the Canary Islands and eventually into Africa. It 
was a gruelling routeτweeks by ship, often in poor health. 
Once home for good, Harold attended Sutton Public School from 1934 to 1937. 
That same year, his mother Eva died of pneumonia. He was 17. We can only 
assume Harold left school during this time to help his family and would later 
returned to finish his education through Continuation School. 
Harold worked in small, family-ƻǿƴŜŘ ōŀƪŜǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻ ŀǎ ŀ .ŀƪŜǊΩǎ IŜƭǇŜǊΦ 
He had earlier apprenticed for three years under S.C. Cook in Sutton and used 
Mr. Cook as a reference on his enlistment records. 
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He eventually secured employment with Walter Coles & Son Ltd., a well-
established catering restaurant in Toronto. He worked there for over five years 
and was still employed there when he joined up. 

 
Walter Coles and Sons Limited circa 1936. 

Harold was asked in his RCAF application if his employer promised to rehire 
ƘƛƳ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΦ IŜ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ άƴƻέΦ ²ƘŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊ ƘŀŘ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ 
promise re-ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΣ ƘŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ άƴƻέΦ ¢ƘŜƴΣ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƛŦ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΣ IŀǊƻƭŘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΥ άƴƻΗέΦ 
Turns out, he preferred circuits to cinnamon rolls. 
In Section 26 of his enlistment application, when asked if he had made any 
personal arrangements for re-establishment after discharge, Harold wrote that 
he hoped to become a Radio Technician. 
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Advertisement for RCC. (https://jproc.ca/radiostor/rcc_radio_op_history_1928_1964.pdf) 

Harold was six months into a correspondence course at Radio College of 
Canada in 1941. The college had opened in 1928 in Toronto and offered 
practical training in radio technology, Morse code, and wireless operation. 
Over 40,000 students would pass through RCC programs before the 1960sτ
either in person or by mail. 
Harold had taken out a loan to pay for the tuition and was repaying it in $8 
monthly instalments from his military wages. He owed the College $40 when 
he joined the RCAF. (That equates to $150 a month today and a debt of 
$752.73.)  
Harold first volunteered to join the RCAF on January 1st 1941 at a place called 
Chowdra Square in Toronto. 
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¢ƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƘƻǳǎŜŘ ¢ƘŜ DǊŀƴƛǘŜ LŎŜ Ŏƭǳō ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΣ ƴƻǿ рмф /ƘǳǊŎƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ άǘƘŜ рмфέ ƛǎ 
ƴƻǿ ά¢ƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻϥǎ н{[D.¢vҌ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦέ 

IŀǊƻƭŘΩǎ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳ ǘƻ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ 
rejected, delayed or deferred he reapplied just 29 days later. In his later 
ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ άCƭȅƛƴƎ 5ǳǘƛŜǎέ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ !ƛǊ DǳƴƴŜǊΣ ²ƛǊŜƭŜǎǎ 
Operator. 
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Source: 
Manitoba 
Historical 
Society: Train 
Yards & Depot, 
Brandon 
Manitoba. 

Three days 
later Harold 
now R.91441 
was accepted 
and 
immediately 
posted west 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ін aŀƴƴƛƴƎ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ .ǊŀƴŘƻƴ aŀƴƛǘƻōŀΦ Iƛǎ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǿŀǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ά{ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ 
DŜƴŜǊŀƭ 5ǳǘƛŜǎΣ !ƛǊƳŀƴ /ŀŘŜǘ н ό!/нύέΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ŀ ǘǿƻ- or three-day 2000km rail 
ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǎǘƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΣ IŀǊƻƭŘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŀǘ .ǊŀƴŘƻƴΩǎ Ін 
Manning Depot on February 3rd, 1941. 
Source: Winnipeg Digital Library: R.C.A.F. No. 2 Manning Depot, Brandon, Manitoba 

Normally recruits would expect to spend 6-8 weeks in basic training getting 

their uniforms, learning to march, salute and follow orders etc., but such were 
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the needs of the war and especially the newly active British Commonwealth Air 
Training Plan (BCATP) that Harold was posted just nine days later on February 
9th 1941 to No. 2 Bomber and Gunnery School in Mossbank, Saskatchewan, 
arriving a day later. 

 
Source: No. 2 Bomber & Gunnery School in Mossbank, Saskatchewan: 
(www.hillmanweb.com) 

This must have been a bitter pill for Harold; for here he was being sent to a 
training facility dedicated to the very aircrew specialty he had volunteered for, 
but being sent as a general duties ground cadet. Not to train, but to work for 
the trainees and the establishment. 
What also must have been very hard for Harold, was that fact that he was 
going to, what appeared to be, the middle of nowhere in the middle of 
Saskatchewan, in the middle of Canada, in the middle of WINTER!  The next 
five months for a lad born and raised in the heat of Nigeria, West Africa, were 
ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƳ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ άDǳƭŀƎέ ƴƻǾŜƭΦ 
Lƴ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƛƴ άCƻǊǘǳƴŜέ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ !ǇǊƛƭ мфпн ƴƻǘŜŘ ōȅ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀǘ 
Mossbank, it stated. άhǳǘ ŀǘ aƻǎǎōŀƴƪΣ ƛƴ {ŀǎƪŀǘŎƘŜǿŀƴΣ ŀ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƻ ŘǊŜŀǊƛƭȅ 
remote from human society that it serves as a place of banishment for the 
ǳƴǊǳƭȅέΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪŜŘ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ǎŜƴǘ ƘŜǊŜΚΩ 

http://www.hillmanweb.com/
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While Harold was not ready for Mossbank, Mossbank was also not ready for 
Harold or any of the hundreds of staff, trainees and civilians posted there in 
late 1940 and early 1941. 
No. 2 Bombing & Gunnery School in Mossbank Saskatchewan opened on October 
28th, 1940 and remained open for 1509 days until December 15th, 1944 when the 
RCAF closed the school. It was at the BCATP Bombing & Gunnery Schools where 
bomb aimers, air gunners, air observers and wireless air gunners received training 
in bombing and gunnery techniques.  

One of 20 BCATP Schools opened in Saskatchewan, No. 2 BGS was a large school 
with five aircraft hangars and various other buildings including H-Hut barracks, 
other living quarters, a parade square, administrative buildings, motor transport 
buildings and service buildings for the aircraft. The primary aircraft used for 
training were the Westland Lysander, Bristol Bolingbroke, Avro Anson and Fairey 
Battle.  (www.hillmanweb.com) 

Source: Imperial War 
Museum: No. 400 
Squadron. RCAF 
rushing to climb into 
the cockpits of their 
Lysanders during 
training. 

 

 

 

 

Although Mossbank officially opened at the end of October 1940, three 
ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ IŀǊƻƭŘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άƻǇŜƴέ ǿŀǎ ƻǇŜƴ 
to much debate as some of the following station diary entries would suggest: 

ά10 October 1940. The water supply for the station continues to be hauled in 
tanks. The consequences of normal consumption of this water are most 
distressing as it contains minerals which act as an acute purgative. (ed: that 
would be laxative!) 

21 October мфплΦ !ƭƭ ǘƘŜ !ƛǊƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ /ƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ b/hΩǎ 
continue to be messed at the cookhouse of the contractor constructing the 
station. 

http://www.hillmanweb.com/
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24 October 1940. All ranks to be aware of deep trenches which traverse the 
station area at various points, which are not illuminated and as considerable 
distances have to be travelled after dark to the temporary messing quarters. 

01 November 1940. The 4th day of #1 Air Gunners course. Lectures mostly 
impromptu Armament and practical hints. No equipment available. Air 
Observers course impeded due to lack of equipment. 

03 November 1940. ¢ǊŀƛƴŜŜǎ ƻƴ !DΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ²ƛƴŘ ǎǇŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
direction exercises despite difficulty of lectures without equipment. A.T.S finds 
it impossible to begin training flights. Only one Bomb-sight on the Station. 

06 November 1940. Weather turning much colder. Certain of the Barracks have 
not yet had heaters installed. Air Gunners course spent pm on sports as no 
lecture material available and no equipment for lectures. Air Observers Course 
proceeding under difficulties. One additional Bomb-sight arrives, no Compass. 

08 November 1940. Weather turns considerably colder with snow flurries. More 
open deep trenches. Air Gunners Course at standstill. 

11. November 1940. No apparent progress being made in laying of sewer and 
water main construction. Water pipes from temporary tanks to kitchens and 
ŀōƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǊƻƻƳǎ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ŦǊŜŜȊƛƴƎΦέ 

Two months later 

άмн CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ 1941. Fifty General duties arrived from Manning pool, Brandon, 
Manitoba. This will permit a beginning in the replacement of civilians by Service 
Personnel. (Harold arrives at Mossbank) 

22 February 1941. The water situation again has reached a crucial stage. The 
weather is cold with heavy gale blowing, the various heating units are working 
ǘƻ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅΦέ 

At the end of February 1941, the Station strength was close to 1000 (including 
officers, Airmen, and civilians). For Harold this must have seemed bleak, but as 
was often the way the future direction and hope for movement to aircrew 
training did appear. For example:  

ά21 February мфпмΦ ¢ƘƛǊǘȅ !ƛǊŎǊŜǿ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ όIŀǊƻƭŘΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴύΣ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ 
as Service Police Guard today posted to No. 2 Initial Training School, Regina 
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Saskatchewan, being replaced by thirst Aircrew Standard who arrived from 
No.н aŀƴƴƛƴƎ 5ŜǇƻǘΣ .ǊŀƴŘƻƴΦέ 

{ƻΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǿŀȅ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǳǇΦ IŀǊƻƭŘ ǎǘǳŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άDŜƴŜǊŀƭ 5ǳǘƛŜǎέ 
endured a week in the base hospital in May 1941. Got to endure more 
blizzards, mud; see graduation classes, forced landings and crashes of the base 
Fairy Battles: prepare drones and firing targets: watch and help the station 
develop into one of the premier Air observers and Air Gunner training sites of 
Th BCATP. 

On May 01st 1941 Harold was promoted to AC1. 
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A commemorative Cairn dedicated to those who trained at No. 2 Bombing and Gunnery 
School in Mossbank Saskatchewan during World War II. 

 

On May 16th 1941 Harold attended a General Medical and Surgical examination 
ŀǘ aƻǎǎōŀƴƪΦ  Iƛǎ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ рΩрέ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ǎǳǊƎƛŎŀƭ 
ŀōƴƻǊƳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ άŦƭŀǘ ŦŜŜǘέ Iƛǎ ŜȅŜǎƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǘŜŘ ŀǎ нлκнл ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ 
άCƛǘ !м. !о.έ 

Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ άbƻέ ǘƻ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭ ŀƴŘ άbƻέ ǘƻ ǎƳƻƪƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ 
inspecting physician noted: ά{Ƴŀƭƭ ǎǘŀǘǳǊŜ ōǳǘ ǿŜƭƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘΣ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ŜȅŜ 
test, general impression is that he cerebrates very slowly but would likely retain 
ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ƻƴŎŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘέΦ 


