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FLIGHT REPORTS

~ United Kingdom Flight Report by Keith Wilkinson

Every now and then someone comes up with a little gem that adds to
the fascinating history of 458 RAAF Squadfumd here (pictured) is
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a great example a wartime steehelmet bearing the history of the
squadron.The helmet belonged to a UK member of ground crew
who served with 458 from Holmen-Spalding Moor right through to
the squadron's operations in and around Italjhat squadron
member was LAC James Edward Garside, who was born in London,
England, in 1922. Mr Garside died in 2012 at the age of 980Hjs
Paul, who is also a Londoner, has started to delve into his father's
stories and to look through his writings and memorabitarhaps

the most striking objectils father left behind is the hat which he had
filled with inscriptions featuring all the places he served with 458
between 1942 and 1945. It's a wonderful memento and also, in its
own way, a memoriaMWhat's even more interesting is that
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Mr Garside compiled a very detailed and long havwrtdten memoir
about his time with the 458 squadron. His son Paul has begun to
decipher it and aims to write it up so his accounts can be passed on
to Mr Garside's six grandchildrefihe other night | spent a couple of
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hours chatting with Paul as he quickly read his way through his dad's
pile of notes. There's some quite humorous stuff in them about
punchups, drunkenness, and violent rugby games. But there are
descriptions too of tragedy, and of grinding poverty among people
KS SyO02dzyiSNBR 2y KAAd UNI @St a0dof
beggars'He described in quite harrowing detail seeing a plane crash
in which the pilot was burned. He also saw inaadmdly injured air
gunner and wrote “"there was no chance for hinMr Garside is

thought to have worked in signals on the squadron. After the war he
worked with the Ministry of Defence in electrical engineerimgdios

and radar stations. His son would like to hear from anyone who
knows more about his father in the squadron. There are pictures of
him in the squadron archives. Some of these are possibly in photo
collections now held by relatives of other 458 men as they show
groups of men. One of his best friends with 458 Squadron was a guy
called Ken ToryOne thing has totally baffled Paul. It seems from
squadron photos his dad, as a Christian name, was calledj&

(see photo below taken from the 458 Albums on our website)

Official Squadron Albums | 458 RAAF Squadron

He has never heard
anyone call his dad
George. Irfact, he was
known as "Ted" from his
second name of Edward.
So, Paul wonders whether
captions he has seen
were written in error, or
whether George was a
wartime nickname.
Chances are this is RON TRIFFETLJACK CRISP, GEORGE GARSIDE, SMITHY,
something that will never | "% SAGGETT ST AFOR0 KEN TORY, B saxTER

be resolved. But you never know!

AMIYRA
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Queensland Flight Report by Brett Taylor

In myMarchnewsletterl included information regarding the 458
Squadron relocation to Italy, namely Foggia and Falconara along with
a2YS LIK23G23aANF LKA FTNRY Yé Tl UOKSNRa
CKAa Y2y O0KQa ySgatSIGIUSNIFIAFAY TF2f
On the 18 May | was pleasantly surprised to receive an email from
Graziano Fiordelmondo who had read my March newsletter on the
internet and wanted more information. Sintdeen, Graziano and |

have exchanged a number of emails and he has kindly agreed to me
sharing his story below.

Graziano is an amateur historian and was gathering information for
conferences to celebrate the 8Gnniversary of the liberation of
Falconara on 119" July 1944. Two conferences were held in
Falconara on 12and 17" July this year.

LIBERATION OF FALCONARA

According to Grazian®,alconara and adif the adjacentAncona area
were liberated by theéAllies in particular théolish Il Army led by
General Anders on 16/18th July 1944. They were supportetdoy
Italian Army of the CIL (Italian Liberation Goittee) and partisan
bandsagainst the German anthlian FascistArmies Theairport at
Falconaravas important for both the Fascists and the Anglo

American Allie§rom 1940 at the beginning of the war in Italy
GKNRdzZAK (2 GKS adzYYSNI 2F mMpnnd ¢K
the airport and the historical activities around it.

Dw! “L! bhQ{ ClaL[, {¢hw,

D NJ 1 Afathér&@ricarlo lived in Ancona and was oftlyrteen

years old at theutbreak of the war in ItalyHis family lived in

Ancona and unfortunately livetiroughthe bombinguntil the

liberation of AnconakFortunately, none ofhis familydied or were

injured and their house was also saved.

Ancona, especlly the port and the rail station area, was destroyed
and there were thousadis of deaths The family oD NI T Awlife/ 2 Q &
lived in Falconaradismother-in-law twenty-two years old at the
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time) livedin the villa of Marquis Trionfi in Falconara Alédter the
liberation, Allied officerswere quartered in the villaparticulaly

those ofthe RAF (supposiy alsoORAAFUSAF and paeps South
Africans) Hisfather-in-law however was captured ilied troops,
probably NewZealanders,during the battle of Bardia in Libya in
January 1941Hewas a POWip to JariFeb 1946in South Africa in

the Zonderwater campgmmediately ollaboratingwith the Alliesand
then going to workon a farm.

HISTORY SEARCH

Graziandoundthe 458 Marcmewsletter becausehe was
researchinghe internetfor anynews onthe crash ofan Allied plane
during an emergency landing at the Falconara airport in 1944
Grazianavas really surpriseto see the photos takeonf my father at
histown from the 458 newsletter. Rotos thathe guaranteal no one

in Falconara had ever sebefore. Infact, further investigations of
Y& FlLOKSNRa LK20G2a 2F | ANONF Fi
had labelled as in Falconara, were more likely in Foggia.
DNI T AFy2Q& LI NIGAOdzZ F NI NBaSI NOK
resulted in the link with 458 Squadron while they were operating
from it.

Graziano presents history ananyoccasions tschools and cultural
associationsn orderto make the poplation aware of whahad
happened irtheir area in particular with everything that tbto do
with WWI and WWIISpecifically, abouhe terrible and hortic

period of Fascismwith emphasis othe Holocaust andNazifascist
oppressionHe has beelasked to prepare a meetirat both aschool
and an association whicls expected to occur around
SEptember/Octoberthis year.

¢2 KSftLI DNITAFYy2 L

operations in that area.

The firstconference vas heldon 12thJduly and afriend of his
presentd pictures, movies and other infomation aboutthe
Falconara liberation inctling news about thé\lied Air forcesthat
hadhadabasethere,
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& h the evening of the 17th there was a meeting at the castle of
Falconardlta relating to the passage WWII front in our country,
where, as | told you, our airport was mentioned in the period 1939
46. For family reasons | was unable to go but | passed all the
documentation to another speaker, a very young professor of
contemporary history, Dr. Lucubissati (who reads to us in copy).
You cannot imagine the amazement when they brought your
greetings to the whole meeting, obviously referring to the figure of
your father as Leader of the 4%8uadron of the RAAF in Falconara
(during)the period September 44January 45. Many knew th&he
Allied Squadrond)ad passed through our airport afténe liberation
(AustraliansCanadiansnd Americangsbut they were not aware of
the relevant squadrons. Everyone was very pleased to be

able to see the photo where your father and other members of 458
Squadrorwere posing at the barracks/workshop ¢/ Falconara airport
in that autumn/winter of 1944. It also made the whole audience
smile when Luca was overwhelmed reading the pages of the book
that you sent mgwhich)focused on the attempted theft of the
airplane. Attached you will find two photos where the photo of your
father and companiong/as projected on the screen.

| am also sending a copy of this message to Dr. Serena Brunelli, of the
culture office of the municipality of Falconaga.
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Here is a couple of images Graziano sent to me, showing the routes
of attack, and a photograph of liberating troops taken about197
July 1944,
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Graziano has also noted bel@ome of the RAAF graves in the
Ancona Commonwealth Cemetery;

Pilot Officer George Henry Blom29/6/19 ¢ 11/9/44
Plot IV Row K No.20

Flight Sergeant Ross Harding 18/10/23¢ 21/11/44
V. L. 17

Flight Sergeant Kenneth James Leslie 1/5/22 ¢ 14/12/44
Plotll Row E No 5

F/S K. J Leslie 419785 was in 458 Squadron and his details are shown
on the association website. On the night of th&/14 Dec 1944he

was second pilot in a Wellington crew returning from an Armed

Recce along the coast when bad weather caused them to be diverted
from Falconara to Jesi aerodrontéowever the aircraft crashed into

a hillside south west of Jesi killing all on board. All the crew were
buried in the same Ancona Cemetery.

Flying Officer Kent Morgan Walkins  10/4/23 ¢ 17/3/44

Plot Il Row J No.10

REFLECTION

DN} T AlFy2Qa AYyaGSNBad Ay (GKS f A0SNI
reminds me how fortunate we were in Australia that the Japanese
were prevented from an invasion during WVWHEd the Allies not

won the Battle of the Coral Sea and then the Battle of Midway, our
life in Australia would have been very different.

Graziano also reminds me that the 458 newsletters are not just read
by interested relatives and friends but also potentially by millions of
people worldwide. It isamazing to think that after 80 years, a
connection is discovered between a particular Italian civilian in
Falconara and 458 Squadron members. Such is the power of the
internet, | guess.
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=K New South Wales Flight Report by Stephen Bruce

Anzac Day 2024 in Sydney was a great su¢egsspt for the usual
delays and misinformation covering our step off locations and
timings).

Our reunion atCastlereagh Boutique Hotel was attended by 28
stalwarts, includingix newcomers to our group. There wagreat

deal of happiness in the room from atheeting new direct family
descendants and sharing their stories and remembranths.

photos bear testament to the success of the day and look forward to
a continuation of the growth of involvement of all in the 458 family.
Our proposed October,2025 Reunion in Malta is gaining traction. At
present we have 20 from NSW and Victoria flight who are interested
inattendingg FIAY I £ NBdzy A2y ¢ Ay =zt Sadl
defence of Malta.

It is an appropriate time as we commemorate the 80th Anniversary
of the cessation of WW?2 in Europalbeit not the exact date).lIt

should be noted that our previous reunion was held in Canberra in
2005 where previous High Commissioner for Malta Dr Ivan Fsadni
suggested our next reunion should be held in Malta!

We invite all those who would like to join us in Malta in
October,2025to email me (Stephen Brucen expression of
interest. My email address istephenwbruce@hotmail.com

Representations have been made to The High Commissioner in
Canberra His Excellency Mario Farugia Borg and we will also involve
our High Commission in Malta along with Australian Department of
Veteran Affairs to plan an official event

Further information will be provided as it comes to haRwbb

Wilkinson will provide us with indicative airfares for those travelling
from Australia.

Best RegardsStephen Bruce458 Squadron Secretary
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Vale Jim Wardle.

A few snaps from the funeral of Jim Wardtis sons, Simon and
James have marched with us on many occasitinss wife (Rosie)
was the daughter of RAF 458er Len Best.

? Victoria Flight Report by Roland Orchard

Melbourne CBD ANZAC Day 2024
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On a crisp and rain free autumn day, 12 of us marched to the Shrine

of Remembrance in Melbourne. Earlier some of us attended the 5.30

am Dawn Service. One of the many highlights on this day was
GKAY1AY 3 | 02dzi -Prediieht Beftaml oF oyt Re /[ 2
meeting (23/3) with him: 99 years young Warrant Officer Bert (John)
O'Leary who resides in Frankston South. He served with the

Squadron at Gibraltar. Another was having Rob Forgan join us from

Mt. Gambier. It was also fitting that 460 SQN was marchirgnioe

us as they were formed out of 458 SQN. Within the hour after

completing our march, Victoria Flight President, Roland Orchard
2LISYSR GKS YSSiAy3a FyR OFtftSR F2N
remembrance of recently passed Veterans, widows & members of

458 Squadron. He then recited the ode. Lest we Forget. The meeting
gl a OFffSR (02 RA&aOdzaa GKS O2YAy3
conduct the 2024 AGM. The meeting place was the same as 2023,

just across the road (Birdwood Ave) from the Shrine. In attendance

were Chris & Heather Wurr, their daughter Karen & husband Clinton

and their sonRob Forgan, Neil Flentje, Roland Orchard and daughter
Emily, Chris Orchard, Jeremy Orchard, friend John Marino. Apologies
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were received from Howard & Sally Bertram, Jane & Eric Foster,
Matthew Wuillemin, Gill & Joe Somers. Those who marched were:
Rob Forgan, John Boydell, Chris Waimd Great grandson o458

veteran Lisle "Woozle" WurNeil Flentje, Roland Orchard and
daughter Emily, Chris Orchard, Jeremy Orchard, our sisters Pene and
Edwina, John Marino This year we had 5 Air Force Cadets displaying
the picture of the Wellington and carrying our Banner; Four from 414
Squadron in Richmond and one from 415 Squadron in Melbourne.
Following beside us (with the onlookers) as we marched were
Heather Wurr and daughter Karen and husband Clinton.

Left- RAAF Flyover as the 458 Squadron
contingent marched past The Shrine of
Remembrance.

We would like to wish Gill Somers
@ our very best for a speedy and full
recovery.
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m Canada Flight Report by Adam & Cate Wagstaffe

WQ2 Robert Alfred Phillip Sheffield. R102577 RCAF an
Normandy musings

We have recently returned from Normandy, Frandé were there
for the 80th anniversary of D Day and the Battle of Normaimly.
part because our father/grandfathéought in Normandy with the
9th DLI50th DivisionXXX @rp. We were there as well because
there was a gatheringf WW2 liaison aircraffmuchlike our own
Aeroncal-3) alsocommemorating the 80th

https://www.|-birds.fr
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While there we made the tnl:o GoIIeV|IIe Manche Normandy
pay our respects to the crew of 458tWellingtonR 1785. The story
of the flight, crew andledicated memorial is already told so well in
the « EducatioriLes We Forget» sectionof the squadron website




aswell as in the August 200%wsletter. It was interesting to note
that even though the brave crew died in 194Beir memorial stone
wasincludedin the 80th Anniversargommemorations as you see

from the bunting surrounding thetone.
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Respecto

RAAF pilot 404431 FO Bernard Peter Hi¢k8y BrisbaneQLD

RAAF pilot 400716 Sgt Victor William Johnst@4e LockingtonVIC

RNZAF Navigator NZ403773 PO Robert Birnie (24) AucklAand

RAFVR WO 1159702C FSgt Albert Sydney Austin (21) Aston,
Birmingham UK

RAAG AG 407639 Sgt William Wallace Forgan (22) Crystal Brook,
Adelaide SA

RAFVR AG 752964 Sgt Fred Hifdn LeicesteitUK
https://aircrewremembered.com/mcguinessaftarchiveww?2-458
sadwellingtons.html

We also had the opportunity to visit the Juno Beach Ceintre
Courseullesur-mer, Calvados.Normandy

¢KS Wdzy2 . SIOK [/ SyWoNdBVaiMuselnbnd | Rl Q&
cultural centre located in Normandy, France. The Centre pays

homage to the 45,000 Canadians who lost their lives during the War,

of which 5,500 were killed during the Battle of Normandy and 381 on
D-Day. Opened in 2003 by veterans and volunteers with a vision to
create a permanent memorial to all Canadians who served during the
{SO2YyR 22NIR 2FINE (GKS /SYiNBQa YI
for future generations through education and remembrance
LYRAQGARdzE £ & 2NJ ANRdzLJA OFy alLl2yazN
who fought in WW2. We will be investigating how many of the®™58
Canadians are already dedicated and how we might sponsor those

who are not yet.

https://www.junobeach.org/
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While we were at theanuseum,we did take a moment to virtually
dedicate two poppies.

One to WO Perry King R93340 R@AIFsubject in the December
2023Newsletter

@ v

\nitials: P

cer Class

Royal Canadial Air Force
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Go East Young Man
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The other was folWWO Robert Alfred Phillip Sheffield. R102577
RCAFsecond pilot in LB134 with Perry King and crew.

Killed in Action February 25.1943
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Robert Alfred Philip Sheffield was born October322,in

Vancouver BC. Canaddis parents were Alfred Ernest Sheffield
originally from London, England and Gertrude Maude Sheffield (nee
Thomson), also from LondoHe was brother to John, Edward, Jack
and HelenHe was raised in Hollyburn West Vancouver (just a
ai2ySQa GKNRg FTNRY dza y2¢6 YR TN
correspondent Brian Quinlan).

He was educated through to senior matriculation where he
specialized in Stenography, Bookkeeping and Secretarial.

He played the trumpet in both the school as well as a military band
and enjoyed photography and skiing. With the BC mountainssknd
hills at his doorstep these hobbies seem hardly surprising.

He enlisted on September 2494Q a month before his 8birthday,
but had to wait untilApril 21, 1941, to be called upowever,Robert
did not sit around waiting and having obtained his driving license
found work as a driver in the®Division Petrol Co with the Royal
Canadian Army Service Corps (RCABERCASC moved supplies
from the rear areas to th&ontlines. They delivered all rations,
ammunition, petroleum products, and all other essentials. They did
so with a variety of vehicles ranging frahree- to ten-ton trucks,

and forty-ton tank transporters.

26| Page



EASTON April 21,1941, Robereported to#1 Manning Depot in
Toronto Ontario, where if you recall from other Canadians we have
storied, he learnt to march in an ill fitted uniform (we have read that
those that could afford went to local tailers who made relative
fortunes adjusting and altering cadet uniformBgbert would have
taken the train from Vancouver a thresaythree-nightjourney that
would have passed through tiieocky Mountainso Alberta and on
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through Saskatchewan and Manitoba to Ontario. | did this journey

myself in 1973, a great way to see western Canada.

Just one month in Toronto and Robert was travellifS Rgainto
#17 Equipment Depot in Ottawa for another two months.

On the16™ July 1941 Robert headdeASDnce again, this time to
Victoriaville, Quebec at#3 Initial Training SchodITS)
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Colldge du Sacre Coeur - Sacred Heart College, Victoriaville, P. Q.
Previously it was a catholic school for boys, before the war, with
room for 500 boys..it now housed upwards of 900 airmen.
LecturesncludedMath, Signals. Sanitation, Administration, Map
reading and the Link Trainer.
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It provided 4 weeks academic based training and testing for Pilot, Air
Observer/Navigator candidates, at the end of which men moved on
to train as either Pilots or Observer/Navigators. Those who did not
meet the requirements were rerouted to train as Wireless

h LIS NI G 2 NA k WwiwNdarbnazyigmSriegpedject.com

We have seen it written that th#op of the class tended to be sent

on the Navigator stream as it was believed that a higher intelligence
and grasp of maths was required. Those wanting to become pilots
soon learned not to shine too much at the ITS.

Robert passed the schoffut not too well) and along with 42
prospective pilots from course 31 was posted EAST to Stanley, Nova
Scotia and #17 Elementary Flight School (EFTS).
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