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FLIGHT REPORTS

l = United Kingdom Flight Report by Keith Wilkinson

We have some very sad news from England.

The wife of our squadron co-president Charles Humbles has died at
the age of 103. Charles and Joyce had been married for a truly
remarkable 83 years.

My wife and | were among the friends and family who attended the
funeral service on Valentine’s Day at Hemel Hempstead
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Crematorium. It was a very moving occasion especially when the
gathering listened to Amazing Grace by Judy Collins and then filed-
out to the music of the RAF March Past.

Charles — who now has a 24-hour carer - was there in his wheelchair
and appeared to be holding up well, considering the circumstances.
Joyce had been in good health for some time but in January
developed breathing trouble and passed away peacefully in her sleep
with Charles at her side.

She was given a beautiful send-off with a eulogy that reflected on the
lives of this very special couple. They were married in 1940 before
Charles joined 458 Squadron. They were separated for much of the
war, which included his time working on the maintenance of the
squadron’s Wellingtons in North Africa.

They had actually been together as a couple since 1938. | imagine
there are very few couples in the entire world that can match that. It
was their love of ballroom dancing that brought them together. Both
were silver medallists. Both were interested in gardening and golf —
Joyce becoming her Club’s first Lady Captain.

As | have reported in this newsletter many times, Charles and Joyce
enjoyed a small daily gin and tonic. They were not big drinkers by any
means but their little lunchtime tradition certainly didn’t do them
any harm. They both lived very healthily and happily beyond the age
of 100, receiving cards from Queen Elizabeth 11 and, more recently,
King Charles.

Shortly after the funeral, Charles reached his 102" birthday. At his
home, relatives presented him with a cake and he blew out the
candle. | spoke to Charles that day by phone. He was in good spirits
and reminisced a little about the war, reminding me that he had not
just worked on Wellingtons but, in 1940, on "Battle of Britain"
Spitfires and Hurricanes. Those of us who value our freedom owe so
much to guys like him and we should never forget what he and
others did in the war. Unsurprisingly, Charles told me he missed his
beloved Joyce very badly.
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| spoke recently with squadron co-president Bill Wake who is 101. He
told me that in January he had a fall at home and knocked his head
on the kitchen floor. He had tripped over a thin strip of metal which
had caught the edge of his slippers. He was able to crawl to his
phone to call an ambulance. In hospital he was given stitches which
he described as “jolly painful”. Thankfully, when | spoke to him, he
was back to his usual cheery self and we had a nice long chat, putting
the world to rights, and such like.

l‘ : Canada Flight Report by Adam & Cate Wagstaffe

ANZAC day, the Blue Puttees and 458'"...Canada Connections

= T - o B Ny -

v " J r '’ ! v -.
The Royal Newfoundland Regiment wearing blue Puttees.

“Puttees became part of the British uniform by the Boer War in the late 1890s,
and the fashion slowly spread to other armies. Cheaper than tall boots or gaiters,
they were a budgetary boon in outfitting millions of soldiers with footwear.
Even the high-booted Germans turned to puttees when leather supplies ran
short.

To wear them, troops folded trouser bottoms against their legs, and, starting
below the top of their ankle boots, wrapped the nine-foot strips in an
overlapping spiral from ankle to two finger widths below the knee, clockwise
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on one leg, counter-clockwise on the other. They were tied off with attached
half-metre tapes.”

The province of Newfoundland and Labrador is now an integral part of Canada
but in 1914 Newfoundland was not part of Canada. It was its own dominion of
the British Empire. When war was declared Newfoundland and Canada
automatically declared war alongside the British and the call went out for
volunteers. From a total Newfoundland population of 240,000 over 12,000
would enlist during the war.

The first 500 would form the core of the 1% Newfoundland Regiment (later and
uniquely given the name change to The Royal Newfoundland Regiment).
Newfoundland did not have an official militia since the later part of the 1800’s
so equipping these new soldiers in the khaki uniforms of the dominion forces
was a logistical challenge. When it came to the puttees due to a shortage of the
khaki material on the island, a blue material (from the boy’s brigade) was
substituted and so the nickname of “The Blue Puttees” became attached to the
Royal Newfoundland Regiment.

On October 03, 1914, 538 Blue Puttees boarded SS Florizel, in St John’s
harbour, bound for England and for more training.

Blue Puttees
aboard the
Florizel. October
1914 (Rooms
provincial archives)
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While the regiment expected to be deployed to Europe, in mid-August 1915 the
unit received word that it was going to Sulva Bay in the Gallipoli Penninsula!l
There they would join the 88" Brigade of the 29" Division of the British Army.

After sailing for Egypt

The Regiment, now 1076 strong, landed at Suvla Bay at 3am on September 20,

1915. A Lieutenant Owen Steele wrote in his journal:

"The place where we are to land is shelled all day long, and the last Division which went there lost
1,200 men and 36 officers the first day, and that, without having fired a shot, nor seen a single Turk,
so we have heard."

That would have been men from the ANZAC forces.

The Blue Puttees, also known as the Caribou Regiment because of their cap
badge, fought alongside the ANZACs until the withdrawal from the peninsula in
January 1916. Relative to the tragic losses of the ANZAC men, their casualties
were very light (the most vicious and deadly fighting had passed). Some of
those killed were buried in the Lancashire Landing Cemetery in Gallipoli.
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Blue Puttees/ Caribou Regiment
cap badge
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22 soldiers from the Newfoundland Regiment, Lancashire Landing Cemetery (CWG Commission)

7|Page



The regiment was credited with taking Hill 10, a Turkish sniper stronghold
(renamed Caribou Hill)

gow’ o L R
Lieutenant James Donnelly awarded the Military Cross for actions at Caribou Hill and for being part of the rearguard during
the evacuation.
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allipoli is listed on the Battle honours of the regiment

[

The regiment went on to fight in Europe, almost being wiped out on the first
day of the Somme on July 01, 1916 at the battle of Beaumont-Hamel. Of the
nearly 800 Newfoundlanders who went into battle that morning only 68 were
able to answer the roll call the next day. Later the regiment saw action at Ypres
and Cambrai. At the end of the war, of the 6200 men who served in the
regiment, 3800 were either killed, wounded or taken prisoner.

Following the war, a series of Caribou statues were erected commemorating
the places where the Blue Puttees had fought. It was named the Caribou Trail.
The final one was installed, in 2021, next to Caribou Hill (Hill 10 cemetery)
Sulva bay Gallipoli.
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Caribou statue on the Caribou Trail.

Now that in itself is a fascinating connection between Canada and the ANZAC
day history. But there is a little more to tell....

One of those brave Newfoundlanders who volunteered in WW1 and joined the
Royal Newfoundland Regiment, the Blue Puttees, the Caribou regiment, was a
young man named Samuel
Stanfield (service number
5126).

Samuel Stanfield. Photo taken from family
tree on Ancestry.ca.
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Samuel Stanfield enlistment card from 1918

Samuel Stanfield was a fisherman, from a small village on the east coast of
Newfoundland. He was not one of the first 1000 who fought with the ANZACs
at Gallipoli (that really would be a scary connection). He enlisted in 1918 with
the regiment and was sent to France, where he saw action during the last four

months of the war and was demobilised in 1919 and returned to
Newfoundland.
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2. What is your full Address? ..........covnunes

3. Are you a British Subject? .....oviuniiianins
4. What is your age? ..ccocveviciinnncnasns
5. What is your Trade or Calling? ......co00uin
O Areyou Married? . .. . 0 v sa s iaiTh s avens

7. Have you ever served in any Branch of His Ma —M
jesty’s Forces, naval or military, if so,* wlnch?} e S e i N1

] OO SRS L

10. Did you reccive a Notice, and do you undentnnd] 10

its meaning. and who gave it to you ?-

1. What is your name? ......cvevveeees Sebensese . LT - 7 A 0 TR

8 Are you willing to be vaodnated or re-vac-} 8. 7,@9

9. Are you willing to he enlisted for General Service?. . Q. %..

ON ATTRESTATION.

Mlmd. bonestly and fajthfully defend His Mojesty, His Helrs and Successors, in Person, Crown amd Dlmll:
enecles, according to the conditions of my service.

................................. do msXe oath, that I will be hlthtul and
l s nlluinm to Hia ‘the Fitth, His Hoirs and Successors, sud that | will, as In duty

agninse all

CERTIFICATE OF MAGISTRATE OR ATTESTING OFFICER.

he would ba liable to be punished as provided In the Army Act
Tho above questions were then read to the Recrult in my presence.
I hava taken care that he understands each question, and that his answer to oach question bas been @

as replied to, apd the sald ns wede and signed the ration and taken tha oath baforo me
on this. 7 dayol. ... L AN AR A 191 !
Blcnmu ¢ Attosting Officer . AV VIV, ... AL

The Recrult sbove named was cxutioned by me that |f be made any falso answer to any of the above quest!

a——
SOAVDITINIMAATE AT ADDDAVIAA ADDMIADD

Samuel Stanf/e/d's enlistment application from May 17, 1918.

Later that same year he married Caroline Blackwood. They had four children

Eleazer born 1920, Gladys 1921, Bessie 1924 and Warren 1927.
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Times were very tough in Newfoundland during the late 1920’s. The great
depression struck early and hard. Because of the great unemployment,
defaulting national government and very meagre welfare services, Samuel,
along with thousands of others were forced to head to the United States in
search of work. We do not know the exact circumstances, but Samuel died in
Philadelphia Oct 25, 1929.

PLACE OF DEATH

COUNTY oF PHILADELPHIA CERTIFICATE OF DEATH

TOWNSHIP OF.
REGISTRATION DISTRICT NoO. 1
OR -

BOROUGH OF. * PRIMARY REGISTRATION DISTRICT N

REGISTERED, NO,

|

OR 0 g 0
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2. FULL NAME._._(_ 4L £~ . YL L, S & E o S IR
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/ /// = // 770R DIVORCED 65 1w g
. 7 G =

W 4 Month Day

1 j/j 17 1 HEREBY CERTIFY THAT AN INQUEST WAS HELD UPON THE

Day Year BODY OF THE ABOVE NAMED DECEASED ON THE DAY

If LESS than 1 day OF...... eseemsen e ..19......., THAT THE JURY RENDERED A VERDICT GIVING

3 % how many............ hrs. or || THE CAUSE OF DEATH AS FOLLOWS:
; Yrs......... mos. e RS
E : 21T
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Death certificate of Samuel Stanfield.

His death certificate lists cause of death as “Gas Poison” with an inquest
pending. We cannot ascertain whether this was the cause of an industrial
accident, domestic or even perhaps the result of post war complications from
gassing during WW1. His body was returned to Newfoundland a week later.

For his widow Caroline and the four young children, the following 10 years
must have been incredibly hard. The dominion of Newfoundland defaulted on
loans several times, yet still refused to join Canada. People on welfare received
meagre food rations, and malnutrition and starvation were evident.
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“Who wasn't hungry in Newfoundland in 19347 At least one third of the population was out of work.
Thousands of children stayed home from school because they had no shoes or proper clothing.
Diseases—such as tuberculosis—caused by poor housing, lack of coal and hunger were common.
The government was flooded with telegrams calling for help. People were starving in the outports.
Whole communities had nothing to eat and no way of getting any food.

e e .

Credit: PANL, Gustav Anderson Collec'tion.

Street Scene of poor housing, water and sanitation in St. Johns 1939

Sometimes men stole what they needed for their families. They threatened government officials.
They broke into local stores. Small groups blocked roads in protest. Poorly paid woodsmen jumped
trains and headed for home in despair. Their wages were so small they had no choice but to steal a
ride.5 The telegrams warned of further problems. People begged for help” (Janet McNaughton'’s
essay in Desperate Measures the Great Depression in Newfoundland and Labrador. Newfoundland
and Labrador Adult Basic Education Social History Series, Page 31.)

Caroline and her four children survived the depression and with the outbreak
of WW2 in 1939 the economy of Newfoundland began to improve, primarily
because of the influx of Military spending from both Canada and Britain, both
recognizing the military significance of the most easterly ports and airports of
North America. Newfoundland was still a dominion and not part of Canada, so
when war was declared and recruiting began, the vast majority of young men
who volunteered for the armed forces joined the ranks of the Royal Navy, the
British Army and the Royal Air force.
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One of those young men was Eleazer Stanfield, the first son of Samuel (Our
Blue Puttee) and Caroline Stanfield (born 1920). Eleazer joined the RAFVR with
service number 1365035.

Because he joined the RAF his records are not as accessible as those of the
RCAF, so we do not know where his training took place and on what aircraft.
We do know that in 1943 he was a Sergeant Wireless Operator/Gunner and we
do know that he joined 458" RAAF in June 1943 in Protville Tunisia.

Eleazer crewed up with RCAF pilot Flying Officer William J. Markowsky (J/9250)
from Saskatchewan, Canada. Eleazer Stanfield flew with Markowsky on five
missions:

e June 23, 1943 in Wellington ‘F* Anti Shipping 2015-0610 in the
Tyrrhenian Sea

e July 03, 1943 in Wellington ‘F’ a “Goofington” 2100-0510 Anti Shipping
patrol. Weather calm. No incidents

e July 08, 1943 in Wellington ‘H’ Anti Shipping 2115-0515, No Incidents
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e July 12, 1943 in Wellington ‘P’ Armed Reconnaissance 2040-0545. No
Incidents

And finally:
e July 15, 2043 in Wellington ‘A’ Cross-over patrol Straight of Bonifacio
and south of Elba. “Aircraft Failed to Return”
eyl T T DETAIL OF WORK CARKIED OUT
No, 458 aquadron, RedsAe¥e

As it turned out Markowsky and crew had been shot down attacking the
convey.
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“RCAF pilot J/9250 FLGOFF William J Markowsky (21) was captured and transported to Germany.
After initial interrogation at the Dalag Luft Oberursel near Frankfurt, he was given the POW No.1781
and sent to Stalag Luft lll at Sagan & Belaria. He survived captivity and was released in April of 1945
and repatriated to Canada where he lived until his death on February 10, 1997.
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RAAF 2nd pilot 402314 FSGT Edward Joseph Colclough (23) of Chatswood in Sydney, New South
Wales was captured and transported to Germany. After initial interrogation at the Dalag Luft
Oberursel near Frankfurt he was given the POW No0.83651 and sent to Stalag IVB at Muhlberg, north
of Dresden. He survived captivity and was released by the Russians in 1945 then repatriated back to
Australia. He discharged from the RAAF on October 26, 1945 with the rank of Warrant Officer.
Edward Colclough died aged 62 on April 16, 1982.
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RAFVR Navigator 122961 FLGOFF Ronald Leonard was captured and transported to Germany. After
initial interrogation at the Dalag Luft Oberursel near Frankfurt he was given the POW No.1779 and
sent to Stalag Luft Ill at Sagan & Belaria. He survived captivity and was released in April of 1945 and
repatriated back to the UK.

RAFVR Air Gunner 80384 PLTOFF Harry Whitby John Filmer was captured and transported to
Germany. After initial interrogation at the Dalag Luft Oberursel near Frankfurt he was given the POW
No.1773 and sent to Stalag Luft lll at Sagan & Belaria. He survived captivity and was released in April
of 1945 and repatriated back to the UK.

RAFVR wireless air gunner 1315620 SGT E J W Blackler was captured and transported to Germany.
After initial interrogation at the Dalag Luft Oberursel near Frankfurt he was given the POW No0.370
and sent to Stalag Luft Ill at Sagan & Belaria. He survived captivity and was released in April of 1945
and repatriated back to the UK.

RCAF Wireless Air Gunner R/98819 WOFF Il Thomas Eric Griggs (31) of Tisdale in Saskatchewan,
Canada was KIA and has no known grave. He is commemorated on Panel 10, Column 2 of the Malta
Memorial near Kings Gate, Valetta, Malta; and, on Page 166 of the Canadian Second World War
Book of Remembrance in Ottawa, Canada.

RAFVR Wireless Air Gunner 1365035 SGT Eleazer Stanfield (23) of Port Blanford in Newfoundland,
Canada was KIA and has no known grave. He is commemorated on Panel 10, Column 2 of the Malta
Memorial near Kings Gate, Valetta, Malta”

(Source Paul McGuiness RAAF Archive. Aircrewremembered.com)

Fhenr rSnow, Eric Augustus

125 Squadron., Royal AlF Force March 1y, 1944
gunner Snow,Francis Douglas
166(Newfoundland)Field chf.,Royh.»\rtillw:, April 12, 1943

gunner Snow,Harold Edward
1 ioo(Newfoundland)Field Regt,Royal Artillery April 22, 1943
SAMRN  Spencer, Matthew Joseph

1 HMS Prcsident,Royal Navy January 241944
AB s

. Send Eleazer Stanfield is remembered
SEAMAN ﬂutt’cs.Hcm:y Georoe
H.

S Scotstoun, Raydl Navy 4 Juners, 90 by the Government of Canada

e N Andersen . and  The  Government of

SR Stacey, Leslic Joseph Newfoundland as a Canadian
HM Trawler Strathborve,Royal Navy Septembero,ig41 ] . . .

SERNARY Stamp, James Jongh who was killed in action while

HMS Jervis Bag,Royal Navy Novembersjgso Serving Wlth the RAFVR in 458th

sergeant Stanfield, Eleazer
Royal AirForce att. 458 (RAAF) Squadron  July1s, 1943 RAAF sq Uadron.

SEAMAR Y Stansbury, Cecil
1 HMS Jervis Bay,Royal Navy November 5,1040
an Stares, Meschack Fuan
HMS Bluebell,Royal Navy February 17,1945
sergeant Stewart, Charles Henry
o ~ ~
KRN0 .\]uadron,?’\oyal Air Force Jl4li1 9, low2

W,
S GiRssStick , James Robin
Royal CanadianAirForce att. Mg\l‘\AF)Squﬂdron?ehrumz, 141043

28lE v Stone,Hubert Cecil

L HMS Victory,Ro\gnl Navy May 15, 1944
Haman Stone,James Ashton
HMS Stanleu,Royal Navy December 19,1941
198
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St. John's International Airport Memorial. You can just see Stanfield, Eleazer listed in the far right panel.

We do not have a picture to share of Sgt Eleazer Stanfield; member of 458"
RAAF, son of Samuel Stanfield, Blue Puttee from the Royal Newfoundland
Regiment of Gallipoli honour, but we are in contact with a distant family
member, so we remain hopeful.

We would request an Asterix next to his name in the RAF section of the 458"
honour roll, indicating that he is recognized by Canada as one of its own.

On April 25" we will be thinking of the history of ANZAC day and of Eleazer

Stanfield 1365035 as well as the connections......
Sources:
Sergeant Veterans.gc.ca
ELEAZER (E) STANFIELD Rafcommands.com
Media | Images | Documents | Frangais Aircrewremembered.com
Therooms.ca
Fullname: ELEAZER (E) STANFIELD Canadianfallen.ca
Service #: 1365035 National Archives
Rank: Sergeant Ancestry.ca
Unit: Royal Air Force Heritage.nf.ca
Date of Death: 15 July 1943 Legionmagazine.com
Cemetery: MALTA MEMORIAL Findagrave.com
Wasagabeachpark.com
Ww2db.com
Gov.nf.ca
Cbc.ca

Gallipoli-association.org
Collections.mun.ca

Scholars.wlu.ca

Thebattlefieldtours.com

We Find and Destroy by Peter Alexander
458" RAAF squadron records
458raafsquadron.org Cwgc.org
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ueensland Flight Report by Brett Tavlor

The last few months have been rather quiet on the home front in
Queensland and there is no communication to report. At the
moment there are no plans for Anzac Day in Brisbane this year.

In this report | want to again relay some information that my father
left me. This time | want to focus on the support required to keep the
aircraft and air crew operational, specifically what was required to
move the Squadron from Alghero in Sardinia to Foggia in Italy.

| have typed out below “Movement Orders” for 458 Squadron as the
original is in poor condition. For more detailed information, | refer
the reader to “We find and Destroy” Chapter XV. The orders were
probably written about mid to late August 1944,

“Intention It is intended to move No. 458 Squadron, at present under
the Administrative Control of Headquarters, No. 328 Wing. Alghero,
to Foggia, under the Administrative Control of Headquarters, No. 242
Group. The ultimate destination of the Squadron will be Ancona.
Operational efficiency is to be maintained.

Execution The Squadron will be divided into three parties, mentioned
hereunder and will move under their respective Officers as provided.
“A” Party by air. Officer i/c. S/Ldr R.C. Knight S/Ldr Taylor

“B” Party by train. Officer i/c. F/Lt J. Guthrie

“C” Party by road. Officer i/c F/Lt G. Vale

“A” Party consists of all aircraft and crews, together with F/Lts. Chest
and Hervey, F/O Stratford and WO personnel as per Appendix “A”
attached who are essential for the maintenance of the aircraft. An
airlift of 36,000Ibs has been granted, covering 8,000Ibs, for essential
technical equipment and 28,000Ibs for the conveyance of the latter
mentioned personnel and their personal equipment. This subsection
of “A” party will be under the control of S/Ldr Taylor who will ensure
that the aircrew take their own tentage and personal equipment in
their own aircraft and the ground crew take their allocation of 13
tents in the D.C’s provided. The date and time of this movement will
be notified by Headquarters 328 Wing who will be responsible for the

20|Page



efficiency of this movement, Sgt Allan is to provide sufficient pooling
of utensils to maintain this party at Foggia, as well as to provide
sufficient rations to maintain these personnel for a period of up to 6
days on the Wings location. He will give Cpl Rix specific instructions
how this is to be effected before leaving.

Sgt Wise (Discip N.O.) will ensure that he has 6 copies of the nominal
roll of the 70 Maintenance personnel.

“B” Party consists of 3 Officers and 168 other ranks with their
personal equipment. This party is to parade outside the Airmen’s
mess at 0430 hours on 3™ September, 1944, and be prepared to
move off immediately. A baggage party consisting of 1 Sgt and 12
men will remain to attend to the transportation of this Party’s kit.
This kit is to be conveyed direct to Sassari where it will link up with
the Main Party. F/Lt Guthrie is to report to F/Lt Smith, the
Embarkation Officer, at Cagliari and proceed under that Officer’s
instruction from then on.

F/Lt Guthrie is to ensure that the party carried 3 days bulk rations.

The following documents are to be carried.
I. Four copies of Form 2066
ii.  Eight copies of the Nominal Rolls
iii. A movement order
“C” Party will consist of all Motor Transport and personal essential to
M.T. namely 2 Officers and 53 other ranks, under the control of F/Lt
G. Vale. This party is to move in convoy and be prepared to move by
2359 hours on 2" September, 1944, with M.T. laden to capacity.
W/O Bailey is responsible to ensure that:
I Sufficient Arms are drawn to protect the convoy and issued
to each driver.
ii.  That all petrol tanks are full to capacity.
iii.  That water bowsers carry sufficient water for the convoy.
iv.  That 1 petrol bowser carry M.T. fuel to refuel the convoy as
and when necessary.
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v.  That a breakdown party is detailed and proceeds at the rear
of the convoy.”
vi.  That the slowest vehicle is placed at the head of the convoy.”

™

The Appendix A referred to in the orders is shown b
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So to recap the move consisted of something like 293 men, 127?
aircraft and crew, 36,000lbs freight, all vehicles and equipment, by
air, train, road and ship. The complete disjointed move appears to
have taken about 4 weeks.

In his diary on 8™ September Dad reported that all the aircrew and
some tradesmen were in Foggia but the road party was still in
Cagliari waiting for a ship. The ship party was in the Base Personnel
Depot in Naples but all the tentage was in Cagliari so they had to stay
in Naples.

Dad was in charge of the Rear Party (B?) and their movement was
made more protracted as the D.C 3’s, probably operated by
Americans, would not accept loads to their capacity of 5,000lbs.
After some haggling 3 more D.C.3’s were arranged.

| have included photographs below from Dad’s photograph album
taken around this time.

T W Sl e
i, dHE

Convoy for Falconara.
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Crew enjoying a cuppa and photo op in Falconara. My father
standing in the centre and Tom Phillis his navigator second from the
left.

’ X ,.,mi‘“:axﬁa& e
Motor Transport crew snowbaII fight. Dec 1944 Foggia
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Damaged Ancona Cathedral.

So my question this week is, does anyone recognise any other men in
the photograph of the men stopping for a cuppa in Falconara, or in
the Nominal Roll.

| can be contacted at btaylorc6@gmail.com and welcome any
communication.

Happy Easter!

N\\w
v,

Victoria Flight Report by Roland Orchard

It is with great sadness | inform members of the passing
of our dear beloved Mother Beryl Orchard, much loved wife of
458 Squadron Veteran S/Ldr Gordon Orchard (dec). Mum left us
peacefully on Saturday 6t January, 2024, leaving behind 7
Children (1 dec), 15 Grandchildren (1 dec), 9 Great
Grandchildren. Mum was 92. Our beautiful much loved English
Rose, will be missed. Thanks for all of your messages of sympathy.

26|Page



mailto:btaylorc6@gmail.com

Photo below was taken on Mum'’s 90t Birthday.

Rest in Peace Mum. Now with your beloved Gordon and Felicity.
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If Roses Grow in Heaven
By Dolores M. Carcia

If roses grow in heaven
Lord, please pick a bunch for us
Place them in our Mother’s arms
And tell her they’re from us
Tell her we love her and miss her ~
And when she turns to smile O,
Place a kiss upon her cheek
And hold her for a while
Because remembering her is easy
We do it every day
But there is an ache in our heart
That will never go away ]

ANZAC DAY 2024 MELBOURNE CBD

Our step off point will be on the Northern side of Flinders Street,
east of Swanston Street. (same as 2023) Look out for the 458
Squadron Banner. Please click on link below for Form up map.
Form-Up-Map-200324.pdf (rslvic.com.au)

Important Note: - RSL Victoria has requested form up time at
9:45am for a step off time of 10:50am. Yes, form up an hour and 5
minutes prior to step off. This, no doubt, is to prevent the early
step off issues we experienced last year resulting in some of our
members missing the march. Our post march lunch and AGM will
be held at the usual venue, Jardin Tan Café, situated on Birdwood
Avenue, over the road and east of the Shrine of Remembrance. In
the same precinct of the Melbourne Observatory.

28| Page


https://assets.rslvic.com.au/images/Form-Up-Map-200324.pdf

Warrant Officer John (Bert) Herbert O’Lear

Article by Roland Orchard

[ am pleased and
excited to
announce that we
N recently learned of
' John (Bert)
O’Leary, a
surviving 458
Squadron Veteran.
Bert is alive and
well living at
Vasey RSL Care in
Frankston South,
Victoria. Bert’s
son, Mark, contacted The Association via email. Bert enlisted in
the RAAF at the Royal Exhibition Building in Melbourne on 18th
February, 1943, just over one month after his 18t birthday. He
had previously applied for RAAF Air Crew on the 11th December,
1942, at the Melbourne Recruiting Centre, Russell Street at the
age of 17 years 11months and completed his Medical Exam a day
after his 18t birthday which is on 14t January, 1943. He trained
as a Wireless Operator/Air Gunner in Sale, Victoria, Australia.
Bert embarked Melbourne 29/1/1944 and disembarked UK
12/3/1944. After further training in the UK, he embarked UK on
21/8/44 disembarked Egypt 7/9/44. After completing more
training (and unfortunate incident in Palestine-read on for more),
Bert and his crew joined 458 Squadron at Gibraltar on 23/3/1945
(page 782 of the 458 Squadron Operation Records) where he
served with The Squadron until it was disbanded on 9/6/1945.
Berts crew were as follows-
Pilot- F/L K.G Rosen 420276
2nd Pilot  F/O S.L Cookes 429927
Navigator F/0O D.W Roberts 428791
Wop/AG F/Sgt].H O’Leary 430574
Wop/AG F/SgtF.E Reed 430699
Wop/AG F/SgtS.] Hamilton 427827
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On Saturday 23rd March, 2024, Jeremy Orchard and [ met Bert at
Vasey RSL Care, together with Bert’s sons Mark & Paul, Bert’s
grandson John and Viviann.

K
pr—

L-R Mark, John, Jeremy, Roland, Paul and Bert (seated). Photo thanks to Viviann Birch.

Bert regaled stories of his time in the RAAF and time with 458
Squadron. Prior to joining 458, Bert and the crew he was flying with
at the time were training in Palestine and had a narrow escape after a
crash landing just after take-off, due an engine fire probably caused
by faulty electrics. One of the landing gear couldn’t be lowered. After
the Wimpy had come to rest Bert made quick exit via the astro dome
and the crew ran from the wreckage (as you would). Bert spent a
night in hospital with relatively minor injuries. The following day the
crew were instructed to get back up in another Wellington however
the RAF pilot refused and was subsequently charged with lack of
moral fibre and demoted. Bert never saw him again. The fact of the
matter was, this RAF pilot had enough skill to bring the stricken
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Wimpy back safely and saved the lives of his crew. In this day and
age it seems extremely harsh to charge this young pilot however
during WWII ‘lack of moral fibre” was the charge delt out in these
types of circumstances. Sad, but a reflection of the times.

Bert also spoke about the time he and his crew, whilst with 458, were
dispatched to the western approaches to Gibraltar to escort a
surrendering U-Boat back to the docks at Gibraltar. His Wellington
was fully armed on this ‘op.” When Bert and his crew went to inspect
the U-Boat after landing, he duly noted all guns were aimed at it.
After the Captain formally surrendered to the “powers that be” there
was an air of relief that it went off without incident. Bert also noted
that he didn’t think much of the U-Boat. It was small and very dirty.
Bert also described the inadequacies of the Leigh Light. This light
was lowered from the bottom of the fuselage of the Wimpy and was
designed to illuminate the enemy on the approach to drop a torpedo.
Apart from the fact that the light would make the Wellington a perfect
target to shoot at, Bert stated that when the light was lowered it made
the aircraft shudder terribly and cause a huge amount of drag which
would inevitably slow it down.

Bert recalled when 458 Squadron pilot Leonard Theile starred in a
stage performance of ‘French Without Tears’ which thoroughly
entertained the troops. As Bert said, it was very boring on ‘The Rock’
as there was nothing to do so this play was what they all needed to
relieve the boredom. F/L Leonard Theile, professionally known as
Leonard Teale, later became a star of Television and film, notably in
360 episodes of Australian TV serial Homicide, playing Detective Sgt
David MacKay from 1965 — 1976.

Bert also spoke of La Linea, Spain. La Linea bordered with Gibraltar
and surprisingly, Spain permitted visas to personnel serving on The
Rock to visit their local villages. Bert mentioned that he was not a
“La Linea attendee.” If you read about the antics that the military
personnel got up to in the Squadron History book We Find and
Destroy, | do not blame you, Bert!

Thanks, Bert, for sharing your stories with us and thanks to Bert’s
sons Mark and Paul, grandson John and to Viviann. It was a pleasure
to meet you all. Jeremy and | came away from this meeting with Bert
and his family in awe of a man who gave up so much at such a young
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age, all those years ago. To find out about and meet Bert, a World
War Il and 458 Squadron Veteran was such a privilege. Truly, Bert is
part of the greatest generations in world history.

Bert O’Leary second from Left. Bert’s mate Bill Philips third from left visiting the Pyramids, Egypt.
Others unknown.

Y

West Australia Report by Nick Bertram
No report this edition.

ﬁ New South Wales Flight Report by Stephen Bruce

ANZAC DAY 2024 SYDNEY CBD

This year’s march and function are fast approaching. There are some
amendments to order of march this year which means we will revert
to a later march off from our location, this year in Phillip St. facing
north towards Hunter St at 11:15am ish. As usual we will be
marching within the air force contingent.
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We should still arrive around 12noon at our meeting destination, The
Castlereagh Boutique Hotel. Please advise your ability to attend
either the march and /or the function afterwards as soon as
practical. For those new attendees please feel free to bring photos of
your relatives and if you have not already viewed our website then
check out www.458raafsquadron.org where you will be able to
locate all sorts of historical information covering the squadron's
activities during WW2 and beyond.

As 2025 marks the 80th Anniversary of the cessation of the second
world war we can discuss a reunion opportunity that may eventuate
in Malta in October, 2025. Look forward to you and any extra family
attendance on the day as always. See the following link for the NSW
RSL 2024 Sydney Anzac Day March Map.

2024 RSL NSW Anzac Day Map V4 Feb6

N\
v

Canberra Flight Report by Wendy Whittem-Trunz
Wendy recently visited RAAF Memorial Grove on

Remembrance Driveway/Federal Highway, ACT.
ol ST R

gt

The Late Colin Fereday OAM, a well-respected 458 Squadron
pilot, organised and helped set up this area to commemorate the
history of the RAAF in the ACT. This included laying memorial

plaques to a number of RAAF Squadrons including, with the help
of Colin, 458 Squadron (see photo). Well worth a visit when next

in Canberra. Lest We Forget.
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458 Squadron Plaque
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South Australia Flight Report by Rick Michell
We are meeting at the Kensi Hotel on ANZAC Day at
noon. All SA Flight members welcome. Please contact Dave Cosh.

144087 F/O Tatt, Ernest Edward

by Dane & Lynne Clarke (UK)

— U]
—s COMMONWEALTH Q
Menu WAR':‘;::AV' S Search

FLYING OFFICER

ERNEST EDWARD
TATT

Service Number: 144087

M Regiment & Unit/Ship

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve
458 Sqdn.

@ Date of Death

Died 17 October 1943
Age 21 years old

O Buried or commemorated at

MALTA MEMORIAL
Panel 6, Column 2.
Malta

Country of Service
United Kingdom

Whilst we were researching our family tree, my wife Lynne found a
cousin, Ernest Tatt, who was killed in action in WW?2. Flying from
Malta, the Wellington bomber they were in was lost off of the coast
of Tunisia. We are visiting Malta (on a day trip) from the UK on
Armistice day this year (2023) to pay our respects. He is named on
the war memorial there. It is the least we can do to honour these
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brave young men. Everyone has been so helpful, from yourselves to
the RBL in Malta. Kind regards Dane Clarke

Dane and Lynne visited Valletta, Malta on Armistice Day, 2023, and

sent me (ed) these wonderful photos. Thank-you Dane & Lynne (ed)

"wirtartna
ARMISTICE DAY
Lot i gl
I'lth NOVEMBER 2023

Saluting Batcery - Valletza
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458 SQUADRON RAAF WORLD WAR 2 FATALITIES

Date of Death: 17 October 1943 Source: AWM 64 1/280 AWM 237
(63) Commonwealth War Graves records

Aircraft Type: Wellington Serial number: Radio call sign: FU — C Unit:
458 Sgn RAAF Summary: Wellington FU — C took off from RAF Bone,
Algeria, at 1713 hours on 17 October 1943 on a U boat hunt north of
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Cap De Fer. A message was received from the aircraft at 1926 hours
WIR ‘returning to base with engine trouble’ position 37.40N 06.00E.
Nothing further was heard and the aircraft failed to return. Base
called for some considerable time without success. ASR operations
commenced. At 2057 hours a message was received from a 38 Sgn
aircraft ‘over burning wreckage 37.39N 06.52E.’

Crew:

RAAF 403915 WO W J Duode, Captain (Pilot)

RAF Flt Sgt W H Milne, (2nd Pilot)

RAAF 406591 WO C C Dacey, (Navigator)

RAF FO Tatt, E.E (Navigator)

RAAF 409686 Flt Sgt G J Gebbie, (Wireless Operator)

RAF FIt Sgt W B Ralph, (SE/Operator)

RAF Sgt R Musgrove, (Rear Gunner)

All the crew lost their lives and their names are commemorated on
the Malta Memorial, which is situated in the area of Floriana, and
stands outside the main entrance to Valletta, Malta.

LEST WE FORGET
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EMAILS

Sent: Saturday, 9 September 2023 10:24 AM

To: editor@458raafsquadron.org

Subject: Website Enquiry

name: Emma Preston

enquiry: Hello, my name is Emma Preston, | am the granddaughter
of, John William Earnest Preston. Squadron 458 RAAF. | was hoping
to find any information regarding John that will point me in the right
direction to search. My son, Justin is asking questions about his Pop.
They never met, | did attend John’s funeral while | was pregnant with
Justin, however | did not know | was carrying at the time. I've just
started my search, | have very little information, unfortunately my
family is far and few and have no records in their possession and
what had been kept has been lost over time. Any information would
be much appreciated. Thank you. Emma Preston

date: September 9th, 2023

Reply by ed-Sun 17/09/2023

Hello Emma

Nice to hear from you. | hope you are well.

There are two references to your Grandfather in the 458 Squadron
History book, “We Find and Destroy”. 2001 Edition, authored by
Peter Alexander. Page 176, describing Flying Officer John Preston as
the Equipment Officer. A very brief note telling of the hardships of
transporting 458 Squadron from lItaly to Gibraltar.

The second notation mentioning your Grandfather is on page 178.
This brief note states he joined 458 Squadron at Foggia, Italy, and
remained with the Squadron when 458 was disbanded at Gibraltar in
June, 1945. This note goes on to mention that he was a quiet but
popular member of the Officer’s Mess.

Further quotation from the book,

“He (now promoted to F/Lt) caused some degree of consternation at
Gibraltar by holding the first ever kit inspection and nobody was fully
certain what he should have. Men did not know what uniform and
sundry clothing had been originally issued and what he had since
‘acquired’ or disposed of illegally. However, no one seems to have
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come to grief over Flight Lieutenant Preston’s kit inspection, which
accompanied by Warrant Officer Laming, he carried out on 6 April,
1945.”

It seems that we can glean from the 458 History book that he joined
the Squadron at Foggia, Italy in late 1944 early 1945, he was the
Squadron Equipment Officer and at some stage while with the
Squadron was promoted from Flying Officer to Flight Lieutenant.
There are no other references to him in the book unfortunately.
Emma, unfortunately, | don’t have any other information about your
Grandfather. Over the years of the 458 Squadron Association, the
veterans did not collect individual stories of the men who served on
The Squadron. | did, however, find his Service Record on the National
Australian Archive website.
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ListingR
eports/ltemsListing.aspx

Note that there are two John William Prestons. One born in the UK in
1912 but served with the RAAF but only in the UK and the other, |
presume is your Grandfather born in 1917 in Sydney and there is a
very small reference to him serving in the Middle East but does not
specify 458 Squadron. However, this service record shows that he
was an Equipment Officer. So, | put two and two together and
hopefully came up with four, being your Grandfather. Notably, there
are two photos (mug shot types, which was typical of the time) of
him; one on page 12 and one on page 14 of his Service Record. A
reminder how young these guys were that had the courage to go off
to war half way around the world.

Sorry there is no other information about your Grandfather, Emma.
At least you can tell your son Justin that his Great Grandfather was a
hero in the true sense of the word, serving his country with honour
during the Second World War.

Cheers for now Emma. If there are any more questions you can think
of, don’t hesitate to email. Our Newsletters are published 3 times

per year and you can see them on our website.

If anyone has more information about F/Lt John William Earnest Preston
please let me know. Peter or Barry Laming, do you recall your
Dad/Grandfather talking about John? (Ed.)
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