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UK, Sid Thompsstt, 49,Amblecote Road,Crove Park,London,SE12 9TN,Enmgland,
Queensland, Jim Holliday 43,Stella Street,Holland Perk,Q.4131;

Western Australia,Ted.Jewell 61,Wyaree Road,Mandurah,W.A,6210,

South Australia, Ceoff.Esau,24 Fowlers Rozd,Glen Osmond,S.R.;57¢4;

Victoria, Stan,Tarczynski,ZZ,Highgate Grove,Ashburton,Victoria,3147;

NeSolle Done.Bitmead,11,Scarborough Street,Monterey,NSW,.2217,

CORNSTALK COMMENTS, from Done.Bitmead.

Award of the Annual A.F.A, Vice Presidents Trophy. Qur 45B Squadron branch of
the Air Force Association in N,S.W.was proud to be presented with this Award for
-the best membership increase in 1983, This is & feather in our hats so members
please keep up the good work you have done in being financial and participating in
the various Squadron activities, The Trophy was presented to Stan,Longhurst at
the AFA Annual Assembly Dinner at the Lakemba Air Force=Navy Club by Peter
Alexander who is Chairmen of the Vice Presidents Committes, The last time our
branch reeceived the Trophy was in 1978,

Ethnic Night, Another good evening was h=ld on 29th June at the Rajah
Restuarant,Crows Nest. A tctal of 31 members wives and friends enjoyed the food
and eachother's company,

The next Ethnic Dinner. This will take place on Monday 24th September at the
ATHENS STAR Restaurant at 65 Alexander Street,Crows Nest. We would be pleased to
see many of you there, Please ring Eric Munkman (451-0824),Don.Bitmead (587-2007),
or Peter Alexander (419-5024) if you are coming.

Vale Bob.Pollock. We were saddened to learn that Bob.Pollock passed away on
2B8th.May, Bopb was with the Electrical Section. Jock McCowen,a life=lnong friend,
represented 458 at the funeral service. To Daorothy and the family,we extend our
condolences and the sympathy of all 458ers.

Accidents, Same rno2nple break bones by falling off roofs,ladders or trees but I
had naver met anyone who fell p:%t of a golf buggy,breaking an ankle, Did this
happen at the 19th hole?. Sorry to hear of this mishap and nther accidents

Dusty. Hopz you are 0.K. nowe

Changes of address, Would members who change their addresses please advise your
Flight Secretary,immediately, We do like to keep our nominal rolls correct.
Cost of Squadron Merchandiss, These are: Squadron Plaguss $§303the History
"We Find and Destroy" $§13:Tie $10,1lapel badge #3, When requesting items please
enclose a cheque to 458 Sguadron.

The Melbourne Cup In order to keep the Flight financial we shall be
dispatching some books of raffle tickets to members,for this annual event,
Should you wish to halp by seslling ticketsplesse contact Eric Munkman. It is
most important that butts and monzy be returned well before the avent occurs,
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SANDCROPERS SAY.coocoe by Ted.Jewell.

As usual over the winter months the local news 1s not very plentiful,as soms
members are away chasing the warmer weather in the north of the State.

Once again a very enjoyable luncheon was had at the South Perth Yacht Club for
members and wives who were sble to attend. It has always proved 2 most populer
day out for Sunday lunch and drinks.

Bill and Joan Clues who arein Melbourne visiting deughter and son-in-law Alan,have
just become proud Grandparents of JessicB==xthe first baby for Vicki and Alan Ham,
C ngratulations.

I recsived a letter from Jim.Palmer whg said that when in New Zealand

on tour with the Squadron there were inquiries about some W,A,members, Fric
Lloyd was asking about Noel (Bardee) Humphries. It was in the News that he died
about gix years ago ==hs,incidentally was my bess and Chairmen of Brisbane and
Wunderlich in Perth. Some others were asking about Req.Willis and Tony Classford.
I am afraid I have not seen either of them since the war years but if anyone knows
their whereabouts,perhaps they could drop me @ line so I cculd pass it on in a
future News,

The venue for the All-States Reunion spunds great. Coolangatta in Queensland
would be an ideal spot. I still remember what a wonderful time we had at the
last All-States Reunion held in Queensland, I hope we shall get a few starters
here in the West, Elsie and myself are pretty sure to be there. What about it,
W,A,Flight 7

Cheerio for now with best wishes and kindest regards to all.
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CROWEATERS® CAUCUS. from Geoff.Esau.

Collectively S,A.Flight has gone into recess for the winter,having had no
official engagements since April, A& Memo for the future relates to dedication
of a Commemorative plaque at Adelaide Airport to 8ll Australian Hudson
Squadrons, This will be at 11 a.m., on Sunday October 2Bth. Meke 2 note of it.

An early member of 458 Squadron,Fin.Mitchell of North Brighton was run to earth

by Ron.Badger through his bowls club. Fin.,2 golfer,turned to bowls after a leg
operation. Holme~on-Spalding Moor was mentioned in conversation with Ron. and one
thing led to another |} Fin, went pverseas with the Blue Draft in 1941 and was

in Administration with 458 before being posted to London. Welcome to the Club,Fin,

. CExEpep), BeXs; Our deep sympathy to Ian and Fee Showell on the recent death of

their son,Hal,

Tome,PhilliSe==who was Bill Taylor's Nevigator is in Daws Road Repat.Hospital,
Ron.Badger is back in Adelaide Hospital but is hoping to return home shortly.

To both Tom and Ron.our very best wishes for a2 return to happier circumstances.
Bill and Pat,.Cribb have just returned home from several days at Arkaroole in

the Northern Flinders. They had a wonderful time and were most impressed with the

set up and the scenery. Their daughter,Cheryl and son=in-law Peter Buchan
and three daughters have returned home after several years in Hong Kong which
Granny and. Granddad are finding very agreeable, Having recently acquired

another granddaughter myself I understand,
Ragards and best wishes to all from S,A.Flight.
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Q. FLIGHT~NEWS, from Jim.Holliday,

1985 ALL-STATES REUNION.
Location: Coolangatta/Tweed Heads ("Twin Towns")

Date: Monday 29th July to Thursday 1st.August extending to 2nd August
if neededs;
Venues: Accomodation:Greenmount Beach Resort.
Recreation: Twin Towns Services Clubg
Programme: MondayAssemblye. Fvening,Barbeque;

Tussday;Mountain Tour. Evening,0fficial Dinner;

Wednesday; Tweed River trip;fvening---Concert;

Thugeday :Morning=-~Conference,Afternoon,golf end hopefully,bowls;
evening,free,

Friday;Surprise programme.

Greenmount Beach Resort is new and luxurious,ten stories high,152 rooms--=each with



I

No,1359, g page. 3. 458 Squadron News,Auoust,1984,

3.

S S o T

] | 1 { ) ¥ )
B-Fliche News Loori,] tea-making facilities,'’ridge,T.V.,~==2 la carte menu,bers,

swimming pool,ample car perk--~and on the beach, $52 per roomesinole ar dauble.
(Note:other accomodation is available,but is scattered), Greenmounmt resort is

two minutes from Twin Towns Services Club,the largest in Australia, Total cost for
the Reunion is now being assessed, Costs and deadlines will be advised in the next
News,

Regrettably cur man 2t Twin Towns,Tony Stone,bzs had 2 most urfortunate sequence of
surgery. At the time of writing,Tony is due for further surgery. This time it's
his spine which has 2 chronlc condition from his accident at Shallufa., We wish
him repid recovery to enjay next year's reunion on his hame ground.

Other news is that Don.Brandon has joined the ranks of the retired,having sold his
big business at Beenleigh.

L G A O G R R U O

VICTORIAN NEWS, from Stan.Tarczynski.

pPassing of Don. Johnson

We report with great regret the death of Don (Johnno)
Johnson of Mildura,at the age of 63, Johnno was & well<known and well-=liked
member of 458 right through the war years,as a very young Fitter and during the
long peacetime years when he was with 458 through thick and thin. He had his
own share of both culminating in his long illness and finally death from emohyseme,
Those 45Bers who were at the last All-.States Reunion at Mildura will recall how,
despite his illness,he was 2 major organising force in making the Reunion such @
success and in welcoming his fellow 45Bers and their families.

We shall miss him and we shall remember him.

Annual Ceneral Meeting.

- This was held at the Air Force Club,Hawksburn on Friday
May 18th. It commenced with dinmer at 6.30 p.m, with the ladies,who later
attended the Meeting for the first time.

The Rir Force Club attendance in the Dining Room,on a Friday night,was for the
second time,Nil,apart from 458 which was below the number of bookings.

£ 3ehi Remsd ety Jack Fleming wes elected President unopposed for a second term
and those in attendance were: J.,and D.Fleming,l.Alison, H.snd K.,Mertin,

Re& JoRussell,W.& A.Hurford,K.& B.Morkham,D.& M.Singe,C.& Y.Hutchinson,
Mrs.J.Dickson,E.Leaming,R.5choppe,end S, Tarczynski, Treasurer Bill Hurford
collected 8 number of $3 annual subscriptions from the ladies and of course $6 from
the members of which §3 is for the Squadron News.

Jhn Neues It is notsd that the Squadrom Council posts the Squadron News to
approximatsly 86 Victorien members excluding widows,irrespective of whether they
are financisl or not. A very large number are NOT FINANCIAL,and have been so for 2
Iong time. How abgut it,chaps--gough up and writs to Treasurer Bill Hurford with

$3 for the News and $3 for Vic.Flight membership. Address:1/9,5t.Johns Avsnue,
Franksten.

Bpg pect,, Melbourne Cup Day is the date,November 6th,,for our next Cet togethesr.
At Joan and Ron.Russell's place,25 Harcourt Strset,West Doncaster, BBQ/BYD and
please bring picnic chairs and tables,etc. Plenty of small change---~and if you

intend coming please ring Ron., B4B 3120 or Terz 256196,
PR R AT AR I R N A S O

BRITISH BULLETIN, from Side.Thompsstt.

How time fliesi It only seems a couple of weeks ago that I wrote,but I guess it
must be a few months, So,here goes.

It was last year when we had to cencel our annual get together,that was a great
pity but I am sorry to say we had to cancel it again this year as only 2 handful
of us could meke it for one reason or another. I know @ number of the lads

ares getting on the wrong sids of 65 or so but I only hope they can now and

again get together again. We have a visitor from Down Under to meet in July--
Joy and Al.Wheat who ere touring Furope and will meet us on their way home.

So,I em hoping a few of the boys can arrange to mest in London.

A week or so ago I raceived s letter from Margarst Knight (Robbie Knight's widow)
so I hops to mast her et ona of our functions.

Mick Mason has let me know he has finally rstired and handed over the business
to his deughter. Hope he cen now travel about @ bit more before he gets too old.
Norman Gilbert is off to the States for @ short while., Both Hugh Hemlet and
Norman Duke are house-hunting.

Eric Phillips and George Pigg wish to send regards to their frinds in Aussie
Greetings to you alll

LR 2R B B 3R BE B R R A N A



No.139, ;;_¢ E Page 4. 4§§8»Sgyggr0n News,August,1984,

- - - A il . "h"'" ] p—
1

CORRESPONDENCE:Lattar s the fditsr.

From Peter Leonard ,Sincia House,Dorlanaoch,Brecon,Powys,Walss,

Dear Patar,May I bs permitted the uss of the Sguadron News in order to express my
sincere thanks to thoss members of the Squadron who helped to make the visit of my
wife and myself to New Zealand @nd Australia so memorsble,

The gresting we received from fric and Dorothy,and Don.and Bev.at Sydney Airport
wag the kesystone to the whole visit. Ag was alse the meeting next day with Mick
and Mavis Singe who during the past two ysars had kept contact with us after the
U.K.Reunion in 1982,

Filsen and I will not forget alsp the kindnesses of other members of thas Squadron
including Stan and Jean who took us far beyond the suburbs of Sydney to view the
countryside of New South Wales,

May 1 take this opportunity also to thank those of you who attended the dinner in
pur hpnour when we returned from a tour of Queendland. it was such a pleasant
surprise and will never bes forgotten by either of us.

Bafore leaving for home and while spending a few days with Don and Bev, I did
receive @ 'phone call from Cyril Murray who unfortunately had left Sydney for a
holiday in Queensland with his Children. I told Cyril that the next Reunion will
most likely be in Vancouver and he appsared to be very interested. I understand
you told Cyril thet I wes staying with Den. Thank yeu for going to thes trouble of
contacting Cyril.

We were able tp visit quite a lerge part of Eastern Australia., After leaving New
Zealand,Eric,Don and Stan shewsd us the areas arcund Sydney,and Mick took us
argund Melbpourne. Latsr we journsyed by car from Adelaide to Sydney via the
Murray Valley.

Before closing may I thank you a@lso for all you have done quietly behind the
scenes in making out visit so pleasant. yours sinceraly, Deter Leomard.

P.S.I have written to Sid.Thompsett about the Squadron Conference,
EDITORIAL. P A B I R B A A RN N R R R

THE FUTURE OF THE AUSTRALIAN EX -SERVICE MOVEMENT,

In comparison with ex-service (Vetsrans) movements in other parts of the World
-=-and we are in touch with them through the international body,the World

, Vetsrans Federatione--the Australian ex-service world is different in a number of
ways. Firstly,of course,us are generally much better off than ex-service people
in megst of the World. The big task ahead of the international ex-service
movement,if it is sincere about its principles,is te trigger some action teo help
the hundreds of thousands of new veterans in Africa and Asia for whom nothing
whatever is done by their ogwn Governments yst (tee poorsthey say,truthfully
perhaps).
The sescond differsnce is that we have sp many ex-service bodies in Australia,
There ars good reasens for that,of course,as Australians have tended to want to
be with the peopls they served withe~-pr with the people who share their
particular disability,e.g. Partial Blindness,through whom representations can be
made promptly to Osnberra by people who know the facts (not two years later by
people who den't),
The third difference is that we have largely remained a wartime group. We havs
failed to attract younger,peacetime,service men and women, This fact---the reasons
for which are many and probably not wholly understood---is catching up with us.
We ars growing old, Who,but who,is going to do the work we doyexercise the
influsnce we have,uss properly the assets we have accumulated ?
Late,perhaps too late,many ex-service bodiss are trying to tackle the problem .
The internal controversiss of ths R.S.L. @are known from the Press, As far as
we of the Air Force Association 2re concernsd,after rather inactively making the
psacetime airman/woman eligible some years ago,we are now being energetic.
The nsw A,F.A.Federal President,Air Commodore Geoff.Michasl is addressing
personnel @t RAAF Bases., Brechures ars printed. The C.A.S. is helping.
The time of decision is,really,the coming year, And time will shew what the
future of our time-honoured orgenisations is te be. Both the A,F.A, and the RSL
date back to W.W.I. To who,with failing hands,ere we to pass the torch?
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