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458 SQUADRON in KIWILAND. Successful Tour.

Graems Coombes writes: In accordance with established custom,458 has continued its
policy of holding overseas Conferences and accordingly,in March this year aparty of
fifty one travellers---members of the Sguadron and their wives=~set out to ettend a
Reunion in Auckland and to enjoy a 19 day tour of beoth islands.

The Conference and formal dinner were held in style at the White Heron Regency Hotel

in Auckland,Mr.Dave Cox,Auckland District President of the N.Z.R.S5.A. and Mrs,.lox,were
entertained as Cussts of Honour.

Formalities being thus concluded, the following morning the group,by courtesy of Kirra
Tours,set off northwards---spending the night at the Bay of Islands,after a half-day's
cruise round that megnificent watarway. New Zealand's northernmost point,Cape Reinga,
Next day,after an exhilerating drive up the Ninety Mile Beach eand an incredible exit

up & riverbed! Back,via Waipou? fpreste- to ses the largest Kauri tree in New Zealand,
and so to Aucklend again. We had a morning tea stopoff at Kevin George's utterly
delightful home.

South from Auckland to experience the wonders of the thermal regione-~fampus Rotoruz--
after a guided tour through the underground Glow-worm grotto at Waitomo Caves., The
shasap display at Rotorua'’s Agrodrome,trout at Rainbow Springs and Magri arts and crafts
centre were all of great interest before maoving on to Lake Taupo and thence to
Wellington,New Zealand's capital city.

The following day the party boarded the Cook Straight ferry (trains,cars,busss as wall
as passengers) for the three and @ half hour run to Picton in the South Island. A
picturesque trip across the straight and down the beautiful Queen Charlotte Sound,where
at Picton,tws new coaches awaited to take the group on its South Island tour.

Thus to Nelspn and then Greymouth on the West coast---where a little time was spent at
Shantytown--an old gold-mining town-=before moving on to Franz Joseph Glacier. Here

a number of brave souls took a helicopter flight~-in increasingly poor weather--to vie w
the head of the glacier---cold,blue and awesome!



No.138. Page Z, 458 Squadron News,May,1984,

¥

Coombes in Kiwiland (cont.) The next dey,seouth through the Westlands to Queenstown

and beautiful Lake Wakatipu. Two days here to explore this most scenic holiday town
and its snow slopes at Coronet Peak to enjoy the gondole ride and the views and the
'Remarkable' mountain.

Then on to Te Anau in Flordland and @ deys's run to Milford Sound---weather a little
indifferent but impressive grandeur,well worth the trip. South from Milfard right to
Invercargill and The Bluff--~the saouthernmost poimt,many of the tour members sempling
the Bluff oysters,

Northwards again now,through Dunedin,0amaru and past the hydro-electric scheme at
Waitaki and then onwards to Mt.Cook---at 12,000' Australasia's highest psak, Return
via Lake Tekapo,across the Canterbury Plains,with its millions of sheep,to Christchurchee-
a beautiful garden city. After a tour of the city,so on to the International Airport
and the end of a wonderful,memorable,holiday.
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SANDGRDPERS SAY,.....s from Ted Jewell,

Anzac Day in Perth, As usual,we had 2 good roll up for our Anzac Dey march,and
once again the weather wes good to us,with 2 nice sunny day. At the Dawn Service
in Kings Paerk,a wreath was laid by members of 458 Sqguadron,W.A,Flight,in honour of
Fallen Comrades. I must mention that we have Vera ftherton to thank for the lovely
wreaths she has made for severel ysars, There was the usual march through the
streets of Perth,then down on to the Esplanade where the service was hald with an
inspirational address from the State President of the R.S.L. After the fimal march
off,ably led by Flight President Bill Clues,we all assembled at the Hyde Park Hotel
for drinks and lunch. It was good to see so meny old faces there--.quite a few are
now unable to join in the March. We had 2 roll up of 45 mambers and wives.

It was great to see Tim.Dale come along in his wheelchair,looking great, Best
wishes,Tim and Poss. Hope we see mgre of you.

Bill and Joan Clues werse back in time for Anzac Day-~-they have besn away for about
four months over in the Fastern States,visiting their son Gary and deughter Vicki,
who I am told will shortly be giving them 2 new grandchild. Bill and Joan will be
off to Victoria in July for the happy svent.

Skeete Staveley came 2long to the March and later to the Reunion---told me he goes
to see Curly O Connor now and agin down hers in Mandurah,

Everyone is 2 little older but just as bright as ever---such as Charlie Davis,Henry
Etherton,Shorty Long,Peter McCarthy,Ron.Geannaway,B81l1 Clues,Sonja Hemy,Tom.Foster.

B R, As usual during the winter months we have a day out at the South Perth
Yacht Club for lunch which is always popular with everyone. So it has been
arranged by 0lga and Gordon Jones to go on on the 17th June. So we're looking
forward till then,

Personal Items.

Met Curly 0'Connor several days age hers in Mandurah:still the same
but is troubled with gout.

Had a8 letter from Jim.Palmer after he had arrived home from the Reunion in New
Zealand;said he and Lucy had a wonderful time with the other members. Should hear
more about it in the "News",

Al and Joy Wheat are off teo England in June for 2 ten wesks holiday. Says he will
meet up with Bob.Smith in London for a short spell. Bob who comes from Sydney was i n
the same aircrew as Al.

Peter and Doreen McCarthy went to New Zealand to meet their daughter-in-law's
parents, They met Jim and Lucy Palmer at Auckland Airport. They enjoyed their trip
vary muche~~full of praise for the country.

As 1 write this it is pouring down as it has bean for several days. Looks like we
are well into winter now. Hope the farmers are getting their shargww-the likes of
Jim.Palmer. Regards to all.,
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CORNSTALK COMMENTS from Don.Bitmead,

Tha International Reunion and tour of New Zealand.

OQur Reunion Dinner and tour were a

great success. On arriving at Auckland we were met by Archie Fell and Kevin George

at the airport and found thingsall under control. As well as Mr and Mrs Cox as Cuests
of Homour we had the company of U.K.Flight members Fred and Pip Nieman,who were
holidaying with their married daughter. We covered much territory in the 19 days and
en joyed every minute of it. In the North Island ws were feted by Kevin (George at his
beautiful home. We also met Ron Verity who has embarked on the commercial growing of
roses in Christchurch. Members attending this 3rd International Reunion were:

U.K. Peter and Eileen Leonard. Fred and Pip Nieman;

N.S.W.. Peter Alexander (AucklandReunion dinner)Sam and Maisie Barlow;Kevin and Marie
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Barlow, Jeck and Lucy Bevan,Don and Bev.Bitmead,Ross and Pat Burgess,Graeme and Dulcie
Coombes, Yvonne Crompton,Edgar and Madge Fencourt,Sten and Jean Longhurst,Eric and
Dorathy Munkman,Col.Feredey,fFred Stram,lil MeClynn;

Gueensland.Jack and Kitty Baxter,Gordon and Peg.Cuthbertson,Sel and Joan Foote,

Bert end Isla Garland,Jack and Evelyn Lewis,Frank and Hilda Wilks,Clive and Joan
Wyman,Eric and 8ridie Lloyd,

Victoria, Ted.Kennedy,Ernie Laming,Jean Dickson,Mick and Mavis Singe,Vin.Clohesy;

S.A. Bert and Marjory Oliver

W.A, Jim and Lucy Palmer,

Anzac Day March and Reunion lunch,

In wonderful westher,Eric Munkman again led & band
of 45 faithfuls, Unfortunately, for most of the time we did not have a band near us
so we finished by doing & "soft shoe shuffls" up George Street, trying to keep in

step with those in front of us who were also in trouble, I hope that in future this
lack of a band is rectified.

Those attending the smorgasberd luncheon were mostly the usuals. 1t would be gond te
see more of our flock who have strayed. In attendance were:

Peter Alexander Sam Barlow Red Jack and Black Jack EBakers Jack Bevan,Don,Bitmead,
Bob.Bruce (Graeme Coombes Keith Cousins Bruce Dean John Dunn farl Hetherington
Cy Irwin Bob Low Bob Lyndon Jock MeGowen B2gb Millar Eric Munkman Jack Preston
Stu.Ricketts Tom Sherwin Bob Smith Noel Spurling Fred.Strom Bert Thompson

GCeorge Unitt. We alsn had guests who I think we can call members--Marshall Allen
Les.King Wal Mobbs, Col.'Leary

It was good to see Bob.Millar who has been having eye surgery 2nd 2lso Bob Low,who
has left Lake Cowal for Newport,

From the U.K, 0On April 18th Peter and Eileen Leonard were welcomed at the Airpart by
the Munkmans and ourselves. Since then they have covered much territory,touring

New Zealand,and much of the coastal areas of fastern Australia,with a visit to the
Great Barrier Resf. As well,they turned south to Melbourne and ths Singes where they
had a short rest before travelling to Adelaide. They then hired a car to drive

along the coast to Sydney. We shall be having the pleasure of their company for a few
days before they head of f far Bangkok,

Surprise Dinner for the Legnards, Eric Munkman arranged @ surprise party for our
visitors at the North Sydney Leagues Club on Saturday 2Bth fpril. It was a most
enjoyable occasion with 27 members (mostly from the N.Z.tour) attending. Eric spoke
of the high regard our touring members had for them and said we shall Yook forward to
their return to Australia,

Vale Gegrge Catchlove. It is with sadness that we have lost another member. Ceorge
was an "Early Bird" on our Squadron and only last year lost his wife. Quite a
large number of our Sguadron members attended the service. To George's family we
extend our sympathy and condolences.

Sguadron Ties, We have had a small number of newly designed Squadron ties
produced in Sydney. They are of to-day's width,uncrushable (almost),dark blue
in colour and embroidered with one motif similar in size and eppearance to our
lapel badge. They cost $10-00 posted. As our stock is being quickly depleted,
would members requiring one forward a crossed cheque to 458 Sguadron Asseociation.
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Q.FLIGHT NEWS from Jim.Holliday.

Anzac Day in Brisbane, Led by Flight President Jack Lewis,the usual contingent
marched in the Anzac Day Parads, For the first time,as a concession to age,the
Banner was carried by a member of the A.T.C. Crowds were the biggest and most
enthusiastic for many years. fFarlier in the morning,the attendence at the A.F.A.
Memorial wreath-laying service was also the greatest.

At the Reunion after the March,we were joined by several Associate members and

fellow marchers, Present were: Jack Lewis C(Clive Wyman Joe Elliott Chas.Warren
Chester Jones Bernie Hughes Bernie Meloughlin Eric Kelly Bert Garland Bob Helyar
Jim.Holliday. Apologies were received from Cordon Postle (business),Don.Brandon
(overseas),lLen.Macdonnell (unwell),and from the Gold Coast group,Gordon Cuthbertson,
Jack Baxtery,Norm.Taylor,and Tony Stane. Apology from Beb.Dangaard by proxy=--Ivan
Williamson who that morning attended Dawn Service in Mareeba with Bob,then metored to
Cairns and caught a fplane to Brisbane arriving in time to march with us, That's raal
enthusiasm} At the Annual mesting Jack Lewis was unanimously re-elected President
and Jim.Holliday again fell for the job of Sect/Treas.

All-States Reunion,1985, 1It's now official! After considering a report of
investigations by Moy ra and Tony Stone,Evelyn and Jack Lewis,Peg and Gordon Cuthbertson,
and Jim and Peg.Holliday,the Annual Meeting a2pproved the proposal that the 1985
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Q.Flight (cont

~All=States Reunion be hosted by Queensland at Coolangetta (Gold Coast)
from Monday 29th July to Fridey 2nd.Auqust. The Assembly Centre is to be

Greenmount Holiday Resort on Rainbow Bay with luxury accomodation at $52 per room.
Recreation Centre,R.S.L.Twin Towns Club. Details are to be finalised in time for
publication in the next Sguadron News. The meseting passed a special vote of

thanks to Mgyra and Tony Stone for their tremendous amount of preliminary
investigation,particularly to Tony who has been recupereating from several serious
operations.

L B B

CROWERTERS CAUCUS, from Geoff.Esau.

Anzac Day. This saw the mini break of the season in Adelaide with rain at the Cross
of Sacrifice Dawn Service. John Carey and Jack Riseley represented the Squadron and
laid 2 wreath for the Fallen. Attendance was thought to be larger than average at
thie Service.

The 9.2.m. Service at Adelaide Airport was notable also for a larger than usual %
attendance and for the dedication by Padre Ben Williems of a plague commemorating \g
mﬁmbers of 458 Sguedron who were lost. This plague completes the roll of Squadrons
commencing 45~-- which together with many other units are represented at the Airport.
It was pleasing to see Ron.Badgerin attendance there 'tho hz was unable to attend the
March later. A very pleasant chat over a few jugs of cheer was enjoyed.

Perspnal Pars.,

In the last Newsletter I mentiomed Ron.Badger's having been in hospital but at the
time of writing out again. What I did not know,having been away in January was that
Ron.had recently lost his wife,Betty,and for that I am very sorry. I,and I am sure,
all the Sguadron extend sincere sympathy to Ron. in his sad loss.

It was nice to meet Craig Trewartha,son of Norm.(Lofty) who made himself known to
Squadron members on Anzac Day,

Qur Treasurer Bert Ravenscroft has asked for @ reminder to be included re the $4-00
Annual subscription. Would those outstanding please forward this to himeww
11,Thornton Street, Henley Beach,5022.

Best wishes and kindest regards to all.
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VICTORIAN VIFWS,  from Stan.Tarczynski.

The first Committee meeting incorporating the ladies was held at the Air Force
Club on March 9th. As we were the only occupants of the Dining Room the
meeting wes conducted throughout dinmer. Most would agree that it is desirable
to separate the meal and the meeting. Those in attendace wera: Jack and Dot
Fleming Daves and Betty Evans Harry and Nell Ashworth Ron and Joan Russell
Mick and Mavis Singe Harald and Kath.Martin Xen and Beat Morkham E.Fleming
and Mrs.,Jean Pearson,lan Alisorn,Yvonne Hutchinson Stan.Tarczynski and Bill Hurford.
A lengthy written motion by Bill “urford was approved,rslating to possible
cessation of activities by Victosia Flight:it reads--Any move of this nature
gan be initiated only by a motion,at @ properly constituted meeting to call an
extraprdinary gensral meeting for that purpose and the motion can be carried onjy
by @ majority of not less than 75% of fipancial members present, Notice of tha
meeting must be meiled to all financial members not less than 21 days prior to
the date of the meeting and must:--

(i) give clear notice of the purpose,date,time and place of meeting;

(ii) atate clearly that proxy votes will not be accepted.

After debate the motion can be carried by @ me jority only of not less than 75%
of fimancial members present. The motion being cerried will automatically
appoint as Trustees the Flight President,Sec.,and Treas., for the time being
provided that those appointments are current. Alternatively a Vice President

may be appointed as @ third Trustee. The Trustees shall ensure that all accounts
properly due by the Flight are paid and all remaining funds are donated to one
or more suitable organisations benefiting ex-service persons and/or their
dependents.

It was also decided that ladies pay an annual fee of $3. These fees plus all
members @ $6 each are payable now to the Hon.Treasurer (8ill Hurford) at

1/9 St.Johns Avenue,fFrankston,3199.

Anzac Day. Led by Flight President Jack Fleming,14 others made up two ranks in
the March,bshind the Banpmer which was supported by four lads of the A.T.C., with
one other., The marchers weres: J,Fleming,E.Kennedy,A.Green,J.Rosenberg,H.Martin,
E.Laming,S.Tarczynski,R.Russell,S.Cartledge,G.Nash, T ,Primrose,W.Henry,R.Eggers,
W,Hurford-~-and a tall chap,grey moustache and hair whose name was D'Brien. If
anyone can help,please advise as his name does not a&ppear in our records.
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Club at Windsor where our host
After 15 years Roy Schopos

Upologies
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CUTTENt VIFUS.
500 VEDS® on N, 2,

If you've never known true comradeship,

If it's something you've never heard
knd good old fashioned fellowship
is just another word.
If you've never known the lovelty
Of a dinkum Aussie mate,
Then youtve never met the members
OFf Sgquadron 458,
oW N W H ¥ W W W W
RESFONDENCE:Letters to the Fditor and Oihers,
From Ron.Verity, 50, Gavhurst Road,Christchurch,New Zealand,

Desx pater*?hzd yaer.more so them in the pasi,fnzac Dmy hes been prasented by the
media @s Austral ‘'s Day. Rpparently the Australian Forces madethe early

morning sssault at Gallipoli and it is from this historical fact that tney nave
given us tha Dawn Parade which has bacome 2 fasture of our remembraénces.

Thoughts of Austrazlia and of the Squadron were given e dult u1th the reunion I had
with the travelling pbrty when they were in Chrisichurch. I'm sure [ would heve
benefitted mere if I had been free to acocomper 3 ih?w on their N,Z.Tour;but u[th my
wife (and assistant) uxalt;ng our thres mzrried daughters inm the North Island at
the time of the visit,I could not leavs the roses unattended. Happily T wss able te
have dinner with the gang at thes Park Hptel,slthough this was not without its
praoblems:e gain T was able %o invite some to visit the glesshousss where we

grow the roses,and where we managed & cup of tea.

I am wr¢L1uq to you besause I realise that [ have not paid snything to the Sguadron
for some time to cover the costs involved in sending me the News,which I much
appraciate, Rlease let me know what my 2nnual pavmtﬂt should be..,.n.n and the
backlogl

Althogugh 1 was made aware of next yeer's reurion in Quesnslend,where we were to

expect supershow, I would,if the time is
year asg three of my crew wasre Canadians, Reg
communication but [ would hope +o PPLrPt acr

fre

quently speculates abput their
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they have mads out.

Cheears, thefewwsarry you South
but one needs bhe right ‘or viewing.
special cheerio tn fric

Sinceraly
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right,to go to Canada the following

retebly we have not been in

of them out before ogoingl One
Jobs,their interests—e—ond Just bow

Isiznd,it has some splendid scensry;
Regards to our visitors and a

Ron.Veritya.

From Frank Aoberfzon k** friec Munkeman), 28, Chanel Fields,.HolmeecneSoalding Monr,
Two letters-~December Sth 1883 and March 15th 1984,
Dear Eric, I 1u“r~tnnd that Clive Stride has writter to you about the closing
of HOSH. I have been in touch with the new ouwners of the sitee~Fisher end Thompson
~--zbnut the Memoriel Tree site by the Cuardroom. The site will bs respected as
required during their cwnership and my wife May end I heve agreed to act as
varetekers and we have been granted access to the site whensver we wish to keep the
araa neat and tidy. 3 November we have irim ed the desdwood from the tres,
re-dressed tha site with fresh chalik and planted new ffodil bulbs arournd the edos.
On the 11thday the leczl branch of the Royal Sritish Legion provided an appropriste
wreath and a locel charity provided a cross with poppies. Photos have been taken
and I will send them in due course. Many of the lads at HOSM have asked about the
Future of the 453 Squadron ®emorial Tree,ond [ heve besn pleased fo inform them
it will remaip intact ond 1 shall ses it is slweys well turned out as befits ths men
it commemoratas,
The Airfield concrote w <on and d th& hard core used for building
new roads, noes a8 York I am 1 es of interesting the villege
cokneil ipto puiding a 1 stone or mamcry of the airfield in WWII
because [ belisve aonly the ﬁhraa hanga?s znding & few years now .
I nope this Finds vou ¢ 3 family ars 2ll well =N
be expected as the winter tsd However,the 1
disry is filling up nigely so0 no dm;nt riew 11 get ernough Xm&s
to thaw us out for a time at Xmas. Al1 for 19841

E
Thank you for your letter giving me your sUre envy you your holiday
by the & i I sure love prawns and m
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Correspondence {cont.)

'

. May and 1 trimmed the tree and cleaned up the site in Naovember
and sha planted Ffadil bulbg srpund the front. We took soms pictures and I had hoped
Lo include soms shots of our affgris in the spring, Alss . the photos were
the last I was to ﬁakﬁ wife. Fellowing abdpminzl pains which hed bothered
her for some timeg,she had tm gﬂ into hospitel for an exploretory operation, Badly,
it was cancer and she died two weeks later., Mercifully,shs rellied snaugh to gat out
of hospital to her pwn bed end I had time to call in my two sons and davghter,Lynn.to
care for her until her death on 30th, January, She died happily with her

family and not in any pain end we were glead to have her with us at home,
I*m now getting ay on 8 dgay-towday and hope to continue my efforts for the

et Elvington by going ta 2 "oel sggihww” in the old Donbteool Tower there on
lurmch at the ectory Motel in the village I wes back at

April Bith wi t
5

month after she came ocut of chpgiai as it was souledestro y:ng staying st hame or
with my son and family in Beverley....sec.eeaal visited my brother in Scotlend
d and the snow made the hills in the background very picturesgus,snd I hopa

“TCeoasevocnasoe \

est to you beth, Frank.
A S

From Al.Wheat,0.0.Box 160,GCereldton,W,A,., 6530, (sent to all Flight Secretaries),

D&Z;;}’<°'"with the able assisternce of Peter Alexender,the Western Australian Air Force
AsgGoiation Museum,and the Western Australisn Rgent General in London (Ron.Douglas.e

460 Sgdn.) 1 have been granted permission to inspect and photooraph the interior of tha
only Wellington in captivity at Hﬁ dorn R.ALF.Museum during our (Joy and myself) holiday
trip inm June/July.

Ron.Douglas has advised me that he passed 2 copy of the correspondence to the Croup
Captein in charge of the Museum and he suggested that he (the Group Captain) hit 458
Sqguadron for a donation as the Mussum is conducting an Appeal for funds this year,

In the circumstances that Hpreun nas the only Wellington in the worlid I believe we
ghould assist with the cost of its preservation, W.A.Flight is donating $50 to the
Appeal and I would eppraeciate 2 chegue from your kitty to build the total to a
reasoneble sum and thus assist in the maintenance of the WiMpy .o.vecoonsss

Sid Thompsett hopas to srrange = get together of RAF 45Bers in London on 19th or 20th
July. Should any member happen to be in London at thai time.plesse contact Sid on
phone Home 01 BS57 3948 (0Office 01 430 6413,

Best wishes to all, L

L O
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CENERAL EX=SERVI NEWS,

The Repatriation beattle continues tp rege behind the scenes
with the Government appearing determined to introduce chenoss which will,we think,
not help the ex-serviceman/woman, First Bill likely to be tabled in the Senate late in
May ;s The Air Fores Associstion held 8 historic meeting of its
Federal Executive &t H,A,A.F,.Bess Richmond recenmtly with all State Presidents {(except
one)present, Openac the C.A.5,.Alr Marshal D,Evens,tha Asscoclistion mesting
recggnised that if it is to continue it must attrsct youog serving man and women. The
Faderal President of thz AFA--Alr Commodere Geoff.Michasle~is to address mastings of
perasonnel at all Australian Bases. Tha AF,A, is to change its neme to become the
R.ALALF Associetion, But all existing branches and services to WWII members will
cantinue unchangsd.

The international body for exeservicepeople-e-the World

Veterans Fedesratione-~1s tohold its Council meeting in Athens in Dctober this year.

Ueﬁer Alexander who is the World Yice bresident of WYF (for &szia znd the Pacific)
pects to attend,

Repatriation Bensfit rates are revissd from time to tims
and the Department of Vetsrans Affalirs publishes summerlies. The latest is dated
e Copiss can be gbtained from i1 )Epathwnt in each capiteal city.

Among other information in fhe Summery is a f2ble shewing the effect of existing
Incomse Tests on bhe Sarvice Pension under and over age 70.

@

L T R I
NTIC DINNER TN S, W, The naxt dinnsr wil‘ be held at RAJAH RESTAURANT,Pacifi
nghuay,truws Nest at 7.30 on Friday Juns Z28th, Aﬁl members wives and friends ar
invited, If you ara coming PLEASE felephone Don.Bitmead ( 587 2007),o0r fric
Munkman (451 0824) or Peter Alexender (410 JUZQ;a The Restaurant is licensad.
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