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OFF TO NEW ZEALAND,

Merch,1984,will see 458 Squadron hold its 3rd.International Reunign-e=in
Auckland,New Zealand, The pParty will include Sguadron members and wives from

all parts of Australia and from the U.K. R fter the Rsunion dinnsr at the

White Hart Hotel in Auckland ,preceded by a meeting of the 458 Squadron Conference
~==which is the Sguadron's top,policy~-forming body,--will coms a supsrb tour of
New Zealand,both north end south islapds.,

It is not too late to join--letecomers should contact Vetsrans Travel,at 215,

Clarence Street,Sydney and speak to Vic.Williams. They cen then join the 53

other 458ers end wives who are 'in it'. Vic's telephone number is 02--29 1808.
R R N A E L

VIC,FLIGHT NEUS,

from Stan.Tarczynski,

The stately,shady,backyard of the Russell's Doncaester home was the en joyable and

usual venue for our popular Melbourne [up Day---November 1st,1983. 16 bods frontad up.
Elains Timms was a very efficient bookis's clerk,collacting,and alse collating the

draw for sach race. With the "Tote" paying 1,2 & 3 on evaery race asnd several larger
Sweaps on the Cup,everybody got @ prize. Tha only unlucky one,without a "pay-out"

was Yenk fartin, Surprisingly the club percentage "take" was over $8.

Those in ettendence,apart from our hosts,Ron.end Joan Russell,were:--Dave and Betty
Evens,Jack and Dot.Fleming,Herald and Kath,Mertin,Ken.and Beat.Morkheam,NMick and Mavis
Singe,Ceorge and June de Tarczynski,flsine Timms end yours truly.

With the Air Training Lorps,

Bill Hurford sMick Singe and Sten Tarczynski went to tha
Preston Drill Hell for the annual presentetion parade of the No.2 A.T.C.. Thae latter
prasentad the Sguadron History to the most improved cadet end Bill Hurford renewsd

old acquaintences. Ernie Laming,who has not missed 19 successive presentetions turned
up with welking stick efter his most recent,second,hip replacement.

The only other function to report wes the Xmes B.B.Q. held st Jeck end Dot Fieming's
St.Leonards home,ths other side of Geelong. The roll cell on Sundey Dec.4th was dis-
2ppointing. The same people who fronted on Melbourne Cup Day were there with the
exception of the Morkhems,Singes,Ern.Laming,Jean Dickson and Elsine Timms.

However,we geined Col.and Yvonne Hutchinson #&nd ® brend new member with his wife,who
has retired fromQuesnslend and is now living in Gisborne---Johnny Rosenberg, He also
brought his own Castlemaine XXXX! One spology wes from Frank "Shorty" Wilson from Rys,
on account of his resching ® ripe old eage of 73 the day bafors end he wss not prepared
to level at ,05!

On account of the Flemings many sparse bedrooms,the Mertins and Terczynskis svailed
themselves of unlimited restrictions on amber fluid snd their overnight hospitality.

And so to Sydney.

In the middle of January,Tarz.and s Keysborough Golf Club member
mate drove to Sydney for s golfing waeek, Following @ few 'phone calls we were soon
grested st the Air Force Club one evening by Peter Alexandsr,Eric Munkman, Don.Bitmead,
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a8l agp Heus (cont”lstﬁn.Longhurst,Boh.Bruca,Sém Barlow and his brother Kevin,

A most enjoyable dinner followed,.

The next mixed Committee mesting will be held at the Air Force Club,Cromwell Road,
Hawksburn at 6.30 p.m. friday March 9th,commencing with a meal in the Dining R,0m.
t will be necessary for all intending participants to RSYP to Hon.Sec.256108 or
Hon.freas,,Bill Hurford,783 9181 no leter than Tues.March 6th for catering
DUTPOSSS, There will bs @ choice of menu
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CORNSTALK COMMENTARY,

NeZ.Reunion, The response to the call for @ Squadron Reunion in NZ has been very good,
sa good in fact that 2 coaches are required, 53 members and friends have paid their
deposit to date, If anyone has been holding back,pleass advise Yic.Williams at
Veterans Travel (Sydney 290 1170) immediately as thers is a large demand for
accompdaticn,

Melbourne Cup Sweep, Again, we extend very many thanks to those members who support

our Sweep @nd our finances. NMembers who drew horses were aduvised by President Eric
flunkman before tha Race. Unfortunately there can only be ons first winner,end Sam,
Barlow's horse came first . Second place was held by Bill Hull and third by Bot,.Lows.
Christmas Get-together,

0On Tuesday 29th November,44 members and friends gathered in the
Air Force Club for @ most enjoyabls svening and dinner. They wera:

Peter and Rita Alexander Harry and Nita Baines GSem and Meisie Barlow Bob and Betty
8ruce Yvonne Crompton,Graeme and Dulcie Coombes,Keith and Cassie Coweins,Sruce and
Linda Dean,John and Moya Dunn,Lloyd and Betty Johnson,Arthur and Tess Jollow,

Bob and Pat.Lyndon,Stan.and Jsan Longhurst,Bob and Pat.Millar,Wal and Eetty Mobbs,

Tom and Val.loore,Bob and Mar jorie Pearson,Stuart anc Iris Ricketts,Fred Strom and
frisnd,Bob @and Dorothy Smith,Noel Spurling,fFrank and Thelms Ward.

The plagues---a little more costly than it seemed,

R typing error occurrad in our last
edition. The price for plaques is $30-00 (NOT 43-00). Squadron Secretary Groeme
Coombes has a smell supply, fMade in New Zealand,they @re very well dons.
(Editor--before anyone is inclined to suppose edther Don or Greeme were at fault with
the price of the plagues---1 did it)

sonmtetes Bace Cnangediés @ result of our departure for N.Z., coinciding with the
normal meeting date,the next NSW Committee meeting has been brought forward to 13th.
March ®
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SANDGROPERS SAYsese0. from Ted.Jawsll,

Here we are once @gain with @ New Year ahead of us @11;I wonder what it has in
store for us sll. W.A.Flight had @ very successful year as we all had soms very
enjoyeble social occasions throughout the year and I @am looking forward to

coming events in the futiure,

Once @again we had @ very enjoyable night out for cur usual Xmas social dinnar.
Each year we have tried to change our venue for this event with more or less an
ethnic affair, Scottish,lLebanese,Italian,etc. Our last was at Cicie's Italian
Restaurant in Perth. We had 30 members and wives in attendance~--2 wonderful
evening enjoyed by all,with plenty of food and as much house wine as we wanted to
drink,

And next.eeeee

Our next funtion for W,A.Flight will be down here at Mandurah,for
2 B.B.{. lunch at pur homa, Members have been coming here for quite a few years
and we all enjoy it. I hope to be able to talk some of the local members into
attending in the names of Harold Manton,Curly O'Connor,Nobby Nobbs and Len Stewart,
Personal Pars,

Tim.Dale is now in @ nursing home and able to go home now @nd again., All the
best,Tim

8ill @and Joan Clues 2re at present visiting their daughter Vicki in Melbourne

and son Gary in N.S.W,

Shorty Long is looking well and enjoying life with fishing and bowls;

Charlie Davis is the same as aver., Plays plenty of bowls to keep himself
occupised,

I keep busy myself with gardening,fishing,and bowls, Niceplace to live,hsre

at Mandurah,

Cheerio for now-w-=more news later, All the best.
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PROGRESS OF A MEMDRIAL TREE,

In the ysars immediately after our rsturn from the
wary,the N,5.,W, Flight planted @ Memorisl Tree at RARF Stetion,Richmond,
Flight President Pete Campbell officiated @and the chosen tree was a Kaffir Plum
and the year wags 1951, Two years later we placed a brass plague near it to
commemorate the Squadron Dead, Former C.0. Lew Johnston officisted at that,
The Tree prospersd until somegne ran over it with a truck It had to be re-
placed. This date is uncertain (research in early numbers of the Squadron Nesws
has yet to arrive at the date) but the chossn tree was a Fucalyptus.
In February this year Peter Alexander and Grasme Coombes,as Federal Secretary and
Federal Treasurer raspectively of the Air Force Association spent @ wesekend at
Richmond for @ top level mesting of A.F.A, iInterstate executives end decided to
look at the Trese, It has prospered and is now @ very big trse, The plague
has been well cared for by the RAAF-~the brass is polished and clean---and all-
is well., Thanks ,RAAF Bass,Richmond.
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SQUADRON OFFICIALS,

Sguadron President:Clive Wyman (Q.) Squadran Viecs Presidents: Archie Fell (N.Z,)

Col.Feredsy {A.C.T.)

Squadron Treasursr:Peter Alexander (NSW) Squadron Secretsry:Graeme Coombas (N.S,l.)

Flig

Vict
NS
UKe

Squadron Hon.Auditor:8ert Thompson A.A.S.A. (NSH)

ht Correspondents:

orias Stan.Terczynski,2?,Highgate Crove,Ashburton,Vict.,3147;

ul, Don.2itmead,11,Scarborough Street,Montersey,NSW,2217;
Sid.Thompsett,49,Amblecott Road,Crove Park,lLondon,Sw 12 9TN,England;

Queensland Jim,Holliday,43,5tells Street,Holland Park,0.,4121;

West
Sout

ot

ern hustrelia Ted.Jewsll 61,Wyaree Read,Mancdurah,W.p,,6210;
h Australia Geoff.Eeau,24,Fawlers Roed,Clen Osmond,S.A.,5064;

Editor of 458 Squadron NewsjFPeter Alexander (Syd.419 5024)
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Q. FLIGHT NEWS, from Jim.Holliday.

Report on "Windy" Gals. Publication in the last Squadron News of the letter
seeking news of Ken (Windy) Gale brought immediate results. Eric Lloyd advised that
on returning to Brisbane in 1943,he had contécted Ken's sister and her husband,

Alen Crockeywhg was head brewer at Castlemaine Fourex. Enquiries at Fourex ravesled
that Alan Crooke had now retired. Eventually,Alan Crooke telephoned from his home
on the Celd Coast. An ex<RAAF friend hed shewn Alan a copy of the lettsr and,on
behalf of his wife,he had written to W/Cdr.Evens,Air Attache in Paris,forwarding a
photocopy of Ken's Log Book. At the time of his death,Ken was @ member of 617
(Pathfinder) Squadron and on his 98th operation. Alsoc on 617,was another 458er,
Ack Ack Teylor. He was flying in a Lancaster with Arthur Doubleday on the seme raid
@s Windy's last. Windy end his pileot,Harry Steere,were in 2 mosquito on Targst
Identificstion (T.I.). Over R,T. Ack Ack heard Harry Steers report they were hit,
too low to bale out,and weould try to cresh land. Alan Crooke and his wife (Windy's
sister) visited the common grave of Windy @nd his pilct at St.Erlon,France, It wes
immaculatdy kept with fresh flowers at the headstone. Fnquiries revesled that the
members of the French ex-service orgenisation mainteinsd the grave. Alan Crooke
offered a donation but it was politely and firmly declined., Maintensnce of the
grave was the French way of saying "Thenks".

¥mas Function. A most enjoyable function was held at the home of Joyce and Jim
ficKay at Upper Mount Gravatt. DMost of the members in the Brisbans area attended,
Peg and Gordon Cuthbertson and Kitty and Jack Baxter ceme up from the Cold Cosst;
Charlotte end Chester Jones came down from Mt.Beppo,their retirement locetion;Harry
Dorge and son,Bradley,from Toowoomba,with Pat,alsp attending & State Junior Scccer
League Conference;a sun-tanned Chas.Warren chauffeured by Kath and Eric.Kelly;

Isla and Bert Garland,Joan snd Squadron President Clive Wyman;and of course Joan and
Sel.Foote who brought the succulent stesks,chops,rashers and eggs. A special

thanks to mins hosts,Joyce and Jim.,for the splendid orgenisation,ably assisted by
Peg.Holliday. Unfortunately Evelyn and Flight President Jack Lewis couldn't
attend,being committed to a family reunion in Parramatta. Apologies also from ths
Dud.McKeys,the "Shorty" Taylors (serious surgery for Dorothy) the Stones,the
Brandons,and Len MacDonnell,
RsS.LeHonour for Theo Ravenscroft,

As @n addendum to his Xmas greetings to all
members,Theo Ravenscroft writes: "On 12/11/83 I was presented with the V.C, of the

RSLy@t the Diggers Dinner hers at Longreach, I received the Gold Badge,Life



The News hes bean advised of the deeths of Keith Kappler 2=nd 3.H,Hinks.We ere most sorry.

STOP PRESS,
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Q.Flight News (cont.) Membership,and Certificate of the R.S.L.,A," From

reports received,Theo haes rerformed most distinguished service for ex-servicemen
and ex-gervice oroanisations for many years,travelling hundreds of miles throucheout
the Westerp Districts. Another 45B8er who has earned distinction in civvy life.
Persgnal Pars,

Jack Baxter is enthusiastic about his new boat,three stories high and in Jack's
wors,big enough for a fully attended Reunion. Dud MeKay writes of a refreshing
holiday at Princess Charlotte Bay,way north in Queensland. Bags of oysters anc
fish but @ crotchsetty crocodile more than rocked one of the boats, fric Lloyd
~==ngw finally retired--reports Kev.Byrne is now living at Coolum Beach.
Imminent retirement ®r Harry Dorge,and Theo Ravenscroft within 12 months.
Don.B8randon is modernising the plumbing of @ beautiful old home acquired on the
shores of Redland Bay. George Reed bothered but obediesnt abgut Doctor's ban on -
smokes. Alan Atherton recently toured Furope and the Fast. Jack Lewis
looked & little like 2 portreit of Lord Nelson recently,with his right arm slung
across his chest, Jack had surgery to corrsct the contracted sinew of his third
finger caused by his many years of wool classing.

i

hio, Ponn Toznight! Those who read Don.Charlwood's boak "No Moon To=night",published
in @ recent Readers Digest Volume,may be interested to know that the "Screened"
Navigators Cherlwood met on his return to Lichfield C.T.U.,were ex-458 Navigators
wha served on the Squadron @t Holme and in the Middle EFast:Keith Campbell,Norm.

Kobelke,Len.MecDonnell and "Windy" Gale. P.414 of the book,
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EROWERTERS CAUCUS... from Geoff.Esau,

I waited,on instruction,before sending in our news,for the big,the only,event on the
social calendar,a barbeque arranged for the 6th February. Unfortunately,the
weatherman promised & century and for that and other reasons the sttendance was small.
The populsr venue,Botanic Park,is an ideal spot,well grassed ®nd with many messive
trees to provide shads---which with several cold bottles reduced the temperature to
'Comfartablet?,
Those present were John and Pat.Carey,with their small granddeughter Tania,Sid and pat,
Bartrem,Kevin Tait,who brought Ron.Badger (on leave pass from Adelaids Hospital),
Heather and myself. Berbeques were out and cold collations in and the day was really
en joyed by those prasent.
Persmnul Pars,

Arn.Scholar was inveolved in @ car accident @ couple of months aco
and is making progress on the read to recovery.

Tom.Phillis has had to return to hospital., Our best wishes to Arn.e@nd Tom. and,af

course,to Ron.Badger in R,A.H.as mentioned.
I understand that Bill and Madge Taylor sre off to Queensland for sesveral weeks in the
near future,and wish them a happy holiday.
Some months ago &nd just after the printing of the News,I had a latter from Joan Priast,
of Richmond Park,Robe,in the scuth east. She is carrying on the property as a
holidey farm and asked me if I would mention this in the News for obvious reasons.
Unfortunately,it was overlookad and I now wish to meske amends. I understand that
visitors may spend @ day there or book in for an extended holiday,. I know the araea
though not this property,and it is full of interest and high on S5.A.'s list of
tourist priprity. Address is: P.0.Box 104,Robe,5276,50uth Australi@-~-pr 'phons
0B7 68 2149. Best of luck to you,Joan} (Editorsthe late Sir Hughie Edwards.V.C,
one of the greatest of all Australian airmen and always a friend of 438 Squadron,used
to stay in Robe for holidays whensver he had been ill or needed rest after his term
of duty @as Covernor of W.A, @and spoke in high terms of Robe(and of Pat Enright who
lives thsre),
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INTERIM AND UNSATISFACTORY REPORT ON REPATRIATION. Previous issues have,briefly,
told of the work of the Committee sppointed by the Minister of Veterans Affairs to
review the Repatriation system. It has met monthly for the past ysar, Pstar
Alexander has been one of the small number attending. The Committee reported,
hopefully including some improvements to the systam,. It included @ propossd

change to the Detsrmination system (to ebolish Boards and the Review Tribunals)

which we have oppossd (though the RSL and Legacy did not). Now,the Government has
verbally announced its intentions on the system. It plans to abolish the Onus of
Progf clguse (Sect.47) which has been sp helpful to ex-service people and widows,for
assessment of pensions (not entitlement),for the Service Pension and for the

Regular Forces, It has agreed to nons of the propossed improvements,

The Australian Veterans and Defence Services Council to which the Air Force Association
and therefore we ourselves belong has decided to oppose the whole Government proposal,
Some further discussions are pending but if in future issues we ask you to tell

your M.P.s and Sena Hors to opposse the chaqga----ﬂlaase doe
* 3* ¥ % ¥ K H %




