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GREAT INTEREST IN COMING 458 TOUR OF NEW ZEALAND,

Details of the March,1984 visit of 458 te New Zealand have been met with censiderable
resprnse by members, Qur Travel Agent,Vic.Williams ef Veterans Travel,has
received Netification Ferms frem well ever 50 members in all States (except Tesmania).
There is interest in the U.K.,ten. A further Brechure is in with this issue ef
the News. What is now essential is that interested members send in their depeosits
ef $100 per persen te reserve their participatien. As buses held limited numbers
there is a cut-off peint and it ceuld be that a member might 'miss-cut’,
On the :ther hand it is difficult fer the erganisers te 'gc firm' on details
which invelve reduced'party'fares until they have received at least the $100
deprssits.,
Incidentally,given @ minimum participatien of 10 frem each capital city,participants
in Brisbane,Melbeurne,Adelaide,will travel direct frem there te N.Z.,thus avoiding
the cests of travel te Sydney and perhaps overnight cests. Se,please send in yeur
forms and depesits,
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CROWEATERS ON PARADE, from Geeff.Esau.

Welceme home to the Editer--and I hape his everseas trip included Rhede Island!

Squadren-wise,5.A. has net been 2 State ef Excitement since the last newsletter.
Most members seem te have hibermated during the leong wet winter (in itself,a
pleasant change frem last year.)

Officially,the enly notewerthy eccasien wes the triennial meeting of the Air force
Memgrial Adelaide Airpert Cemmittee,which was attended,frem 4GB,by Ron.Badger
(Secretary and original instigater),Arn.Schelar,and John Carey. As I belisve

has been previeusly menticned,the Committee has been successful in having the
Memerial preserved in perpetuity despite plans otherwise when the Airport went
Internatisnal.. Currently seme 23 Units are represented and anether (Radar and
Signals) is imminent.
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Croweaters on Parade (cont.)

Perspnal Pars. Bill and Madge Taylor recently spent some
time in W.A. and returned full of enthusissm for the Stete and its pecple. B2ill enjryed
lunching with Lock Simpsen and mutual friends while there.

Sarry to hear that Betty Badger has been peerly 2nd in hsospital. Our very bast wishes to
her and te Ron. with the hope tnat she may sosn be restored te heslth and hearth,
Arn.Scheolar is having problems with 2 heart conditien and has to teke things guietly.
Alsg complains of heving lest his memory fer names. Lucky fellpwe-~I went thrpugh that
phase years aga! As the man said "1 alweys forget @ face and remember a namel"

My grandsen,Tom.,continues te do well at tennis. He was included in @ team of 6 boys &nd
€ girls representing S.A., in a 12 and under teurnament in Srisbane recently contestad by
Q'lnd N3W4,ACT,and S.A, S.,A, wes runner-up to OQueensland sgverall by one set, Tre kids
had a wenderful time including a tour af the Gold Ceast.

It is hgped te give details aof a prewposed 2,B.Q0. for S.A. members in the next newslstter
~--=ts be held in late Jan/Feb. Se all may ngt be complately meoribund here!
Cengratulations to W.,A, for winning THL CUF in & megnificent series. Fabulous!

Must share 2 definitien I hesrd ef *Mixed feelings'---=-watching your meother-in-law drive
your new Mercedes ever a cliff,

Goad luck And goed hezlth te readers everywhere,
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VIC,FLIGHT NEWS, frem Sten.Tarczynski

Our Annual General Meeting en friday Jume 3rd.was held at Fest Malvern R.S.L. in the
Ladies Bewls Ryamyand upzn campletion at 7.30 we returned for dinner at the R.S.L,
Bistra, These in attendance were: Mr.and Mrs.D. & B.Evans,J.a2nd D.Fleminog,

J.& B.,Jenkins,H.& K.Martin,K.& B.Merkham,J.% J.Redwell,R.%& J.Russell,D.& M,Singe,
W,Hurferd end S,Tarczynski., The 1983-4 sffice-bearers are: Pres.J.Fleming,

Senier V.P.,R.Russell,dnr.V,P,,H.Ashwprth,Hen,.Sec.5,Tarczynski,Hen.Treasurer,W.Hurferd.
The Cemmittee is made up af all thise in attendance with the exceptien ef J.Jenkins and
J.Redwell,

The mast impertant item emanating frem this meeting was that the ladies were

admitted te the meeting and & discussisn en their admittance as members with veting
rights was well received. The reasgn fer J.Redwell net accepting & seat

en the Cemmittee fer the year,having been @ permanent cemmitteeman previeusly is that
he has retired fram werk. Censequently he and Jean have alreedy seld up in

Cheltenham and returnad te their faveurits haunt,Merbein,near Mildura,

Te shew their esteem fer Jean and Jehn,the ladies,threugh the ceurtesy sf Jsan and
Ren.Russell,erganised @ barbegue at their hame in West Dencaster sn July 3rd. The
ladies presented them with a2 beautiful Murray River scens in watercoleur. Thes=
present wsre;Jean and Ren.Russell,daughter and sen-in-law Jillian and Jee Semers

and grandchildren,Geesrgina and Andresw,Dct and J.hn Fleming,8stty and Dave Evans,

Jean and Jehn Redwell,.lune and Gesrge de Tarczynski,Mavis and Mick Singe,Kath and
Harald Martin,Beatrice Markham,Nancy Cugley,and her friend Jean Williems,flaine Timms,
Ern.Laming and Stan.Tarczynski,

On the Sick List.

We have a few sickies! Ern.Laming is in and sut of P,AN.C.H,
(Presten and Nerthcete Cemmunity Hespital) fer 2 double hip gperatisn---the secsnd
ene is z2bsut due, All the best fer @ qguick recevery,frn. Ren Russell is hame and
well again,having alse put en 2 bit ef weight,fcllswing 2 deuble cpen-heart cperaticn.
Den Juhnston,whs werked se tirelessly pricr te and during the All-States Mildura
Reunicn is cenfinasd te the Mildura Base Huspital where he has been faor sesme tim=.
Ernie and Don have recsived "(Cet well" cards frem the Cwnmittee.

Ann and B8ill Hurfcrd had an experience net te be fergetten fer scme time, Several
menths back they were escenced at Yamba an a caravan trip when the heavens open=d up
far eight days. Ann get 2 chill in her shoulder and having endured the pain fer a
week went te Taree Hespital. She was feund te have a virus and acute arthritis,
resulting in Bill moteoring her te Sydney,during 2 transpert strike,where she flew
home algng=-=-8ill had tw go back fur the caravan. After 2 let of treatment,Ann is
nearly back tec her old self.

Membership, The last committee meeting,held en September 23rd at the Air Ferces
Club reselved that the wives of members beceme full veting members ef Vic.Flight. It
is to be . heped that this meve will entice seme of sur metrcpelitan members in
particular te¢ censider frenting up and bringing their wives, They will 21l be mast
welceme af the twe fellewing functiens: Melbgurne Cup Day,Nev.1st.,B.B.Q at Jean
and Ren.Russell's place,?5 Harceurt Street,West Doncaster,Tel., B48 3120. BYD and
BBQU Eats dnd preferably chairs, The same epplies te the Xmas BBQ en Sunday
December 4th. This is chez Jehn and Det.fleming,25 Manning Street,St.lLesnards (near
Geeleng). We should leve te see the re-appearanceef seme 'sld' feces,
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CORNSTALK COMMENTARY. frem Dan.Bitmead,

Ethnic Dinner. Italian-style,at St.Leenards, This was anether enjeyabls
sccasien attended by the largest number (40) of members and friends te date. They
ware; Peter and Rita Alexander,Melanie Alexander and friend,Jack and Dorcthy Aitken,
Harry and Nita Baines,Sam and Maisie Barlew,Don and Bev.Bitmead,Pete and Barbara
Campbell,Craemes and Dulcie Ceoombes,Bruce and Linda Dean,Juhn and Moira Dunn,Yvenne
and Patricia Cromptsn,Lleyd and Betty Johnsan,Arthur and Tess Jollow, Les and Jaan
King,5ten and Jsan Longhurst,Bsb and Patricia Lynden,Tem &nd Val.Mapre,Eric and
Dorethy Munkman,Bueb and Dgt.Smith,Frank and Thelma Ward,
Plagues, As a number ef members have shewn interest in purchasing a Squadren
wall plague, the Squadren Ceuncil {sur Federal Council) has placed a further crder--
with a New Zealand firm. Thess plegues sheuld be rsady in November. As Father
Time is catching up with us this erder may well be opur last ones, Se,] suggest,that
any member requiring ene send @ raeqguest to the Sguadron Secretary (Graeme Ceumbes)
at eur Bex =--GP0 Bex 5289,Sydney,2001«~-accempanied by the ameunt ef $3-00 each,
Sick Members, Stu.Rickstts and Arthur Jellow have beth had 2 brief
spell in hespital with heart preblems and are nww back homs. Doug.McGuigan whe
jained the Sguadrsn in foggia,has been ill at hume fer scme time, I am sure Doug.
waeuld appraeciate a visit at his home in St.Ives by members. We wish him and any
ethers whe have been ill recevery and say "Take it easy!
Movement (Orders, Junier Hawke has written te say that he has meved frem Orange te
Joh's ceuntry. We hepe yzu have settled in and csntact Jim.Helliday,the Q.Flight
Secretary. Junier's new address is Lat 75,Edelsen Crurt,Beenarve Parks,Queensland,
Hew the Sguadren News is published. The precedure adepted ever the years by the
Publicatiens Cummittee has been as follows: the ECditer advises the Flight
Correspendents every three menths ef the date by which he wants their centributisns.
A Publicatiens date is agreed by the Publicatisns Cymmittee, The Editer,sn receipt
nf the news items persenally types them fer the effset printer. Meanwhils
Publications Ccmmittes members address envelspes. The Cemmittee tsgether with
wives meet at the Air Fgrce Club en Publicatiens Night te collate and staple the
pages and f.ld and insert the News in the 2ddressed envelopes. This issue has been
delayad due te the Editer (Pster) being everseas attending Veterans talks with the
Werld Veterans Federatien.
Prstal Rates, Pster has as last (after 2 number ef attempts ever the years)
succeaded in gaining reduced rates faor the NewS---previded we enly use ths
specially printed envelspes this News arrives in--and past them fream the same
past « ffice,
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Q.FLIGHT NEWS, frem Jim.Helliday.

Recently,Squadren President Clive Wyman fulfilled an ambitien te ses the Lew Jahnsten
Memerial Huneur Board at Pemint Ceek. Accempanied by his brether,an efficial of the Pert
Melbwurne Autherity,Clive spent a rewarding few heurs at Peint Cesk. Clive returned
praud ef thes guality of the Honeur Beard,pleasad with its mest preminent lecatien and
prefusely appreciative of the ceurtesy and hespitality ef the C.0. of Ne.1 F.T.5.. Clive
was alse deeply impressed with the R.A.A.F.Museum at Peint Ceek and urges svery 458er te
visit it, it was a nestalgic visit te Peint Ceek by Clive's brether. He received his
wings there 40 years age.

The Wymans, The Wyman family are part ef the sarly histery ef Seuth EFest Queensland.
Cegrge and Ruth Wyman were the faunders ef @ (Gensral Stere in 1683 at Laidley,2 teun near
Ipswich., The Stere is still fleurishing & century later under 3rd and 4th generation
Wymans. Clive is the company's sglicitor. Brisbane's evening daily paper published an
half page story on the Wymens store centenary,leavened with interesting historic
photographs, Such were the hazards of eerly plomeer days that a panicky bull blundered
into the Store one dey--which had customers screaming on top of counters and swinging
from the shelves, Apparently some china was broken too!

Perspnal News items,

In June,Jack Hobbs retired. Immediately,he bought a caravan and,
with wife Sheila,set off to see Australia first. Time allpcation:six months., Side
entertainment :1ook up 45Bers.

After & considerable amgunt of "Yes,we wille-=No,we won't" Alan Atherton and wife
finally took off on & trip to Europe on 31st.August with a stopover on the way back in
Singapore. Alan is restless in retirement and has often contemplated "turning inland
agein'" and 2cquiring another "property". However,he says,it may be only the spirit of
youth hasn't given in easily.

Ches.Warren has returned from @ sentimental journey--by traine-to the land of his birth,
Winton,whers Qantas was born,. At Longreach he was met on the platferm by Theo.
Ravenscroft. Chas.returned invigorated by renewed old friendships.
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SANDGRDPERS SAY.wooooes from Ted.Jewell.

Once again News time is on us,and news at the moment is very scarce., We have had a
very wet ccld and windy winter with very little happening here in the West.

In July we had another great day at the South Perth Yacht Club as guests of Cordon and
Olga Jones, There were about 30 members and wives present for a firste-class lunch
and plenty to drink. No one seemed to want to go home and we were there for about 4
hours. Cood to see all the crowd enjoying themselves so much.
On Sundey 25th,September we arranged an oputing to the Serpentine Dam,which is

situeted about 30 miles from Perth., It was one of the nicest days weather we have had
since the winter finished. The sum ceme put guite hot,and with the wzter,the btig
trees and the wildflowers which were in asbundanhce ,the day could not have been nicer,
We had a good roll up which with children would have been in the 40 mark.

After & B.B.0,lunch which was washed down with a lager or two,members and wives had a
wander arpound seeing the sights, While we were there we all celebrated our Flight
President,Bill Clues®,retirement. Bill had only just finished work on the Friday. He
was with Australija Popst for many years. Joan made & cake for the occasion and after
a2 short speech,Bill cut the cake which was sampled by all--<and wes very nice indeed,
In November,Bill and Joan intend to head East with 8 caravan to spend some time with
son Gary and daughter Vicky. Happy retirement,Bill!

Christmas is fast approaching and we are already orgenising 2 venus for our usual
Get-together dinner. As Bill will be away,it is in the good hands of Charlie Davis
to find a suitable place, At the moment we could be at the restaurant in Kings Park.
Members will be notified at a later date,

Members who come regularly to our functions and help make them @ success are as

faldows: Bill and Joan Clues Ted and flsie Jewell Ray and Merg.Turley
Peter and Doreen MecCarthy Bob znd Betty Grenville Henry and Vera Etherton
Gordon and Olga Jomes  Tom and Bstty Howard Tom and Phyl.Foster
Fred and Dot.Howe  Ron and Alice Gannaway Ken anc Dixie Rex
Kath Shearman  Phil and Shirley Hicks  Cherlie and Betty Davis. Poss Dale.

Tim.Dale is not able toc make it at present as he is still in hpspital-~-but hope to
see you later on,Tim. Shorty Leng and Jim and Lucy Palmer turn up whenever they can,

I have been told that Jim and Lucy Palmer and Nundi Carpenter are starters for the
New Zealand trip next year, Shoulc be a great trip and reunion.
ARll the best for now.
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NOTE FOR NEW SOUTH MEMBERS.  1fq apnual Christmes dinner will be held this year,
at the Air Force Club,213 Clarence Street,Sydney,on November 29th. Details from
Eric Munkman (451 0824) or Don.Bitmead (587 2007).
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CORRESPONDENCE;Letters to the Fditor and gthers.

From the Air Attache,Australian Embassy,4,Rue Jean Rey,Paris,France, (received
through Jim.Holliday).

DEsE Bifs Recently I received a letter fromMonsieur Pierre Mahe,Bourg de Lassy,355590,
Guichen,france,who is in the process of writing @ book about the adventures of airmen
shot down over France during W.W.II. M.Mahe is trying to locate relatives or

friends of Flying Officer Kenneth William CALE,D.F.C.,R.A.A.F.,404 241,

Flying Officer GALE,the son of William James Gale end Margaret Frances (Gele of
Surfers Paradise,Queensland,was the navigator of @ Mosquito aircraft which was shot
down over Rennes on 9th.June 1944 and crashed ten kilometres away near the village of
Orgere. Both he and the pilot of the aircraft,F/Lt.Harry STEERE were killed in the
crash and were buried in the cemetery of St.Erblon. F/0 Gale was 24 years gld at the
time of his death.

M.Mahe has been able to locate the family of F/Lt.Steere but all his efforts to
locate relatives or friends of F/0 Cale in the Surfers Paradise area have failed.

Can you help M,Mehe to establish contact? 1If so,please write to W/Cdr.K.J.Cairns

at the above 2ddresS.csesescessssse

(Note: "Windy" Gale was @ well-known 458er from Holme-on=Spalding Moor,with Len.
Laver,to the Middle Fast. Can any reader help?)

oW W
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Correspondence {(cont.)

To the Editor of "Wings" from Miss M,E.Gell,P.0.Box 259,Matraville,N,S5.W.,2036.

Dear Sir, I would like to hear from anyone who knew my brother,P/0 Thomas Gell
(his commission from F/Sgt was posthumously awarded) who wes shot down while
serving as an observer with a Wellington Squadron gperating from Malta on a2 raid
to Sicily on ths Bth.January 1543,

(Note: Allan Gall --~his initials were A,T.--was @ well-known 458er from Holme-on-
Spalding Mpor one=-and 2 noted 458 cricketer.
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From F/Lt.I.J,Murray,69,River Street,Cundletown,2430 to Don.Bitmead,

Dear Don, Would you please convey to the President and Committee of your
Association the sincere thanks of the officers and cadets of 17 Flight NSWAIRTC,
-for the very generous gift of a copy of "We Find and Destroy" by Peter Alexander,

We are establishing & library of aviation publicatlons at this Flight as we fesel
this is the best method by which we can make 2 number of volumes of aviaticn books
available to the largest number of interestsd individuzls. Your gift will be most
appreciated, Thank you again.,

* M K ¥

From Hanry Etherton,15,Chaffers Strest,Morley,W,R.,0062

Dear Peter, A few lines,hoping you arse well., Qur son,Dudley,wha is in the Air
Force would like to become an Associate member of 458, He has always been a kasen
followereof what we didyand do,and while we realise he isn't a returned serviceman,he
has been in ths service for the past ten years. He is always asking so decided to
write to you and see if it is possible or Notesseesoss
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From Sandy Yeomans, (Brucs McKenzie's elder deughter),1,lichfield Crescent,
Hobwas Tamwgrth,Staffs,B78 3 AS,England,

Dear iMr and Mrs.Alexander, essssnsesHOW @re you all? We went to Canadaw-Calgary
and the Rocky Mountains this summer. Enjoyed backepacking into the wilds to camp.
Saw many animals and topok 28 rolls of 36 film,mostly of mountains., We did
luxuriate in 2 Lodge occasionally. One,we went to three times. It had good views
fooed and service,and log cabins with open hearth fires. The weather was wet for
thair summer but 90° was gained on some days. Calgary boom has bust and houses
are selling at 40% below purchase price of 1978. A lot of office space vacant.
People say at least its back to a realistic price.

I am converting my Kenya Pilot's licence to 2 British one. I am starting a

course on acupuncture. I have already done 2 basic course on Kinesiology (combines
acupuncture chiropractic,osteopath with muscle testing and homeopathﬂ; I want to do
Silva mind control too.....Perheps U.K, is crowded but there are many things one can
learn at short distances apart. A friend suggests I also go to be U.5.AR, to see
other people doing similar thingS......Take care--esnjoy summer!

R R R
From Bill Scott,P.0.Box 183,Wapenamanda,Enga,Papua New Guinea.

Enclosed $30 for a Squadron badge,extra for postage and Sgquadron News. Good to
hear of 458 exploits--2nd wish Sguadron members all the best for 19684 visit to
Godzone. I don't think I'1l be in N.,Z. for this---at the moment I'm running =
school in the Highlands of PNG,

I've had a good run physically up to this tims but have had to come back to NZ for
a prostate gland operation. Heading back to PNG to=day.

As I've said,glad to hear of doings of Squadron members but would be plessed to
hear of whereabouts of Ron.Gould,my goldfish mate--and also Dick Hatton and Snow
Horton. Bast wishes to z2ll,
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pibe T UNE Jone We LINETUN 3 458ers who went on the U.K,Visit last year visited the
Hendon Air force Museum where they saw the last Wellington on display, We commented
at the time on the monumental vandalism of postwar Covernment departments which had
led to this situation---only one left out of over 11,000 manufactured.

Now,it appears there is one more. At the bottom of Loch Nass, Some Wellingtons
were described by their crews as mensters,but no jokes please, 1t appears that
on December 31st 1040 a Squadron Leader Marwood=Elton,his co-pilot P/0 Slater,took

off from Lossiemouth  with a2 crew of six young trainee navigators. The starboard
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One More Wimpy (cont.) engina failed in snow squalls. The six young traineas were
ordered ta bail put.fFive landed safely, The pilots caught sight of a long body of
water and decided to ditch. This they did successfully,climbing out onbo Lhe

starboard wing,released the dinghy aznd paddled a2shore. Tha aircraft sank in 90 seconds,
There it lay for 36 years.

The News has the story of its discovery from Tom Moore who saw it in the August "New
"Scientist" in an account of some experiments in underwater surveying carrisd out by

a team of young scieniists from Heriot-Watt University at Edinburgh. The need for
underwater activity in relaticn to the ssarch for oil and its processing weras the
motivating forces. Thay lowered a camera fram2 down onto what was at first

believed to be =z Catalima they were surprised top see the outline of a Wimpy appear

on their television screen. (They had it ssems "scrounged" parts from wellingtoms
awaiting cannibalisation during the war years,as schoolboys--estrange story).

The aipcraft was in excellent condition.as to pressrvation.

Several years later and after many further expesriments in underwater survey and
navigation they has another look at the wimpy in 1981 and were shocked, A welle
praserved aircraft had the fuselags aft of the wing torn apart., The main strength
members were broken and bent outwards. The astredome hatch had disappeared.

The scientists have,they say,no idea how the damage was caused but surmise that as

many pepple knew the location of the 'plane,souvenir hunters had been at it(in 70 metres
of water). ( Or has "Nessie" been trying its strength on the aluminium?)
Possibilities of raising the airpraft are being considered but now present considerable
problems.

This aircraft had some operational flying (it was 2 very early Mk.1A --=No.N2980)

unlike the Hendon kite which was only used as a trainer, N 2980 was,the article
reports, the second Wellington out of the 11,462 produced.

Let's hope it proves to heve a fubure,
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THE FUTURE DF REPATRIATION,
As the Nsws has previously reported the Minister of

Veterans Affairs has an Advisory Committee,which sits in Canberra,commenting on
Departmental proposals for "Up-dating” the Repatriation Act. The R.S.LesReVeBsD.5.Cuy
Legacy and the War Widows Cuild are rspresented, Peter Alexander attends as an
advisor from A.V.A.D.S.C. It has caveraed much of the Act and ensrgetically dsbated
proposals put forward, Soma,at least,of its members view the exercise with
apprehension, It would be sp sasy to alter,unwittingly,a system that,at present,
is operating quite favourably for the ex-ssrviceman and woman, The Committee has
not yet finished its work and is promised,by the Prime Minister,an opportunity to see
the draft Bill before it ogoes tp Parlisment,
Its members are: Sir William Keys (R.S.L.-=~CHairman),Mr.Bruce Ruxton (R.5.L.),Admiral
G.Criffiths (A.V,A.D.5.C.),Mrs.Hughes (War Widows National President) and Mr.A.
Robertson (Legacy). Advisors present are Peter Alexander (A.V.A.D,5.C.),Mr.L.Mason
(AReVeRAeD.S.C.)yMr.Wal Newington (R.S.L.) and Mrs.Merjorie Brown (War Widows National
Sacretary). Representatives of Yeterans Affairs and Dafence as well as the Minister's
young Legal Advisor (Neil Williams) attend., The Departmental Liaison Officer is
Or.Brendan Godfrey of Canberra. papartment of Dafence sometimes sits in.
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ABE WUR ST FOR Mkl ERANC. The Executive Board of the World Veterans Federation
met recently in Algiers to consider the present state of things for veterans,

Peter Alexander,who is the WVF Vice President from Asia and the Pacific was one of the
gix in attendance. (He was interested to see again Maison Blanche-eyou wouldn't
recognise it--and Blida==-you wpuld),

One of the great problems and opportunitiess,on the world scene,relates to the

hundreds of thousands,if the right word is not millions,of new veterans and their
families~-=in Africa (Angola,Mosambique,Zaire,Zimbabwe,et),and Asia (Bangla Desh,
Vistnam,Kampuchea )=w=for whom little or nothing is done. Their Governments have no
money:often the Veterans have no Association to look after their interests.

R great problem for those with 2 conscience and there is much struggle and work aheadew
which we havé hardly commenced yet, They must go back te their villages minus

legs and arms to struggle as they may,
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To Mr.V.Williams,Veterans Travel,215,Clarence Street,Sydney,2000.

I am interested in details of the forthcoming 458 Sguadron Reunion tour of New
Zealand. Please send details

Namel...l.'....ll.'....l.....l.l..

Addressollt..tlDO'lll.C.ll.'o.n.'l"..li..llDolill.ict
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