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SANDGROPERS SAY...0..0r the WEST's WINNING WORDS, from Henry Etherton,15,Cheffers St.,
Morley,W.A.,6062,

Firstly,I want to apologise to the W.A.Flight for missing cut on the News for the last

few issues. So,in this issue I will try and bring you up to date. In my last letter I
told you that Joam and Tom.Hicks and family arrived in the West on Christmas Eve. In
January we held a welcome for them at Bill and Joan Clues' place, We alsp invited our
young people along sc that they could meet Tom's family (Richard,20,Jane,15,and Clare,14)
===Keith,their eldest son,is @ pilot with B.E.A.,sc didn’t come. The party was a great
success and about 45--50 “Bods" turmed up. It was held in the form of a2 barbecue tea,
Tom.was with us at Protville as second dicky to F/0 Wells. He is an architect,and came
out under the Landall scheme, He was staying in a flat im Socuth Perth but has since
moved to a home at Applecross.

At the same Do,we had the nleasure of welcoming back to the fold !'Joe' and Phil.Watson,and
I am pleased to say they have attended every show since. Just before the barbecue,our
sleuths discovered that Norm.and Nancy Cugley were in town. However ,after several
attempts to run them to earth,Bill Clues paid @ visit to their hotel before they were

out of bed. We were very glad to have them turn up. Norm.and Nancy were on & conducted
tour of the West. Hope you enjoyed it,folks!

Anzag Day as usual,

Anzac Day was a good show,as usual, We had a good rollecall on parade~~-about 20=--and
Tom.Hicks played "Sister Anna® There was a bit of a mix-up,and instead of following
the Army,458 finished in the centre of them. After we left the parade we went out to
the Clues place where the women had prepared a beautiful buffet lunch. We had our
Reunion outside while the womenfolk lunched in Joan's lounge. After the luncheon,we all
mingled on the lawn and had a great afternoon. The weekend after Anzac Day we had
another Do,to say 'Hello' to Victorian Flight President Bob.McKinna and Beatrice,who were
staying with their daughter and son-in-law. It was good to see them after such a long
time.

Business as Usual,

I have just returned after another fortnight's business trip to Geraldten,and had the
pleasure of meeting up with Al.Wheat, Al.is toying with the idea of making the trip
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Sandgropers 52y...(zont,)

East for the mext Anzac All-States Reunion. Wrile on the subject of the All-States,
we are working on circulars to send to the boys. On dicaticns,ws may have a faw of
the chaps theweg Yera and 1 may even maks it. As scon as I get a 1ist I will be
forwarding it to the orgen’

At the mew Air Farge Club,

During my first trip to Geraldton,Bill received o Purser of the Air Force
Association that Peter Alexan he Air Forece Club at
ateman for 458 to hold 2 t notice,a number of 45B8ers
and wives were able to make if 5 1k on the advantages of 45B
éffilldtlﬂq wzth chﬂ A&SO i&v ofie MAfter this,the women were shewn over the Vsterans
Homes b bers he could in the time aval able, Thanks,Bi11}
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THE BRITISH BULLETIN, from Sid. Thomosett, 49, Ambleconte Read,Crove Park,
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on.5.FE.172,5TN  England, 01-857=09486 Tel.
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; C o Life &t home has been really hectice. I am
leased to inform you that T em now 2 or father My ﬁaugh+er had @ baby girl at the

peginning of May. Her husbeand is i s A,.F . .mow serving in Cypruso He managed to get

leave,and was home in 6 hours. A bit dif F rent from the old days,

At long last,l am =nswering your last

[

1 have now received the cutstending copies of the Sguadron News,also the current issus.

I myself am working for the M.0.D Procuremant Executive,in the Contracts Division. It is
wvery interesting work,especially a2s we do a ot of wark for Nerthsrm Ireland,

Annual Do at the Pathfinders Club,

\We had ou: Annual (- -togethsr at the Path Finders Club,and we were pleased to welcome
(Frank Braybrook and his wife Maureern, Frank is still serving in the R,A.F., and did visit
JPustralia in March,but due to one thing and anmcther did not manzge to contact snycne of the

«Sguadron, He has written me a letter which I will put in &=t the end of this letter.

To get back te the Reunion:all the usual facesi---Mick Mason,Harry Bishop ind his wife,Leon
JArmstrong and his wife,Fred.Nieman and his wifs,myself and mine. Many apclogiess were

;received for non-@ppearance Everyone looked fit and well,degpite our increasing ages.

Since my last letter to youypetergz have to repert the deaths of Ted.Adams end Les.Cook.,

-These events,unfortunately,ws must expect as time goss on. There are many members we Nevesr
thear from,but I am still sending them the Squad on News,2lthough we never receive any subs,

from them. By the way,Mick Mason would like a 458 Sguadron Tie. Can you arrange this,please?

t was sent to
o I never got
irmcere regrets

‘I received a letter from Bill.Tayler when he was in London but unfortunately
my old address at George Lanejand the new people there were sway cn holideys
jthe letter until well after Bill had left-=wso will you pleaze give him my s
,at not having contacted him- Hope to hear from you again soon,

o
1
s

t“F L

dish Crescent,Hornchurch,Essex,England,

W

Letter to Sid,Thompsett from Frank Braybrgogk 1,0

Dear Sid.,

That was very kind of you to loock me up again, 1 look forward to
.seeing you again. Can't recall when we last met,Side~--but I recall ettending @& Reunion in
.1955 and seeing Leon Armstrong at the same time. 1 hope now to remain in the U.K, for @

,couple of years--~hope is probably the "Qﬁdmrwm%F@E% would be more apgpropriatel

As you know,I have been busily,and extreme happily Flying helicopters in just about every
;thoatre  since 1955, 1 say svery th trggbut until this month never made Australia,

of duty., I was most th to return.
458 Sqdn.typs: 1 faegl particularly bad
ron News [ x Y rom you to-day. However
on of Canberra wh o

(On 2nd.Merch I went out there for » thres we
(Unfortunately I had no time at all to go cal
about that in view of the g !
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that omission ... compensate Mrs.Up o I met socn after arriving
They provided the type of A“r imn hospitality atout which I've only read in the Sguadron Newv‘
I was given the very best t ' yver forget the Capital city,the Snowy
£
Gt

he Tidbinbilla
wag even allowed

Mountains and Mmunt Kosciy

a8
ko@kaaurr~s in
game reserve and a host c? t
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The British Bulletin (ceont.)

to go solo pemning for gold inm the river Araluen.

I tock a few photographs and I'11 bring along to the next Reunion those I have. By the time
I arrived home I'd collected a lot of stuff,presents from Singapore,sherry and wine from
Cyprus,and 2 shell or two from Gan in the Maldives:but,on reflection,nothing will trigger off
the memories quicker than a recording of "Clancy of the Overflow" by mome other than Len
Teals, "Clancy™ and "The Man from Snowy River™ have long besen sentimental arrows as far

as I am concerned.

Justin and Murray Upton gave us Len's long player as I was leaving. Len is known to
everyone in Aussie--=he has made an enormously successful carser and as I look at his photo=-
graph in gur album-=-taken more than & quarter of a century ago=--I'd like to think that Len
is typical of all the 458 Sandgropers,Pomsz,Croweaters,etc !

I could write a great deal and it would nearly 211 be about BEAUT. Aussie but instead I'11
wait until later and tell you abgut it. I do wish I'd seized the opportunity when I was
in the Far East of going "Down Under®. Again thanking you for taking the trcuble to
loock me up

yours aye, Frank Braybrook. (Ed.Frank is a Squadron Leader)

000000000000 0D00000C0O0O0O0OCOOOO0OCOO

VIEWS FROM VIC.. from Jim.Timms,39,Frank Street Vermont, Vic.,3133.

The Passing Show.

May-a Binge night was held at the home of Nance and Nerm.Cugley. Not a big attendance
but a very enjoyable evening.

June- a progressive dinner arranged by our Ladies Committeeisherries and savouries
at Jean and Ernie Lamins’s:main course at Dot and John Fleming's;sweets and coffee
at Nance and Norm.Cugley's plus a good quantity of other liquid refreshments. A
really good ding.

July-a Sunday lunchecon at cur famous “Baron of Beef"--~87 members and friends attended.

August- another bingo night,this time at Flight President Bob and Bestrice McKinna's
place, A good attendance and yet another enjoysble evening.

Future Function.

On the 22nd.0ctober there will be a wine bottling day at John Bilnsy's property
at Christmas Hills~--anyone interested in attending,please contact me (87-1270,evenings;
or 560-9999,business). Victorian Flight is arranging to have a guantity of labels
printed with the 458 motif. Any members may purchase these at a moderate price (please
advise the number required though.). ’
XAXXXAXXXXAXXX XX XXX
Programme for the 1973 All-States Reunicn.

Interstate Members met and transported tc accomodation as requssted,

Friday 20th.April. 1.a.m. to 4.p.m. Victorian bun and coffee Easter Funcion,plus
a light lunch;

Saturday 21st.April, Bus. to Ballarat at 10 a.m.,visiting Eureka Stockade,Lake
Wendouree,Adam Lindsay Gordon's cottage;lunch served in 0ld Colonial (1880) style.
Visit Sovereign Hill,historic gold mining town of the 1850s, Dinner-Dance at
night in luxury settings

Sunday 22nd.April. Sguadron Barbecue on @ sheep station outside Ballarat,including
food and drinks and all farm activities. Arrive back in Melbourne by bus at 7.p.m.;

Monday 23rd.April Ladies~Picnic Tour-Dandenong Ranges, Lunch at a very attractive
location, Men-Sports Day-Golf,Bowls;Racing and football=-individual choice.
Dinner-Dance-Bavarian style-=7.p.m.
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Views from Vic.(cont.)

Tuesday 24th.April Sports~Golf
Scenic sights of Melbourne-=bus tour 9.30 a.m.
Evening free,
Wednesday 25th.April. Ladies Anzac Luncheon,
Anzac Reunion  (March commences at 10=0 @.m. followed by reunion lunch)

For furtb o information,members should censult their Flight Secretary. For interstate
members there will be a moderate overall charge to 2ttend the proorammezaccomodation and
drinks will be extra,

000D CO0O0O0COO0DO0O0D20CO00¢0CO0

Personal Pars,

Roy and Joan Russell recently celebrated their 29th.Wedding Anniversary at a Sguadron
function,so Flight President Bob was able tc propose the tgast.

Norm.and Nance Cugley's son Don.,recently rsturned from overseas,has ann ced his
engagement,and celebrated his 21st. Congrats from 458,

Stan.Tarczynski is a proud grandfather, Incidentally,5tan's father was 29 when he was
born,Stan.29 when his son Denn: arrived,and Dennis 29 when daughter Mia Katherine was born,
(We hear Stan wants to form a 29ers Club).

Ken.and Phil.Morkham are also proud grandparents, Daughter Doreen has a son,Stephen.
Daughter Lorna is a very good iceskater.

Shorty Wilson fws retired from D.C.A, because of 1ill health. We all hope you pick up
soon,Shorty.

8quadron President Ern.L wing has informed me that the Regent Dramatic Society is present-
ing the very popular "Sound of Music® for its 1972 production. This is on the nights of
October 5th,6th, ,7th3;12th,13th.14th with a matimee on 14th, Prices $1=70,children under

14 90 cents. Anyone interested should contact Mr.Malcolm Ward,200 Foote St.,
Templestowe Tel.B46-1442,

Regards to Flight members in other States from Vic.Flight. Jim.Timms,
OX OX OX §X 0OX O0X OX OX OX OX OX OX OX 0X.

TALK  COMMENTARY, “ramo 0o, Trwin, 32 ;Rose Street Ashfield N.S,.W,,2131,

[Functions,meetings and movements of N.5.W, 45Bers since the last News issue have been:

[Club Night =at Lakamba Air Force-Navy Club, This was during May when a 458 party attended
@ Saturday night after-dinner dance---Peter Alexander,Stuart Ricketts,Cy.Irwin,Eric Munkman,
Don.Bitmead and their ladies, We had a very goaod night and this had led to arrangements
{for @ similar future nighte~~to be held at Chatswood R.S.L.Club on Saturday 9th,September,

Meeting with Alan (Snowy) Atherton, On Monday 14th.August Sgquadron members met up
with Snowy Atherton and wifesand son,lan. They were in Sydney for the marriage

of Alan's other son. At short notice a number of Alan's clice=zt Squadron mates were able
t{to get along for some beers and talk over ~ld times. Present were John Fennell (who
c@ame down specially from Tuggerah),Wal.Archbold (specially from Qurimbah),Fred.Strom,Arthur
Jollow,Henry Bryant,Stan.Longhurst,Allan Walker,Eric Munkman,Peter Alexander,and Cy.Irwin,
(Dorothy Munkman,Elaine Irwin and Magda Bryant came in to greet Jean Atherton.

The Air Force Association Anri 2l Assembly, The N.S.W.State Assembly was held at a country venue
tthis year-=-Tareez--on 10/11th. June. Sonadron members who attended as delegates to representi
ur squadron were Peter Alexander and St 1.Longhurst.

©Sam_gverseas Sam and Maisie Barlow left con August 16th for an overseas trip and

holiday., They will be away for over three months,will make their headguarters in the U.K.,
will travel through Europe and no doubt visit many of the Squadron’s old locations in the
Middle East,as well as some famous wine growing areas,. A well deserved trip and we wish
Sam and Maisie a very pleasant holiday,

Rita Alexander in Britain, Rita,also,has departed these shores for & trip home to England
FOr & Tamily visit. Peter has things well under control on the home fromt until Rita's
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Cornstalk Commentary (cont.)

_om her seven week absence.

future events fer N.S.W.Flight members will bej~-
Chatswood R.S.L.Dinn c-Dance and Club Night. Arranged for Saturday September 9th.
€ .p.m. for pre-dinner drinks.
Services for Battle of Britain. A Martin Place Cenataph Service will be held on
Friday 15th.September at 12 roor Commemorative services will alsc be held,as follows,
on Sunday 17th.September:

St . Andrews Cathedral 10=30 a.m.

St.Mary’s Cathedral 10-00 a.m. Mass
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St.Stephents Church

(Air Force Ball,1972. To be held at the University of N.S.W. Roundhouse on Friday
22nd.September. Debutantes will be presented to H.E.the Governsr of N.S.W., Sir Roden
Cutler,V.C.,and Lady Cutler,2and amongst the Debs this year will be Deborah Alexander. we
@are hoping to have a sizeable 458 party to celebrate the night with Peter and Rita.

The Flight Golf Day. The Flight’s anmnual Golf Day will be held at Asguith Golf Club during
Wovember . The President’s Cup will be at stake,so timely advice is given to all golfers
tto get into Lo form. Final details will be advised later.

fAnd the Cup that cheers (our funds). Last but not least,the Fligh*qs Melbourne Cup
“Sweep is again to be conducted. N.S.W.members will receive tickets with thi: News.

XX X X X X X X ¥ ¥ X X X X X ¥ X XX XXX XX XXXXKX

CORRESPONDENCE sLetters to ths Editor.

from John Dandy,10.Riverside Towers,.St.Mary's Street Bedford,Bedfordshire,England.

Dear Peter,

1 still read with great interest the copies of Squadron News,which are sent on
to me by 5id.Tompsett. Recently,however,I have been sadden-d to learn of the death
of a number of former Squadron members partlcuTGrly Jack Carter and Pop Nation. They
were two Squadron members I remember well

However,on the brighter side,l was particularly pleased to learn from the February
issue that Lofty Trewartha had recovered from the illness renorted in earlier issues,
for he is another persocnality of whom I have pleasant recoll ctions. As one of

the Squadron's §5.P.s I was not in a position to enjoy grest popularity! But Lofty
along with many others accepted us with 2 good grace and as far as I was aware,never
failed to realise we had a job to do and often an unpleasant one.

1 was in Corsica recently but failed to find any record there of the Squadron's
brief association with the Island. 1 was very pleased to find,howver,a year or
two ago,458 Squadron recorded along with many other units in the Anglican Cathedral
in Valetta.

My kindest regards te many old friends.

yours sincerely,

John,
J 000000000000 00O00O0O0CO0O0O0

From Bill Taylor,26,Pirie Street, Adeleide . S.A,,5000.

Dear Peter,

You may remember that I promised to let you have some information about
the Squadron's old stemping grounds,and when we were in Italy we managed to get to
both Foggia and Falconara. We mustn't boast about our time in Foggia because we
merely changed trains,but the railwey station is completely surrounded by huge
blocks of flats--~all & or 7 storeys high. Unfortunately time did not permit
us to seek out the old psper mill.

We made a special trip to Ancona and to Falconara which wes most interesting.
Ancona in common with all touns has 'grown up'---again messes of flats---and it is
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Correspondence. (cont. )

RS . But on reflecti most of it had been
flattensc,sc it is not surprising that it was The harbour,of
course,remaing the samse but the town-=now a ci We stayed the
night at Falconara and uat a t%x; @ut to tnp 1d | racke urrem ;y in the hands of the
italian Army. we g ; llmw us

to enter,but we hadn
cold weleome and we

In due course & Lisutenant
slightly abashed by tug civi
-=8ig.Virgilic Ettore--who ‘ ‘ i i :
to the Guard House 2nd im due course wer en permi r ;; the comman dEL;ﬁ
d!Antonio,to inspect. I . .
allowed to wander about.
&} ¥

t T
?@r an interpreter

interested to know that our old

o

room is now part of
lost the wartime look and is
operations room,a two storey
intg the airfield which is now Y ne an f

were most kind,and did all in their power to help,including i n the OFfficers Mess.

bove Gentlemen,and also
the Postman who tends
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I promised to send 2 copy of our Nsws B
one to Bill Mathews of Holme=on=Spaldin
bur

g Moor.
the graves of the Australian airmen ied in the chu*wbya' The cemetary is cvergrown
except for a small arsa contzining the air force personnel ich is in first class
order . Some rosemzary hedges have been planted,and the ar is planted with lawn and
is cut each weekend. 8111 Mathsws had a brother who 2s *1ed and is one of those
buried at this spot, We took raph all the ﬂugti@E Qraves, We have
not yet sorted the photog forward you the names and details

raphs but in due course I will
f 8 person but they are aer@ﬂlnly Australians,

of the graves, The
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Bill Mathews address is c/Post Office,and he will be very -leased to be imcluded on our
Mail List. Can this be done ?

We endeavoured to contact 458 Flight in London but did not receive any reply to my letter.
After enquiries at the R.A.F.Club,managed to find Alﬁn MeKay,ex B.Flight Commander. His
address is The Cottage,Woodhall Park,Watton-at-5Stone,t ﬁmTand (5id.Thompsett,please note),
He and his wife came to London and we had a very pleasant and entertaining lunch. He
wishes to be remembered toc members of the Squadron,particularly Jeck Dowling and Robin
Knight. 1 promised to have his name put back on our List, Alan is now semi=

retired and looks just the same,except like all of us,he has put on a little weight.

While we were in England,l made it my business to go back to Netheravon,the Station
where 1 did a bit of gliding and here we were allowed to look over the entire field.
It is still an Airfield,but in the hands of the fArmy. We were lucky to sse the
Station in its present condition,as we understand it is due for modernisation. It was
completely unchanged singe 1942, Kind regards,
Bill.
00 00 00 GO 00 00 00 0O 00 0OC 0O OC 00 00 00

From Ron VYerity,26,Charlecott Street,Christchurch,5,New Zealand,

Dear Peter,
If we always managed to get things done on time,l wouldn't be typing this
letter to-day-=it should have been done months ago. Thanks for keeping me on the Mailing
List and I sincerely hope this chegque will make fer some of the unpaid dues which I suspecct
are owing. Although I retired from tsaching some 18 months ago with a desire to visit
Australia,family needs have so fer prevented this from nappening and I am working full time
in a clerical capacitycocoes.o. I continue to read the Sguadron News but have only tenuous
connections with any Sguadron member. There are times when I think how exciting it would
be if crew members could only meet for a reunion;and then one has to remind oneself that
we have probably changed beyond recognition. Imagine 3 Canadiens,a couple of Englishmen
and a New Zealander meeting after almost O years ! But one can dream..
<s for keeping the f llowship of the days of war alive in our ha?rtsoucaﬁega ds to Ernie
Laming and Mel.Priest...We hope to hear if any of the old brigaede are in Christchurch for
the Commonwealth GCames -
Ron.Verity. =
Oux Q=¥ J=x Q=X J=X O=X 0=X 0=X 0 =X 0=X (=X JoxX (J=x J=x J=x g=% 0=x J=x (J=x J=x 0=x



