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COLONEL McKENZIE VISITS AUSTRALI

stralia. 458 Squadron's r¢"' is nowgsas Mr.Brugce R.McKen
' in the Government of the Republzf of Kenyap=-—and the only
7 's Cabinet, In his ministerial capacity he has now paid a
rettakly brief wisit to Australias. He was accompanied by his

EA--‘ a_(.‘lp’@cit

He met Australian and State Ministers

and discussed matters of Agricultural and general Kenyan interest with them. And he

ire that wherever pc

=} sitle he met 458 members. It was a brief visit——one day
Brishane,one night in Sydneyscne in Canberragsone in Melbournesand twe in Perth.

£t was aleo a visit arranged at short notfce.which made the organising of the

inapb
Even
events

functions put on a matter;in the main,of heavy telephoning and,possibly,this meant an

Lty 1o reacth quite a few 458ers who would have wished to meet Bruce and Christina.
» the functions arranged were well attendedgas would be expecteds Accounts of

from State Correspondents follows

(ENZIF IN QUEENSLAND. Report by Jim.Holliday.

Ty Chas.Warren goes the credit of discovering the news of Bruce
McKenzie®s visit to the Sunshine State. Communing with himself after a
satisfying meal on the night of Saturday,November 16th.,probably aided in his
musings with a draught of cool local bottled sunshine,but definitely by reading
the meagre news in the Saturday editien of the Brisbane Telegraph,letter by letter,
{to make the sunshine last longer into the night),Chas.found over en a rear-end
pagesalmost ameng the Classifieds,a small 13™ paragraph that announced
"Mr.Bruce R:McKensie,Minister for Agriculture and Animal Husbandry in the
"Kenya Government would confer with the Queensland Minister for Primary
"Industry and the Minister for Industrial Development,"---on the 19th.November.

Chas-sprang to his full 6 ft.2% " and proceeded to wear his index
finger to the first jeint dialling for help to meet the eminent visitors To no
avail. Who else would be home on a saturday night but Chis.Warren and Jime
Holliday ? And who on a hot 99° Sunday ? Not even Chas.Warren who

headed for the Gold Coast and Lew Johnstom who wasn't heme (by the way,where do
(Gold Coasters go on Sandayg ?) There certainly was no one left in Brisbane to
keep Jimo.Heclliday compan

Monday mcrnlnq@Chas»atazweu early and struck oil in the rig of Erie
LloydsMcLeAc  Before the thermometer climbed to 96° BEric had set the wheels af
government. grinding in iop gear,found that Bruce was due to touch down at
Eagle Farm from Hong Kong and take off for Sydney the same day. The Premier's
Depariment had him booked from customs clearance to ticket check.s No time te
meet wartime friendssat least on arrivalo. Ministers were holding back
interviews from visiting American Coal contractors and Japanese mineral
deve]operf to meet and help the keen Kenyan grain and cattle premoters Then
there- was lunch at the University. More Top Secret conferences behind closed
to. keep the air conditioning in). But...sthe Premier’s Department
that Mr.McKenzie would be at the V.I:.P:Lounge in the Ansett Complex
to meet the boyse
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McKenzie in Queensland (cont,)

Unfortunately,Chas.Richardson was away on a
week’s Shell Jafari;tim Helliday out of town for the day,bBernie (Judge)
McLoughlin on District Court circuit until 12th.December,Jack Lewis tied up
with wool sales,Brle Hetherirgton (a special McKenzie mate) 1,200 miles aways
others on duty out of town or toe far awaye. Lew Johnston couldnt break an
appointment. Still,ChasoWarren,Eric Lloyd and Digger Kelly made ite. First
words "Chas§ You're longer than everl Second words, '"Where's my mate
"Erle Hetheringtom ?"™ A picture in the Courier-Mgil--splendid photo--—
shows all four,glasses in hand,smiling all over their lovely facese

Just a brief 15 minutes to recall the past--down some Queensland
sunshine-~~brief exchanges of news==and Bruce and Christina were winging
thelr way with Ansett-A.N.Ae. to be met in Sydney by N.S.W.Flight at a
Reception whose organisation wore Peter Alexander’s index finger down to
the second joint,

Bruce McKenzie’s missiom ? Jim Holliday arrived home Tuesday
nightat 5.30 peme and left again at 6.50 peme but managed to catch a TV
interview with Bruce McKenzie In which he stated he was in Australia to buy
brains. He wanted top-line Agricultural experts for Kenya and was prepared to
pay well for theme $10,000 to #12,000:---any takers ?

Bruce,1 am asked by many who couldn’t get to the 'drome to areet you
to tender their regrets and apolegies. If we’d known a little earlier
we could have put on a better show. We tru-' vyow understand. We trust also
that your visit to Australia was successful (P.S. M«O.Guthrie sends his
regards)e

Footnotesat Brisbane Alirport,Bruce McKenzie was mistaken for Jimmy
Edwardse

i e

The McKenziess;accompanied by two Commonwealth Public Servants,
from the Prime Minister®’s Department and the Department of Primary
Industry who were with him through his Australian tour,touched down about 5.30
peMe AT 7.45;Peter Alexander called for them at their Hotel and drove with
them to the Air Force Clube. This,because of the short time available,was a
combined functien. between 458 and the Kenya-Australia Society in the McKenzies®
honour. Of the 68 present about two-thirds were 458 ers and their wivese
Among the K.A.Se members were some Kenyan University students studying at the
University of NoSaeWo Incidentally the members of the two organisations
mingled very well and suggestions were even made that they might have other
combined functionse

After a brief opening welcome from the Chairman,Dre.Max Martin,
President of the K.A.S. spoke for that Society and presented Bruce with a
copy of the illustrated boaok "The Australians®. Then Peter Alexander spoke
for 458,recalling Bruce's periad af 458 command and the Squadron's achievements
at that time. He said they then acquired and still had a great admiration
and affection for hime. They had followed his remarkable career in Kenyan
Govermment. in which he had helped President Kenyatta to make Kenya the best led
country in Africa. He asked Bruce to accept a 458 Walll Plaques The
State Premier of N.S.W. was officially represented by Liberal M.L.A. Dick
Healey (a 458 member) who next welcomed the McKenzies for the No.S.W.Governments
Claude Vautin,State President of the Air Force Association,then made Bruce an
Honorary member of the Air Force Associatione

At this point the caterers served a Buffet dinner--—-Crayfish
mayonnaise being the chief iteme There was,of course,throughout all this
no shortage of bar services
The 458ers present at the dinner included:

Wally Baird Ralph Bailey Harry and Nita Baines Kemp and Joan Beach

Don. and BevoBitmead Bob and Betty Bruce,Dick Cook Graeme and Dulcie Coombes
Fred and Mrs.Copley Bruce and Linda Dean John and Mrs.Dunn

Bick and Doreen Healey,Cy and Elaine Irwin Arthur and Mrse.Jollow
Stan and MrseLonghurst Alan Piggott Barry and Mrs.Menser

Bob» and Pat Millar Eric and Dorothy Munkman: Norm and Mrs.Peachey
Peter and Rita Alexander Bert and Mrs.Thompson George and Peg Unitt

Dick Watsom Cece.Nation Chas Ruthven Stuart Ricketts

After dinnew,Bruce McKenzie replied to what had been said by K.A-S.
and 458 speakers. After referring to 458 at Protville and Adjutant
Wally Baird's exploits thereyshe said he thought 458 had had a spirit of its own
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which: it had had in the war years and which had continued to be with it=-and
which was still remembered by great variety of people in various parts of the
worlde Though,he saidy,he was not sentimentalshe had been very nearly made so
by what had been sald earliers Abcut Kenya,he said the country wanted
Agricultural and Animal Husbandry experts from Australia. He also said that
the Kenya~Australia Society was known to and valued by members of the Kenyan
Cabineta Following Bruce's speechgat his suggestion,Wally
Baird was called on and spoke briefly in the spirit of what had been said
before,

Bruce and Christina then met and talked to
everyone presente They returned to their hotel approaching midnight.

e o o S

“ROM CANBERRA TO MELBOURNE:

In both the Naticnal Capital Canberra and in Melbourne,Bruce had many
official discussions and short time and no full scale 458 functions were
possible.  However in Canberra,458 member Col.Fereday had charge of the
arrangements and he and some K.A.S. members joined the McKenzies for
drinks for the kest part of an hour during the evening of the following dayo

Senicr representatives of 458 in the persons of Squadron President Harry
Ashworth Flight President Ron Russell and Secretary Bill Carr met the
McKenzies at their hotelprepresenting the Squadron in Victoriagin Melbourne.

AND IN THE GOLDEN WEST -

(Ed.~~ There is a glowing warmth about the people of Western Australia as all

{ who have attended 458 All-States Reunions there knowse Their ~ntertainment of
( the McKenzies was well up to standard. A proposed visit t. Esperance to see
( ~-300 miles from Perth---extensive land development under the high~pressure

( tecniques of American investors as a matter o. interest to Bruce was nott

{ pursued by him and the 458 Barbecue was his only W.A. engagementsas followss )

This washeld in the garden of Flight President Bill Clues home at
Fivervale and great credit goes to him and Flight Secretary Henry Ethertom
anhd their wives.Joan and Veras The grounds were set out in cabaret style
with a magnificent supper;'you name ii,we’ve got it" so far as drinks were
concerned,and the whole surrounds set cut in coloured lights. The Squadron
Banner was on prominent display as also was a large scale model of the
Wellington G. for George on the GEREREUCEIGE GF which Henry Etherton has spent
many painstaking months. Ourside the house on the nature strip between the road
and the footpath was a prominent signgbeing a replica of the sign on the road
leading to the Squadron's Base at Protvilie in Tunisia "McKenzie's Air Force"
with @ large finger pointing in the general direction of the scene of the
evenings entertainmente

At approximately 815 peme Bruce and Christina duly arrived in a
Commonwealth car attended by two officers from the Prime Minister’s DPepts
i Canberra. Whether ¢r not they were Security Officers we don't know but they
wer mosh entertaining and goed mixers. 1f they were Security Officers their job
was cinch becguse agpart from the frailties of human nature in the form of liquid
refreshment there was no chance of anything likely to happen to the Colonel and his
Ladys,as he was surrounded by members of his old unit who took good care of hime

The general opinion was that apart from putting on some weight Bruce had
changed very little over the years and still had a remarkable memory for names and
faces,

During the evening Bruce and Christina were formally welcomed by our
President on behalf of the local Flight and Christina was presented with a Koala
Bearya small marquesite brooch in the form of RcA.AsFowings complete with crown,
and a small polished opal,this being a personal gift from Henry Ethertom's son
David who had spent many hours in preparing and polishing it.

Christina appeared very mowved by the small tokens she had receivedo

In reply to the formal welcome Bruce spoke at length. His speech has been
recorded on tape and will becirculated to all Flights in due course. Although his
car arrived on :schedule at. 11,0 pemo it was not till 12.2Q0 that they left to
return to the Adelphi Hotelo In passing,it was noted that the sign was
acquired by Bruce and taken with him back to Kenyao. The success of the
evening mist be credited to the magnificent work done by Joan and Bill Clues
and Henry and Vera Ethertom and the WoA.Flight is truly endebted to thems

Theres was a gead roll up and with the exception of Joy Wheat and Ethel
Baker whe could not be presen®,the ladies turned out in force. Those members
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In_the Golden West (conc.)

weres
Sid.Baker Rube Chessell Bill Clues Ben Cormack
Hugh Crocker Tim Dale Henry Etherton ChaseDavis
Rom Gannaway Ted Jeweil Gordom Jones Jim Palmer
Peter Power Len Stewart Al.Wheat "Trike"Wheeler.

Apologies from six or seven chapsyincluding Stan Long who Is in hospitale

Everybody thoroughly enjoyed the eveninge The ladies were most
impressed with Bruce who has lost none of his fatal charm but although the years
have mellowed them somewhat all the chaps couldn’t keep their eyes off
Christina who is a lovely lady who endeared herself to all presente

e

And Bruce and Christinag left Guildferd airport next (Sunday) morning
and some of the chaps were there * see them off. Like all Bruce
McKenzies doings 458 will remembe this fiying wisit in their conversation in
years to comee The organisers probably all felt as though a comed was passing
bye But this was what they felt on 458 and remember as a legend. They all
hope the comet will come back soon,so that those 458ers who missed out this time
will have another chancegparticularly in South: Australia and Tasmaniae

s

CROWEATERS "“COMMENT ARY o

from Lofty Frewartha,60.California Streets
Nailsworth,S.Aust,5083,

[ wince when I think of that well worn pun abouth :the sunshine State of the
South and then think of the past six months er seo as we have only just
finished nailing back our roofs and [ am not sureyet if the time is ripe to
pack away my electric blanket. No shortage of water here and the reservoirs
at the fulls This State now faces the possibility of having a 100% Bush fire
hazard en hand at all times for the next four months as even the weeds in my back
yard zre about six feel highs

Personalities.

Arrm.Scholars 1s now owt of hospital where he
spent aeverai weeks at Repatofor a nose complaintg

Pat and Joy Enright have been working hard en their
lovely old property at Robe where,according to Jack Riseley whe recently spent a
tew days down there,the property -nd beautiful old home have tw be seen to be
properly appreciateds Bill and Madge Taylor recently an the Sick List are,
accerding to my informanty,both back again hale and heartys

Flash Thomas has just arrived back from a ‘Round the
"Worid Jaunt for the people whe provide his bread and butter'-—according to a
Press Statement Flaqh gave it is becamlng increasingly more difficult these days
ab.adhere to one's itinerary owinc to 'he fact that the trains,planes and whatt
have youw are bursting at the seams with peasants. Gad,sirynext thing we'll
kncw is that they will all be staying at the Savoye.

Kem Russell currently reported to be in Japan on
tusiness trip for Ris “irm,Adelaide Steamship Coep

Mario.Frewarthg still on Lofty's back

All-States Reunions1969,

The Committee formed to arrange details
for the forthecoming Reunion and Convention in 1969 will meet shortly to
review progress. Notices will be sent out advising where and when and it is
hoped all systems will be goe

Marjeand I would like to wish all 458ers good health: and a
Happy Xmase

BRITISH BULLETIN. Note from Sid Thompsetts;119.George Lane Lewisham,
Londony, SoEc13,

Not much has happened at all since my last report. I was hoping to
say I had met Flash: Thomas but allas,the night I arranged to meet him we were about
ten yards apar® but didn’t know fte But T did manage te speak to him twice on the
phone and enjoved a goad natter. But it wowld have been better over a drink.

) T have not had aletter rom a member for some months nowe I do
kKeep in towch with Harry Bishop on the phone but it would be nice to hear the latest
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British Bulletin (cont.)

news (if any)c Winter is now upon us once again:long
dark nights--=and now mornings as well. 1 am keeping my fingers crossed the elements

are kind to us this year,
By the time you receive this and print it,it will be near

Christmasysc can I wish you all a very happy Christmas and a peaceful and prosperous

1969.
Cheerio for now,
Side

.

Q.FLIGHT NEWS- from Jim-Hollidav,42.5%tella Street,Holland Park,
Queensland,.4121.

Annual Battle for Office over.

The Annual Meeting has been and gone
and the whole team of former officials have been re-elected==-unanimously.
Not a dissentient voiced A compliment indeed to th» very good work of Chaso
Richardsonsnow our President for four years in successione

Qur finahces have weathered many storms but never have we be-n broke
or failed to weigh in. The pockets af the Committee are sewn up immediately on
arrival at meetings. Hence the grewing fighting funds for the alorious 8the
June, 1970, the Jubilee Reunion at the Cold Coast- You'll be hearing more
and more of the Jubilee Reunion throughout 1969, We would strongly advise 458ers.
from all corners of the Continent==~in fact the Globe-=to plan their holidays for
5theoJune 1970 and enjoy a second honeymoon on the Queensland Gold Coast. Don't
forget! The sun is brighter,the beer more thirst-quenching (not to say better)
the girls bikinis are briefer and the entertainers more entertaining--on the
Gold Coastgparticularly about the Fifth June 1970,

After th@ Blurb 005

We had to put the blurb in first because we want to
thank the participators in our Melbourne Cup Sweep. Uon by a friend of Chas:
Richardsongsecond by a relation-in-law of Jack Lewis and third by a friend of
Harry Dorges Thanks everyone. The best result ever:

cs:<The Bonus:

Melbourne Cup Sweeps bring us in a special bounus
in that we hear from many of our members by letter and by phone. We may yet
call it our Raffle Round-up- Here’s some »f the news,

Jim Plunkett has received his Gold Badge "rom the Returned Servicemen's
Leaguesas a Life Member,at Cairns. A good worker for both the R.S.L. and the
Air Force Assoclation "Plunk"™ has been a prominent member of ex=-servicemen
since the War and thoroughly deserves the honour.

Eglqﬁg;lgggis back on his feet,though he has a day or two now and then at
the Greenslopes Repatriation Hospitale Still as cheerful as ever--and an
inveterate M.C.S.Ticket-taker.

George Connorg---a Shell stalwart.fit,wellsand going well on Shell.

Alan Atherton,now at Ernestina Plains,Oorindi,via Cloncurry says he's
flat out at the new locatiam. Chas.Warren who knows the area says this part of
the back country is a gold mine for Alan.

Sel (Massa) Foote Says he's running late with "the Butts’. OId Master
Fleet=of=foot,the National Champion twice over must still be running well. He
didn’t miss the post clearancec

Big Jack Hobbs is still looking after the lines of communication
around Cooroy way. The pitch is so good they' simply can’t bowl him outs

Erle “etherington writes to Chas.Warren "1f I send It to Jim,he might
not go home to collect ite. If it were a big barramundi I would! Erle has
got tired of his old homestead and moved to a more luxurious mansion. We sus=
pect i1ts a few steps nearer the Club. Erle’s about to become a grandfather
and apoarently suffers the usual grandfather's pains and is feeding off finger
nails.

"Danny " _Dangaar =ends special greetings to Jack Lewis,Chas.Warren and
a lot of cthers. Sayz he's 'Fit and well and enjoying life’ He's had the
pleasure of seeing Laurie Crowley,Jack Dew;Erle Hetherington and families on a
recent Sunday' aboard Laurie's boat,the "Coral Queen™ Just the same good blokes
Junior O'Brien from Beaudesert sends regards to alle
Stan Parker marked his tickets with the address Magnetic Avenue,
Rainbow Bay;Magnetic Island!{ Strange place to grow sugarcane,
Bunny Byrne has been reported at an Esso garage at Riverview,Goodna.




Q.Flight (concle)

AIf Peake sent along his contributiom but we seem to have mislaid his
comments. Sor—rysAlfs
Others are Jack Baxter, Jack Dew.Tim McQuaid,Theo.Ravenscroft,Frank Wilks,
Cliff.Mannion,Bob Male and Bob.Helyar.Bernie Hughes, Harry Dorge (who recently
phoned to ask "Any Do's on ? We've got a baby-sitter now and can go out mores"™ )
Three siblings nowe Bill Ernst,lew Johnston and Gordon Postle,
Lloyds of Gaythorne-
Eric Lloyd is deeply interested in the new
Gaythorne R.S.L.Club and has taken on the job of Secretarye
And a laugh for the lasté Yours truly came home from a 50 and
over Golf Do,woke up in the middle of the nighti;wandered round,had a blackout
and broke a couple of ribs in a most awkward and confined space. That's a
better effort than sliding off the deck of Jack Baxter's Prawner into 40 feet
of waters

VICTORIAN VIEWPOINT . from Harry AshworthsBox 49,Prahran,Vic»318l.

We stward Hos

V¥ic.Flight has booked a carriage onm the Overlander to
Adelaide for the next All-States Reunion. Garriage accomodates 20 people in I0
twinette cabinge 1f any Northern States members wish to join Vico.Flight at
Melbourne and travel by train with us.please notify Bill Carr as v can add to the
number if we know before the end oi February. Cost return.Melb.to Adelaide is S24-60.
per each,which includes breakfast on each journeye As quite a number of Vico.Flight
officials will be in Adelaide next Anzac Day there will be no Reunion after the Marche
Instead there will be an evening Reunion at the Melbourne Bowling Club. Date will be
advisede After the Marcho

Also,tn any member who marches for ViceFlight,

they wil' all be meeting at the Bowling Club after the March instead of at the usual
spot im Prahrame

Personal Parse
Biil Bailey is now living at CnreOrca and Voltans

Streetas Mto.Eliza.,Vice Gordom Wise 1s now at 20,Palmerston StoesMaryboraughi,
Vice where he and his wife have a mixed businesse.

Christmas in Melbourneo

VicoFlight are having a Christmas Party at
Don.Johnson'’s on Sunday afternoon December 8the Also,for the lst.Trots Night
in November we expect to get rid of 280 ticketso
Christmas greetings from myself to 11 our members and familieso

(Ede All 458ers will heartily reciprocate the Squadron President Harry Ashworth's
(Christmas Good wishes.)

CORNSTALK CALL.- from Cyvo.lrwin,61,Park Avenue,AshfieldsNoScWes2131o

{t's a true saying that it never rains but it pourse.
Our last Flight report mentioned the quiet time No.S.W.members we-e havings
This certainly came to an end with the turning of the calendar to September.
Successive functions have beens==
Squadron Picnice

Sunday ;September Ist. Held at Warwick Farm Rececourse.
A family picnic day,now well known to Sydney memberse. The day was fine and
Squadron members,wives and families enjoyed a day in the sunshine with a
barbecue lunch,an ale or two,and the usual attrictions for the kiddiese

President’s Cup Golf Days
Sunday’ 15th.Septembero Held at Parklea Golf Club,

in the Blacktown—Baulkham Hills areas A field of 16 golfers attended the
courses At the end of the day it was generally voted that the day should have
been called"Stuart Ricketts Day™. Stuart won the President's Cup,the
nearest to the Pin Prize,and the drinking competition. He was a popular
winner in all three. Runner-up in the President's Cup was Cy.Irwin. In
the Teams® Match 458 was able to narrowly defeat the Armidale Old Boys team
and win back from them the famous "Pot".
The Air Force Ball.

Friday; 20th.September. A Squadron Party attended the Ball,
which was held at the Trocaders during Air Force Weeks  Members who attended,
with their wives,were Kemp BeachyRon Hills,Eric Munkman and Cy.Irwin. We were
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Cornstalk Call (conts}
pleased to have,as a guest at our table,Dianne Athertom,
daughter of "Snowy"™ Atherton of Q.Flighigpartnered by Ron.Munkman. Peter and
Rita Alexander attended the Balli in the Official Party.
The Melkbourne Cup Sweeg.

First prize went to Lee McCullagh (g60)

Second uﬁo*ga Bradd (%30)
Third 11 Hull (810)

Congratulat.ons t the winners and through th€§e pages the thanks of the COmmittee
to those who assisted by selling and returning bookse The 3 books sold returned
approximately S%W for Flight fundse

200th s Anniversary Dinnere

An evening to celebrate the holding of the 200th.

of the Flight Committee of N.SoW. was held at the Air Force Club on Friday
25th.0ctobers Approximately 50 Squadron members and wives attended. We had along
as guests Claude VautingState President of the Air Force Association and his wife,
Janie.  Many nlce words were saidethe successive Flight Presidents--~Ralph Bailey,
Pete Campbell,Alan Piggott,Peter Alexander,Sam Barlow,Boly Bruce,Stuart Ricketts,

and Jobn Hoskinaseach took a bow and the evening was voted by all a very happy one.
A presentation was made to the Air Force Club of a photograph of the Squadron at
Protyille and a coloured picture (done by Sydney photographer Bob Wingfield) of a
haoXIl‘ Neilingtun i flight over the Suez Canale. TFhe photographer has ‘dubbed” the

meeting

Ehen nq for Bruce McKenzieo

For some time we had been awalting a visit from Bruce
McKenzies Briice and his wife arrived for a one nigh. sfay -nly in Sydney on
Tuesday, i9th.Nowembers An evening at the Air Force Club enshled Sguadron members and
their wives to meet Bruce once again. Als present were members of the Kenya-
Australia Sccietys I feel that our Editor will do more justice to a descriptich
of this evening elsewhere in this izsues

The Sick Liste

We: are sorry to I crt,that.Fred Strom was operated

on at the Hornsby Hospital recently with Gall bladder trouble. Fred has had a
nasty time of It but now over the "Ope’ we wish him a full recoverys ALfo
Hammond has been 111 recently. Members willl wish him a quick recoverys

Sympathy to Frank and Thelmg Ward.

The Squadron expresses sympathy
e Frank and Thelma Ward in the loss of their daughter recentlye

Congratulations to Frank Hickeyo
To Frank,on his marriage,458°s

best wishes for happiness.

SANDGROPERS SAY o oo from Henry Etherton,1%.Chaffers StogMoriey,WeAe

YShorty™ in Hospitale

Stan "Shorty" Long is in hespital (with
Diverticulitis)e We wish him a speedy Tecoverye (Eds Stan's address for
thise wishing to write is I1.Edward Street,Cottesloe,6011).

nglszance Par?xc

Vera and | set out the other 8unday to try to

dig up sceme of the cid boyss Six homes visited.,none of the boys home. However,
we did get the drop an some of themo Vera got in touch with Pops Grigsby's wife
and we hope to see them in the near futuree Pop was the Best Man at our
weddings  The Grigsbys are now living at Dianella.so hope ta see them soon.

We have heard it ‘on good avthority® that "Butch® and Amy Power have
bought a home in Geraldton and will be retiring there. Hope the 'Southerlies’
are not too much for thems

Ihe Third Generatione

Wera and T have beceme Grandpop and Grandma for
the second *imP‘Pﬂ the 28theMay when our daughter had a daughters
Air Force Ceremonyo

v s = Aottt

Bill and Joan Clues attended the Wreath-laying
Ceremony at Air Force House during Alir Ferce Week while Vera and T attended the
“At Home"™ given by the State President of the Air Force Association. It was a
qeod show and we met a lot of people we did not know previcusly. We alse went
te Pearce: RoAcAcFoBase for the Commemcrations We zaw the Macchi trainer,and the
Vampireythough old,did a good joke
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Sandgropers Say (conte)
Scale Wellingtons

1 don't think I mentioned it before
but 1 have just completed a scale model of the Wellington aircraft,complete with
the mensand even the ammuniticn belts. It has a wing span of nearly three feet
and 1s exact to scaleseven to the men in Lte Ft has taken me twelve months of
spare time to build and 1 am very proud of It nowe

And so,Cheerim and a very happy Christmas to all the
Four Fifty Eightse

Henrye

bt e i -

PERSONAL NEWS.

The gathering of personal news is at the heart of the value of

the Squadron News to 458ers. We must congratulate Victorianm Flight Secretary Bill
Carr om arranging a syshem for collecting news on a special form. We have

received some for publication in g future issue. Please,will Members keep their
news items and letters coming ine

458 SQUADRON NEWS WISHES ALLREADERS AVERY

HAPPY CHRISTMAS ANDNEWYEAR.

CORRESPONDENCE:Letters to the Editors

Erom Jack Carter,"Strathbry®.Katunoa,Victoria, 3640,

Dear Peter,

Recently returned from a visit to the UcKs.yI am reminded by the
reports of the Lewisham floods that that is where Sid Thompsett lives and that he
has asked me to convey his regards to the members in Australia. I hasten to do
w,regretting that T did net contact the members while I was over thereo

A earlier return than expected upset my plans a bite Blame those icy
fingers that reached up my back every time a cloud came over the sun,and my lack of
desire to leave my bones in the land of my ancestorse

1 enclose a ccouple of news cuttings which might interest you.

(Ede Jack encleoses,te our great interestycovering a new posting,and a double
enlistment in the R.A<AF. The posting is that of Wing Commander John Carter,
Jack’s sonpyas C.Qo of Base SquadromsR.AcAcFe.Station,Edinburgh,South: Australia.
He has recently come from service in Vietnam,where he commanded the RcA.A.F.Base
Support Flight at Vung Tau for 10 monthses He was a WeW.IT pilot and has the Air
Forze Crosse He served for six years with 34 Squadrom flying Ve.I.P.aircraft.

The enlistment is of W/Cdr<Carter's twin sons,Michael and Simon,as
Engineering apprentices in the ReA-A.F. A third son,Nicholas,talks of joining the
R.A./.Fo when old enoughe The boys are third genergtiom ReoAcAcFo On both sides)

Incidentally,] believe my grandsons are the first third generation (both
sides) members of the ReAcAoFe Young Nicholassaged 8yis even more °clued up’
than the boys mentioned by Lofty Trewartha in the last Newss Fe has decided he is
golng to muster as a Wing Commander-~iike Bade Could you arrange to send John
the Squadron News and enrol him as an Honorary Member (Ed:-mSonFlightspleaSe) ?

Alsc 1 should like to rejoin the Air Forces Assoclation,will you let me know
what I am up forsplease3 (Ed. $3-00 for 1969~-ns arrears)

Regards,
Jack Cartere

THE EDITOR (Peter Alexander] Box 528%5GoPs0esSydney,NeSoWey, 2001,
Australia.

STOP PRESS: A report on the recent Federal Conference of the Air Force Assngliat-
iomswlth some quite far reaching decisionsswill be included in the next Issues



