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Box 5380,G.Py0. ,Sydney,N. S, W, , Australia,
' November, 1958.

ARCHDEACON DAVIES UNVEILS 458 PLAQUE.  BRILLIART ADFLATDE CEREMONY.

" Padre Bob Davies,fir Force Chaplain to the Meoiterranean Area during the War,
yno is now Jnglican urCthdCOH of Wagga Wagga in New South Wales,flew to Adelaide to unveil
@ 458 Squadron Plague on Scptember 2Ist.
. The Plgque commemorates the Squadron's War Dead and is plaCcd near n 458
Mezaorial Pree,planted at Adelaide's West: Beach Airport.
‘ : Long Preparations,

»Arxungcmentq for the Plaque and Tree were carefully planned
v the South Australlan Flight for nearly a year and the success of the Ceremony corresponded
tu the thoroughness of the work done. . Originally it was irtended to erect the Plaque at
wsqburgh Lirfield but later it was decided to erect .it at Wast Beach Airport where the
geaoral Public could see it - (Edinburgh Airfield having Security restrictions).

,_ﬂ__________m___ﬂz
Civil Aviation Hel The Department of Civil Aviztion, which controls West
Bﬂgca A rport strongly apprOVcd ‘and supported the idea and made avallablo an excellent site.

The Department hopes other Squadrons will also plant Memorial Trees there. The Tree planted
by 4)8 Sguadron is a Paperbark.. - ’ -

The Cerenony.

Ovor 200 pecple attended the unveiling ceremony by Padre Bob

Dovicsywhich todk place at IT.0 a.h. on Sunday September 2Ist. The Mayor of Brighton
spoke on Lehalf of the Visitors,who included ropresentatives of the Returned Soldiers League,
the Public Scrvice,other Squalrons,and relatives of the Fallen. After Bob Davies had
sopoken,he unveiled the Plgque in nemory of the War Fallen of 458 Squadron. Press

pictures, which gove a full coverage,shew the Palre withicawing the 458 Squadron Banmer
fron the Plaquu,w1th the assistance of antAdelaide Padre, Padre H.E.Shepherd and - the support
of S.AJPresident Lofty Trowartha. .

Bob Davies pointed out the selection of & he placc for the Tree and Pldque,
adjacent to the beautiful hangar hcusing the planc in which Ross and Keith Smith nade the.
first flight between England and fustralin,was sisnificant of & correlation of courage
and intrepidity. ’ '

Ron Badzger's work,

_ SelieFlight officers corrented afferwards that the success
£ the arrangements was in a great neasure due to Comiittecman Ron Badger. They said that
va had gone to great pains in selecting a Tree,arranging for the Plgque to be made for the

cerent foundations to be constructedl anl contacting those interested.
The site sclected is a beautiful one and the Dcpartnent of Civil Aviation will
alwoys care Tor the Trée and the surrcunding lawns.

‘ On his leng Flight. fron Wagga through Sydney,Bob Davies met 458ers in Sydney
both ooing and returning and they were able to exchange wartime nenories and recent news.
Those nerbers afterwards expressed the greatest enthusiasm and pleasure at neeting Bob again.

Other Squadron Trees.

458 Menorial Trees have previocusly been planted at
Richmond hcrodrone in WeSeW.,. Anberléy” ' aerodrome in Queensland,and ot Holme-on-Spalding
Hoor Acrcdrone in En~land. It is known that the Victorian anl Western Australian Flights
have plans for Menorial Trees ir tkiir States.

iJﬁoTnTuS REUNION BRISBAN“ ANZAC WCernd I959. Pleasc let us know you're coming..
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0. FLIGHT NEWS. from ) Jim Holliday,
(43,Stella St,Holland Park
: Brisbane.)
The attendance at our Anmual Meceting was the best for some years,probably due to our
*;}reszerring it from the colds and sniffles season of August to the spring weather of
suptembers Despite this we received six apologiese The country members were in fair force.
dric (Dicky) Bird came down from Cootharaba snd 2s usual we had Bob Coles of Toowoomba and
Bornie Hughes from @ V'llb-
Zlections,

’ The Meetmg elected Lew (Johnhno) Johnston as 1ts new President. Yours
truly ig still Secretary. The retiring Ccmmittee was re-elected. Unfortunately we have
ost one of cur oldest committeemembers in Ron Russell,who has been transferred to Melbourne

by his flrm,Ampol to be i/c Training for Australia. All Q.Flight wish him well,but regret
te Lo losing hin.

j__S_gg_a:____dm.J chnne Johnston has been responsible for contacting = member of Noe3 Squadron
whe is endeavouring to dig up nmeobers of his Squadron in Queensland with the view of fcrming
-n Associaticn. To further this,Johmno and myself attended a Barbecue-cun~meeting at the
houe of Geoff.Chinchenjwhich wns a2 nost enjoyable evening.

Bernie McLoughlin presents o Crest.

QeFlight has also been honoured by its Committee-
sombor Bernie McLoughlingwith his presentation of a Squadron Crest,which is to be placed with

Juc ceremony in the United Service Club on the evening of Wednesday,I2th.November., . This

plagque was obtained by Bernie from London,mounted on good solid English Osk, It is a
magnificent piece of work and will do Jjustice as a wall decoration in any membor's home.  Should
anyone dcsire to obtain a replica,would they please contact Q.Flight through the Editor,

Battle of Britaln “On Monday,8th.Septcmber,the Squadron agein participated in the

"attle of Britain"Ceremony. Clive Wymam 1ald the w-reath 31: the Shrine.
’I‘he Cup Competition.

: Cur Melbourne Cup Cgmpetltlm was again a modest ouccess due mainly
to the efforts of the Agsociate members. "Baystone" was drawn by Cliff,Mannion; "Monte
Carlo" by Dolores Garland; and "Red Pine" by MreW.Gough,friend cf one of our Assoc:.att,
nemberse  Apart fron the monetary mgle Q Flight welcomes the opportunity’ to conduct the
Holbourne Cup Sweep as it brings us in contact with so many of our country merbers. We have
had letters from pracsically all those outside the Metropolitan area,including Cyril Webb,
Jim Browne,Jackie Dew,Tim McQuaid,Theo Ravenuc,roft Bob Dangaard Bob Male,uelwyn (Massa) Foote ’
Kenny \/u.hlll and Ray McDougall. '

Chrlstmas COMESeee

Our Christmas Do is set down for S‘a‘turday 22nd.November. It is

usu,llymther hot about this tlme but we intend to have .as many devices as po 1b1e to cool

the customers,including,of course, cordiale '
The All-S’cqtes Reunione

: Our Cor«ruttoe is working at present in collaboration with
the Ladies Auxiliary on & prograrme of entertainment for the All-States Reunion in Brisbane
next Anzac Daye It is Gentanary Yesr in Queensland inm I959,and Q.Flight hopes to
noke its Reunion worthy of the occasions We are plamning for a record number of visitors.
In fact,if we do get a lot of interstate unembers,we will probably extend the progromme. Our
slogan,for people in other States,is “"Make Anzac Duy,1959,ycur holiday in Queecnsland."
Gordon Postle has already arranged for Ist.Class hotel' accomodation at 37/6de.per day. - We
aTe also amcing our members to write to mates in other States and offer them hospitality in

vheir homes. Please let us have your bookings early. This tentatively, is the
programnes o : ‘

Thursday April 23rde , 1959, Afternoon: Interutate and Country Membcrs

: ¢ ‘ arrive; ,
o Evening: Welcoming Dance‘ :
- Friday April 24th. " Afternoon: Anzac Cup Golf Competltlon'
Evening: Private entertalnment'
Saturday April 25the . 5¢0 A.Me * Dawn Parade;

10,0 A.M. Squadron Conference (Visiting
* : *  lLadies entertained);
. 2430 PoM.  The March;
3430 PuMi  All-States Reunionj

, : 660 PoMe Private entertainment;

Sunday Lpril 26the I0.0 A.HM. Start for Beachnont--lunch

k o o : arranged. by Lew Johnston and Jin
‘Baxter;

The Westc,rn Australia Cup Race;
'\.fternoon' Proceed Gold GCoast and Surfy
6.0sP.Ms Barbecue at Johnno's Residences
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THE HISTORY FUND==--~HOW WE'RE GOING. GRAND TARGET-we=£ 735,
NeSeWe Sehe VICTORIA, QUERNSIAND, UsKe W.A.
~ Previously
' acl«:nowlk,dged. ,
~=AdveSubs,  228-17-0 £7-10-0  _Io-Io=0 &3 =0 % =D
Subs.@ 30/~ C.Nation ‘I.Showell B.Whoatley  J.Elliott
‘ J.Ind : I.Showell GeMercdith B.McLoughlin
ReBailey B.Taylor J«Ramsay - Be.McLoughlin .
GeWright B«Taylor L.Boyer " B.McLoughlin
APiggott Ge Esau ReRedpath B.McLoughlin
JeWhittem - B.Ravenscroft W.Flentje. B.McLoughlin
BeMenser A.Scholar CePercy B.HcLoughlin
N.Walker N.Trewartha  A.Green CoWobb
A McGregor ReBadger ' K.Campbell
AKerry T.Phillis CoWyman
G.Balner D,Conway C.Warren -
L.E.Campbell E.Kelly LeMacDonnell
F.Wilson NMrseCox E.Hetherington
B.Crawford J.East D.Bird
Je.Fenwick H.Qliver B.Male
H.Baines J«Sheerlock A Taylor
F,Hickey E.Baker B.Coles
M.Hargraves  B.Thomas BeSnowden
D.Holland Re+Angove ‘K.Cahill
o J.Bax B.Garland
C.Bowley J.Dew
N.Bertram JeBrowne
Ne.Bertranm . .DeBrandon
CsMichell T.McQuaid
Ce.Hutchinson Ge.Postle
LeLetcher ' CeWarren -
: .Se<Foote
- LeLe Johnston
-LeLe.Johnston
. LeLesJohnston
L. L.Johnston
- ReDangaard
- ReMcDougall
Total Subs
' to date  £57- 0-0 © B4h=10=0 £22-10-0 £58-10~0 . 86 0-0
Flight
Committee
Advances 375~ 0-0 : . £25e 0-0
Special ‘ .
Functions 59- 0-0 !
RECEIPTS £491-~ 0-0 © £46-10=0 . J £22-10-0 £58~I0-0 = £25- 0-0 £ 6~ 0-0
TARGET = £425- 0-0 £50- 0-0 ? £I00~ 0-0 285~ 0~0 £25- 0-0 £50- X0
’ H
TARG}-IT . £135- 00
RECEIPIS 10 2649-10-0
DATE ‘
Sumnarye Not bad,but some way to go yct. We ask members to continue to send

their advance sub, dcpos:.ts for the History to their Flight Sccretary,who will send it on to
the History Committee. Our sincere thanks to those who have already helped us by advancing
their subs.. We are pressing on and have approved an Artist's Rough of the Bust Cover,
based’ generally on the Competition winning design. We_have a Foreword from Air Marshal
Sir Gboffrey Tuttle,who was Group Captaln when 458 was at Protville,and is now Deputy Chief
3 troduction from Wf3dreLeL.Johmston,our 2nd.C.0.
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THE VICTO..AN VOICE, - from Lisle Wurr
) (3,Cowderoy S‘t.,S‘tK:lea)

I'¥e come tothe conclusion that nothing £66d 67 bad is happening to anyone in

A.Q..F;‘,—L‘o'ht T v wr g v s daa
bt e iad Tison itravdtidg: ,ﬁ:nb@ms’seate tan, busa,n»qs and Laccq:gdmglx very

busy.

We have becn planning a Committee meeting to arrange a "Do" before Chrisffaas,
probatly a Dinner Dance so that we can have the women,of whom we have seen sq little this
years

Starters for the Brisbane All-States Reunion that I know of are Arthur Green,
Bill Garr,Hark Merbin,Bluey Eirth,Jim Munday ond Bob I"IcKlnna and will no doubt include

“heir womenfolks may got a few more at the Committec meeting.,
Mick Mather ';.nd I rub ¢ hoalders nedrly every Frld‘iy night at 'the South Melbourne
Markct. Cn odd OC(,tlglonS Mick seems to float along a few feet off the deck.

For the past six months 1 hawe hecn teaching Rl’lgr'm’c clagses two nights a week,
and have found the work very intercsting. Now I have a. school of my own for teaching
these New Auotrallans with another teacher to take ny second group. If all goes to
expectation I hope to be able to sstablish four groups .at this school within a month.
However I might be going t0 Malaya with the R.A:A.F. in a tcachlng post at Penang or
Butterworth. It's not certain but it would be 4 grea ‘t e¢xperience for Pat and the
Luys and would give me the chance to learn Mala_y. L

Reverting to Migrant classes,tuc show is run by the Gommonwealth who pay the
Victorian Education Department,who pay the teachers. Quzt\, good pay f‘or the Teachers,and
as far as the Migrant is concerned,it costs then no’chlng and they can at’cend classes on
four nizhts a weck. ' ‘

Best wishes to alla :

CORNSTALY COMMENTARY o by Bob Bruce

(MtoWilga,Manor Rd.,
Hornsby,N.S. 7. )

* The Sguadron Guossmg Conmpetition resulted in o p*:::f:n‘able addition to swell a
very depleted Brm’* balancue - . It was very nice %o ‘see popular CeceNation carry off
Ist.Prize. Congratulations,Cecile  2nd.Prize went to Mrs.E.Davies of Laketiba,and 3rd
prize to Mr.Alf.Parker of Rydalmere,who are friends ‘of Squadron members. To those

who sold tickets,and assisted in the nmq:mg of the Competition,and the ultimate drawing,
we say & very big "Thank You® |-
A Hl.;borv Eveninge |

*

On Saturdey the Ist.of November,Kemp and Joan Beach were hosts
at a Games Zvening ot their ‘home to assist the raising of funds for the publishing of the
Squadron History. " The cvening was a terrific success,both socially and financially.

Some £59 was raised. 7 Among “Sguadron members,lodics,and their friends present were
noted N.Z.W.President Sam Barlov.CGracme and Dulcie Coombes and family,Peter Alexander,
Tric and Dordthy Munkman,Alf.and Enid Hammcnd, Dougsand Thanar Bennett and family,Doug. .
and Flmo Haigh,Cyril Irwin,Yvonrie Crozpton,Bob and B{U;J Bmce Bill and Jean Cotton,Fred.
<¥ 8tpéi, Stuart and Iris Ricketts,Mick Hallahan, and severu. frla,nds of Sanm Barlow and Cy.

Irwine Kerp and Joan descrve great credit for the success of the Do,and the generous
support of the Patrons left rnothing to be desired. '
Cff 4@ vompi Sound, Co

K gathering of Sgquadron fellows at the Air Force Club,:. .
farewelled Geoff.,Burgess,passing thiough “ydnéy o his way to Yampi Sound,in the more
rcmote North of Western Austraiia,where he is “o have a three year term as Accountant
to Australian Iron and 3teels— - As readers will kndw,there are extensive depos:.ts of
-iron ore in Yampi. . A vory hectic and alse late evenimg ‘was had. In intervals of
eloow 11ft1ng,var10u.o Squadron members got in various activities. The N.S.W.Secretary
disposed of Guessing u@mp\,tltlon tickets among Club nembers: the Fditor of the Squadron
N*ows who purported to have sciatica,was observed playing foursome Table Tennis. Geoff.
d\,pavted next day toking our °‘ood w:Lshos, and pursue,d by Horse-winning tickets in the
Guessing Compo ST

A Tennis Day.

Den't forget the Tenm.s L‘gy‘et "Mt.Wilga " on Sunday Tth.December.
Bring the wife and fapily =nd noke o day of it
Sid Basker tears post. ‘

e, were delighted to welcome. another- 458er, passing through
Sydney 1*1 Sid B@kcr from’ the u\,s‘te Bid,w nth Mro.Baker was . on tl\, way.- ‘bo New Zealond, to
engov somp of ohe frultu g)f busmes., success in : Muorlland, hollday. . e found there
WnS just. a bit more of sid tnan once there.was but; few other-changes in hime . After the-
Yar,81d and a brother went in fo .arth—»lilomng Contractlng,and have. hadxa very big success.
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Go >r*1“,t a1k Commentary (Concluded )e

A MERRY CHRISTMAS to ALL and let's hope 1959 brings sbout
the successful fulfillment of the Squadron History and that a good crowd of N.S.W.members
con an;e the Brisbane All-States Reunion. Will all who are planning to making the trip,
wdvise the Secrctary as soon as possible as we might possibly then charter an aircraft.

THE BRITISH BULLETIN. fron Sid Thompsett,
o (369, Downham Way,Bromley,Kent)

Have been so very busy lately. Have been involved in helping our local Scouts,
33 I am.on the Group Committee and we are flat out getting as much money as we can to
build our own headquarters. . - However,as soon as we heard about the printing of the
Squadron History,I got a letter out to all our members and to date have had requests frop
12 neubers.  The U.KeCommittee voted that the 825 (our target) be sent off without walting
for the rest to reply.

I an locking forward to having cme of the 458 Bannerettes.

We have received photographs token on the Perth journey which we are glad to have--
photographs are always welcomee

Mick Hason,Harry Bishop and I have played over the tape which was made in Sydney,
snd thanks for the messages. Ve are holding our half-ycarly Reunion at the Feathers
Hotel on November IS5the,so we are hoping for a good turnout.

Aprdl in London.
— —— Looking ahead to next April,we are meking plans for a bumper

turnoute As Anzac Day fclls on a Saturday we are hoping to have more of our Worthern
nenbers down to London. It will be a very busy day,starting at II.0 a.me. with the laying
of our wreath on the Cenotoph. I2.0 peme Service at Westminster Abbey. 3.0 pente Tea
~t Australia House, flm.uhlng the day,not as we usually do with a Buffet Beunion but we
are booking the Marquis of Gronty in Shaftesbury Lvenue,London,for our first Dinner and
Yimces . This will be a big day and we are hoping for our members' strong support.

There was talk of Bill Carr coming over to the UsKe this year---are we going to see
tin 7 ,

Rermards to all of you out there.

TROM ‘I‘Iﬂ] CROWEATERS. i ' Ron Badger
‘ (8,Go0ds Crescent,Brighton,
SeAuste)

The prelude to the Tree Planting Ceremony was grected with an imnediate
rusponse by both newspapers and radio,ond,with our own circulars,resulted in an abttendance
of over220 pecple. After much dcliberation,the Civil Aviation Depte gave their full
support in placing the Meworial on the oxpanse of lawn in front of the now famous Sir Ross
and Xeith Smith Menorial in which is housed the famous Vickers Vimy in which these
intrepid airmen nade the first flight from England to Australia.

Bob Davies arrived in Adelaide two days before the Geremony and was met at
the Adrport by Lofty Trewartha,Ron Badger,Bill Taylor,Johmnie Bax,Nick Bertrom,Flaosh Thonas,
and Johnnie Dunn. ~ Bob stayed with Bob Willieams a2t Trammere. There was a Welcoming Party

:+ the saturday evening,with a Barbecue and a monster novel fire outgide. There was a
bis~ ottendance of menmbers,including Bluey Firth from Robinvale,and Ian Showell from
Ronrnrk supported by thelr families. A very stout effort con31der1ng the distances. DBluey
Pirth shewed filus of the Western Australian Reunione
The Gereviony.

The Ladies Committee arranged flowers on the lawn in front of
the Trec and Plague,which was draped with the Squadron Banner.
_ After Lofty Trewartha had welcomed Bob Davies and those
’cta,ndn.ng,Bob thanked the S.A.Flight for their welcome and said how pleasing it would be if
adres McKay ond MacNanmara could:ialso be there., He then unveiled the Bronze Plaque and
rusted that the Treeya Melalcuca Leucadendron (Aust.Paperbark) would thrive to perpetuate
Lht, nenory of 458 Fallen Comrades. The Dugler sounded the Last Post. Dob Davies said
the Ode,prefaced by the prayer Said in Gibraltar on Anzac Day.
Yo then adjourned overto the seating accomodation in front of
the Menorial and Bob gave his address,  He traced the advent of the Airéraft from Wilbur
right to the present era and illustrated what a tremendous impact it had had on the
“orld in that short period. However it was quickly being replaced by far nore devastating
weapons. Christianity was the only hope for the s;lv.ut:.on of the World in a return to a
nore sane condition.

Of 458 Squalron he said that Whl]ébl r\’?)ne of the spectacular

Squadrons of the War,it was manned by men held in high regar@ ‘ﬂé then quoted from the
V"’\f '_\
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comments made by the present Deputy Chief of Air Staff,
Roysl Air Force,Air Marshal Tuttle,in the Introduction to the 458 Sguadron History:

Trom the Croweaters (cont.)

"Mfteen years ago I was lucky enough to have N0,458 Squadron under my Command
"in North Africa. I have never been so impressed with any Unit before or since.

Meocossoes No.458 Squadron was one of the main reasons why my Wing was taken off
"operations~~the enemy ran out of shipsi”

This statement made m’trl:ed ‘impression on the members of other
%quadruno thex‘e aSsc,mbled. , .
 Aftor the Addreoa we sang ’che hymn - "Oh God our Help in Ages Past,"

The next’ mornlng Bob gave a short talk on the World-wide l“fﬁom.tor Session at 5DN about his
visit and 458 Squadron. Befors he left abeut I3 members rolled along to a farewell lunch.

Through these pages we thank yr,u,Bob for coming;we thank you for your remarks,

. Operation Melaleuca Leucadendron Highly Successfule

Bluey's Beturn.

A week 1h ’C(,“ luey Firi: came down again from Robinvale and ‘bhere was
an enaeya.ble evening at Johnnie Bai's home where Bluey gave a Filn Evening of the W.A.
Reunion ,supported by Syd Bartram with coloar slidss of S.A.Funscilonssince the ¥Wors It was
interesting in these films to see the children growing up from function to function.

Other AcHIVIt1es. w. ya4 a further Evening at the 48th.Battalion Clubrooms,vhere

other Unit Clubs foregathered for a -;..,Jor't-s fLivening. 458 acquitted itself well with the
staunch help of Ding Conway. . .

The Annaal Christnas kiddies Picnic is due on December I6th.and
shews every promise of being a success. ‘ - o

CORRESPONDERCHE: Letters to the Ed:.’c Wln

From Air Marshal Sir Geoffrey ‘Iuttlp KQB.M.(‘ B,.D s C,,Dcputy A.o.,R.A.F. ,Air Ministry,

- ; - Londons
liy dear 4lexander, ‘Thank -you very. much for your le to; of the 9th.August. I would like to
thank your Council for beirg.good cmough to invite r 12 to write the foreword to the History of
No.458 Squadron operations in the wor. I *hink it a grea* honour. T attach to th:Ls letter °
a "uggested fOl‘bWOI'd,Wthh T hope you, will think adequate

I shali of course;never f‘o:gc,‘c my wssoclatlon with it although it was all
too shortyand last year I was lucky crough to see Colonel HMcKenzie when he was over here from

Kenya. I am so glad to hear that your Association is so active. " It is not usual for
Squadron fLssociations to do so well o long after the exciting events in which we all took
part. It reflects great credit on the spirit of the Squadron.

Sincerely,

Geoff >y Tuttle. -

From the Department of Air.Melbourne.

Dear S:"r’I refer to your recent communication and desire to inform you that in order to
aualify for the award of the France and Germany Star,a member of the Air Force must have
served with a Unit stationed in Fiance,Belgium, Holland or Germany between the 6th4Ju.ne 1944
and the 8th.lMay, 1945, - Visits, journies ,1n<“ncct10ns and procedure into the Area on temporary
Luuy is not a quallflca’non for %he Lward unless o period of at least thirty days was spent in
the Area. - Aircrew mcmbers operating over Fnrfme from Baues in the Medlterranean Area
v*:mrot qualify,but qualify for the I’cg]v Star,

Nos.458 Squadron was based in the Meditvcirancon Area and any service with this Unit
was counted towards qualification fox the Africa Star up to the I2th.May,I943,and for the
Italy Star,between the ITtheJune;I9%3,and <he 6;udhy,1945, °

" As N0,458 Squadren weoe not statiorzed in Irance,the service in Framce by the members
voncn,r'n(,d mst be considered in the nnturc -7 temporary auty. There is no evidence to shew
‘hat they completed at least thirvy days in the qualifying area and,therefore,they must be

considered ineligible for the France and Cerndny Star,
“yours Tilthfully,
AeBoMcFarlane,
' © Secretary. .

"In other WOI‘do,'Lf v 1 want to mMr it,don't ask Aix flrstf--Ed;Ltor.

458 SQUADRON MEMBERS IN BTIIT;_L'---PLE. S MAKD A POIET 014 SUPPORTING THE.- SC&IADRON FURCTIONS
IN LONDOW HEZT ANZAC DAYwwwamfPRIL 25‘th°,"' =Y

S v
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Corresponlence {cont.)

From Beb Helyar,Box 63, Tara, Gueensland.

2enr Peter,

Have Just received the latest Squadron Fews dnd read with much interest all the
aoiags unl particularly the report of the Perth Reunlon. o There' a lot of those chapa Itd4
like to neet up with ogaine. o

Bbently,I lcecated Len uctherway in’ Horsham. ‘ Len and I tra;ned together in
Conada and UlK. nnd joined the oquulror at LeGe9I together with Orwh.,Dnck Boydell,Norm, .. -
Welker and Joe Christic. He was cne of the survivors of Dougie's crew and spent a few- -
years behind the fence. Squ,iror nembers will be glad te know that he is in %top form,has
four kids and is foreman in a Foundry'in Hﬂrshum.‘ :

. I am still in Tarn snd have my own business solllng Shell products and Massqy
Fersuson: machlnery._ Wo have two children, full stop.

. Very glad to hear that the uquadron History uay vo 1nto prlnt shortly and enclosei
oy cheoue for 30/=e

‘Kind Regards, 0»3~Hélynr

Sron Jin Perry,15,Margarct” Strect,Port A@ﬁstéﬁoﬁizh lustralia.

eor Ilttb’Th:.s will probably shock you no end,for even though I Have the 458 very much at
heart,I om o very poor correspondent. . |

- Nevertheless,now that I have started I ohould 11ke you to know that I look forward
t> the Squadron News ‘and get a lot of cnaoyment out. of reading:it., That aluo applies to
ny wife,Joy for she recognises a lot of the names of blockes who were on Glb.

I was very sorry to miss the W. A Reunion for- I had set my heart on gettlng there,but
urfortunately I tock it into my head to otart up in.o Joinéry Vorks and at that partlcular
pericd it was huv1ng teuthlng trouble. But now it is starting to settlb downe .

It was 'a very great surprlse to see Blue Firth who stayed overnight with us and
sowe us time to digest a few beers and view his very interesting slides.

We used to sce Bob Drimnan every: couple of months but since February Bdb has ‘been
¢n the Sick List and Itve mlssed his visits. = Usually we visit the local R SeLe and arrive .
hone between: II.O. ond 12,0 and gct Joy wut. of bed to cook bacon and eggs or set to and
light up the® fire und pptform for oursclveSeecsese

" ‘yours ialthfully, Jlm Perry

From Leg Codk "Wést Craven"xGrOSVLnor uvenuc,P,rk Lane,Pontcfract England.
Dear Poter,I g o .
ove Just rucelved thb May Iuoue of our News and it prompts me tc pass on an item
which nay be of interest to members. Being o member of the R.A.F.Association,I receive the .
journal Jdr Mail every two or three AOnths,cnd recently the Association announced that they _
have arrangcd to- reproduce individual pages from the York Mlnster Toll of Honour for Negxtwof-
kine I do know.that there 4re soné 458 nomes there,as some were on view the day we held
tnclreo-plwntlng Cerenony at Hc %@ -on-Spalding Moor, . The. Roll contains over 400 pagzes
pearing names of - some 18,000 kl led flumnb the Second Wbrld Wgr while flylng from Basges in
o Fe.Englande
: “ages will be reproduced ‘on white paper of ; ood quallty and sold at one ohllling
pach, including pdut&*@’but printing camnot begin untll the denand is known.  Next-of=kin
tequiring reproductions are asked; to notlfy the General - Seoretary,ﬂatlonal HeQegRelfieFolay
$3,Portland Place,London,Wels Tt "is essential that the rank, surnameyand christian names
qnd Squadron number be stated. and whether the casualty was serving in the R. A.F.,R.A.A.P.,
veeesseses Moy Isay here how much I en njoy reading the NeWSeoeses
I was ablc to call at Holme-onPSpdlding Moor abodt six weeks ago and I am pleased ° ’
o report that the Tree is in good- shape though it doesn't seem much bigger yet! Unfortunately -
haven't been xblc to attend any of our R&Uﬂl@ﬂu--bﬁt -I'm still hoping ! If anyone desires : .
ny nsEisiaics in regard to the York Roll of. Henour,I. shall be only tco pleased to help.
i In conclusicn,I sthd you and “a¥1 the 'Big Dig's Little Digs" my very best wishes.’
i Yours olncerely,
 Los Cooke

...l.

st

%rOu Stan Pafker;on 446 Ayr,horth hueensland.
Xoar Feter,

 eve oIl it.is.at all pessible T will be in Biisbane for the next Reunlon,but my
honces are very remotes © I am canefarming and Aprll is planting time. If I should mske it 1
411 have no accomodation worriese... ‘

Like Bill Taylor of Adelaide,I am dellghted that 458 ic assisting Legacy. I am a
rbor of the locdl contact group,of Townsville Legacye. Ary help to the Movenment w111 be
gteatly oppreciateds..,.  Kind Regards to all 458ers, . ... Stan Parkers ‘




8.
"ERSONAL ITEMS,

Don Bitmead. To Don and BeveBitmead,our congratulations on the birth of a daughter;
Gorry Young and Ian Sorrell. These two S« Austenenbers,Ron Badger reporte,are now out of
Hospital after lengthy illness. Good luck and health to thewm;
Peter Hcmnﬁwaw. For the Lost and Found colurm~-~Dick Healey tells us that Petor is
now Assistant to the Chief Chemist at the Mary Kathleen Uranium Co.Ltd, ot
. Mary XKathleen, Queensland;
Douge Bopnett is now stationed at Tumit; - S
Jook Philip has hhd IT wecks in Hospital but is now mproved. Earlier he visited Queenslaond
, 3 ‘where he met Jack Lewis and Ferry Mulling. He attended the Q.Flight Social
" and won a chickens Anong his Squadron vigitors in Hospital was
Joe Pratt who hlmsslf has been having varicus Hospital tests and treatments for headache.,
- ;including,he tells us,an Encephalograph; '

Be Hamiltun‘nuw stotioned in Canberra where Buster Balmer recently saw hin,

A CHRISTE@S DRINK is being arranged for Sydney nembers a‘i: tﬁe Air Force Clab on Friday‘
ecember I9th, fron 5.0 p.me omwards;330,George Strect--2nd.Floor.

458¢r OF THE DAYwe-DAVE FIBTH,of ROBINVALE.

Dave (Bluey) Firth was a member of the Volunteer; Air Force in pre-war days and,as
such a contemporary of "Bubbles" Power and Ron Gannaway. When the War came he had attained
Senior NeCs0e's rank and was the ReAcAsP. Fitter Sergeant with 458 at Holme-on=Spalding

Moor. ~ Red headed,thin,serious anl conscientious he wag  ono of the important 458
personalities,rouped with such Squadron figures as the C.0Oe,Adjutent MeO.,Stores NeCeOQs,
cte. He contimued with 458 as a Senior K.C.0. right through to North Africa. = We

recall hin,in Afrlca,as part of the group of Ding Conway,Frank Mahony,Bill Ernst,Junior
Davies :md himself. We recall driving from ®zypt to Tunisia with him and "Timber" Wood
when 458 migrated fron Bgypt. - That was ajob Dave,as. ﬂways,gave painstaking care to.
Returning home,he settled on an Orange and Fruit Irrigation Settlement at
Robinvale in the Victorian Murray River area,whe,re latterly in association with his son,he
Yias been very successful. His loyalty tc 458 has tnumphed over distances. Ofton an
attonder at Melbourne 458 functions (though Melbourne is the nearest Capital CJ.ty for
Robinvale it is nany niles away),he (with Ken Cupper) organised the first 458 Country
Reunion at Robinvale. Acconpanied by his wife,he has made the long journeys to most
of the All-Statos Rexmmn.: yincluding the Perth Reunion. He nakes a point of visiting
4580rs scattered over the «'reat distances of Australia during his treyels andyas 458's

Roving libassador,has phyed a part secoud to none in malntammg the links of friendship
monJ 4 Borse :

.

COMMENT. In preharatlon for the *Jollcy-making mx,etlng of Squadron’ Conference in Brisbane,
458 tkrough its Flights is now fomlng its views on the questlon,raised by W.A.Fllght,as to -
whother 458's Associate ncobers should be allowed to wear the 458 Lapel badges . Let us
try to illunmine the problem by a few questions (to which we shall not _supply :mswers).~

If I see somevne wearing a 458 lapel badge,whot would I expect that to mean ?
That question in itsclf,we suspect,throws se bllndlng af 1ash of insight that mapy 458ers
will question no further. =

But it is not necessarily the last quest:.on. - Were the ranks of 458 forever
frozen ot the last Parade at Gibraltar ? Is 458 not still a living organisation to which
airmen nay still be posted ?  Might 1t not be better,ln sone areas,to have a 458 Flight
node strong by I‘ully-martlclpatlns Asuoclutes,than to have a struggling 458 orno 458 7

- We can think of other questions,sebutting and counter-rebuttlng. Ve shall ask

only cne ncree  whot do you want 458 to be ?  Pell your Flight. ‘ .

ALUTHORISED BY THE EDITCR '(Pet‘er Alexander),]}ox 5289,'G.P.‘O.,Sydney,N.’S'.’W.,AUSTRALIK.

To the Squadron Sucrc,t'u'y,Box 5289,G.P. ,Sy"lney,N.S We

A. rrov1°1onally,1 an going to Brisbane for the Anzac All-States Reum.on,Apnl
1959, I expect to be accomponied byeeeeececacecassese Pléase ask the Queensland
Secretary to book me ine I onclosefesecsessecsds o Deposit oneeeeceebeds foresesss nishts,
at £2 per heade. I propose t0 travel bYeecceccccrcoce I am‘lntereﬂtod in any
.rro.ngc,mentq which can be made to travel in o 458 party.

De I ,nclo.;e 30/- as a deposit on n copy of "o Find and ‘Destroy" the Squadron
Historys Please forward it to'me as soon as publication is effected.

lq!m.....l‘...‘.ll'..."...."./1‘DDR—JSQ.......‘.O....‘...0.....'.0'..l'...'y........‘....Q....



