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WHA?'S BEEN HAPPENING,
Anzac_Day_1n Sydney. ,
458 Squadron marched as usual in the Alr Force Section of the
March, The Banner was carried by Bob,Bruce,supported by Tony Harris
and Jack McDonald, Dick Healey,as the A,B,C,Commentator broadcast a
description of the March from Bebarfalds balcony opposite the Town Hdaty,
and gave 458 good radlo coverage, There wag also a description of the
Squadron from 2UE,
end,Annual Squadron Ball,Mav iith, :
Thlg year,the Ball wag held at the White Clty Baliroom, Guests
of Honour inciuded the 3tate Pregident of the Alr Force Asgsociation
\John Waddy) and Mr,W,Perry of the Centennial Park Cricket Associatlon,
Jver 100 members and thelr wives and friends danced from 8,30 tiii 12,30
to the music of an excelient orchestra and with the Squadron Banner dis-
played above the Official Table, Among members seen were Col,Campbel:,
Barry Menser,Jack Preston,Atan Piggott,Les,Piggott,Dud,McKay,GeofT,.
Burgess,Jack McDonald,Pete Campbell,Cec,Nation,Pecter ALexaEger,ALf.
Hammond,Fred.Rldge,Fred, Strom,Ken Knaggs,Doug.Bennett and Shorty Wilison,
It was particularly nice to welcome Shorty Wilson who was on a
visit from Melbourne and met gany old friends at the Bali,
end, Squadron Soclal,June 9th, »
ad Tge gecond of a gerles of Soclal evenings uesigned 1o enable
wives and friends of invited members to meet o?e another Wasoh:Ld at
Campsie and asain we have to thank Sam Barlow for very generou 4
hosgiiaLigy. "We try to invite members who Xnew eaohoyher on phe"quzi?On
2t the game time, Harry Baines-down from Wingham—st at thl? DOC}fe.in
Looking very well and belng in fact an excerrent qdyertisment O?Lléar
the country about the advantages of whlch he pounded our editoria

very convincingly.

Egi&%:in put something of a dampor on our First attgmpt 19 Lﬂéi ?e?ne
field but those who took part (at Moore Park) were enthuslnstﬁc : d: e)
game and there lg no doubt about itg povent 1al popularity, eXl gam
fat Moore Park) will be at 2,0 p.m, on August 19nh.
g:g_l:f_ﬁle patponed Annual Golf Day took ptace SUCGGSSfyLlY at Campbeil
town on June 24th, Competitors for the Squadrnn Cup thils year Wiiex_
Lofty Chalmers,Geoff, Burgess (dorder),Sam Barlow,Ray Davies,Pg;gr egf|q
nnder,Alian Waiker,Geoff,Cannon,Jack Miies,and Bob.Mi;L?r. lie{L?ntp
Cupholder 1s Allan Warker-to w?ogi?i?y iz?ggatulations or an ex g

a course full o ficu .
performa%gikgﬁg down the third falrway we were 1n‘time to'Witness a crow
depart with Sam Barlow's golfball on the fifth fairway. We alsc witness-
ed-unavoidably-the Squadron Secretary slice three balis In rapld success
ion into the roadway from the flrst tee, The day ended with great
joltity in the Clubhouse,

Our next Golf Day,at Campbelitown,wiil be on July 29th and all
sguadron members are invited, The Day will include a Match against
406 Squadron.
Alr Force_Agsociation_ Annual Assembly,

‘ The Aggembly wag held at Air Force House,Goulburn Street,Sydney
on June 23/24th, Delegates appointed by the 4568 3quadron branch were
L1f ,Hammond and Cec,Nation, (ALf Hammond was unfortunately prevented
from attendlng). Alan Piggott ag a delegate frow the Ryde-Gradesville
branch and Pete Alexander as a State commltteemenber were afgo at the
Aggembly, The Squadron had put on the Agend» motions criticising
the N,3.W.War Service Homes Administration and ca:iing for an increase
of the maximum permissible Loan to £3000,and ancther urging the invest-
Tent in land or buiidings of funds coilected by tiae R,A,A,F,Memorial
Centre Appeal, ALl these points arcused considernble intersst and
debate, The Chief Officer of the War Service Eomszs8 vepartment in N.S,V.
Was present 10 expiain and defend his administration, After being
questioned by various delegates he offered to mect Association represent
atlves,and this offer belng acceptable the moticn HSf criticism was with
drawn, The motions for an increaged maximum-loan and about the R,A,4,F,
ilemorial Centre were carried, Alan Piggott wag Later re-elected to the
State Committee for two years, Pete Alexander,being elected in 1950
remaing a Commlttee member until 1952,




The SQUADRON'S WARTIME GREST.

‘ A? members will recail,we were Informed by the Department of Alir
taat 458's wartime crest had not been registered during the war years
with the Chester Herald (the responsibie officlal cf the SBritish ColiLege
of Heratds),and that the Chester Hers:d wouid not r.ow register it, This
Wwas,0f course,qulte unacceptable and we promiged tc keep members informed
of devetlopments, Signatures were cciiected from members in Victoria
and N,3.W, to a document verifying she use of tho Crest durlng the war,
and an approach was made through tie Air Force Asscciation to the then
dinister for Air (Mr,White), From that pcinut the story to date is best
told by the foliowing letiers:

- 1. 458 Squadron to .the Minlster for Air (Mr Mcride) May 20th,,1951
(per Mr.,Bruce Graham,d.P, wio is ar ez-airman).
Dear Sir, ,
‘ Thig Letter is addressed to you on na matter of conslderable
moment to wartime members of No,456 Squadron,R.A.A.F,

This squadron served,as you wiil ¥now,in Britain,;the Middle
Lagt,North Africa,Iltaly and Gibrattar in the years 1941-45, In North
Lfrica it adopted and continued thereafter to usc in the field as the
3quadron crest,the badge of which a copy is enclesed,

Recently this squadren branch of the Air Force Assoclation
requested your department to verify that aii formnilties incldental to
the proper registratlion of the crest had heen cowmpleted, After inquiry
in Great Britain your department replied with a promptitude and courtesy
which we appreciate,that its inquiries indicated that the Crest had not
been registered by the Chesver Herald (as Inspector of R,A,A,F,Badges)
and that,ss the aquadron had been dishanded at the end of,the war at
Gibraitar,the Chester Herald would not now register 1t,

Further inquiries made by us indicate that yith two ex-
ceptions all other R.A,A.F,snuadrons staticned in the Mediterranean area

fiave been similariy placed, :

We feel that a conslderable part of the history =and
tradition of the Roval Aystralian Air Force and itg appeal to younger
generations are imperilled by the ncn-recognlition ¢f 1ts wartime
Squadron crestsg,

The Federal Councll of the Air Force Agsociation subsequent
Ly approached your predeceggor,Mr,Vhite;at our request and asked him to
direct the registraticn of our crest and the croesig of the other
Augtrallian squadrons concerned., We understand that Mr,White viewed the
matter gympathetically, , ,

May we,wiih respect,and with urgency.ask that you,as
Minister convey to the Inspector ol R,A,A,F.Badges or other authorities
concerned your desire that the crest of No, 458 Soundron,R,A,4,F. and
the other gquadrons concerned receive official roccgnition. ,,.....
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2, A letter requesting hig continued interest in the matter was also
sent to Mr.Wnhite forlowing hig appointmenti as Hign Commisgioner in Lonuon,

5, Mp.T.W,Waite,High Commissioner,to 458 Squadron,May 25th,,1951,

I have your letter and witl be only too glad to see what
can be done in the way of registering the Crest c¢f No.458 Squadron,R.A.A 0.
with the Chester Heraird,when I get tc London, '

In the meantime,I am asking t he Department of Alr not 1to
tet this matter Lie in abeysnce Aand,independently ¢I whatever action I
may be abie to take,to folisw the matter up througn Oversens Headquarters,

4, The Minilster for Air (Mr McBride) to ¥y, Bruce Graham,M.P,,June 7th,

I nave had the opportunity of dissussing your letter of
30th.May with the Hon,T.W.White whc Ig proceeding %o London as High
Commignioner and,in conjunétion with him,wiil 40 my begt to find out
what is the position regarding the Crest ussd by No,458 Squadron during
the War,

It wiil,as you sugegest,he necessary e re-open the mattert
with the Chester Hernid and,when I %wnow whati ofin ©u done,wilil be wrlting

to you agaln,
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5. » Hon,Secretary, 458 Squadron to the Private Secretary to the King,May 28

Sir,

I am directed to request that you will be 80 good as to
pLace the Petitlion and assoclated documents enclosed with thisg letter
hefore dis Majesty.

May 1t please vour Xaijesty,

This Petitlon sheweth that we,the 458 Squadron Associatlon
effiliated with the Australian Flying Corps and Royal Australian Air
Force Agsoclation (New South Wales Divigion) humbly request your Majesty
to dire-:ct the recognition and regictration of the Bﬁdge us§d by number
458 Squadron,Royal Austratian Alir Force during your Majesty 8 recent
nostilities with the German Republic and the Kingdcm of Italy, _

Number 458 Squadron,=oval Australicn Alr Force,of wartime
memberg of whlch this Association is composed,served your Majesty in the
United Kingdom,Egypt,North Africa,Corsica,Sardinia,ltaly and Glbraltar,

While in the fileld in North Africa o Badge,of which a copy
ﬂccompﬁnies this Petition,was adopted and thereafter 1O the end oi the
war was regarded as the 3Squadron Badge, An pri?cgtion bX Xh: twgn ot
Officer Commanding,Lieutenant-colonel B.McKenziezp.a.g.,S.iéti;.,tnz not,
1t appears,finalised since,following inqulry by szs ssoc :tq ?; ulries
Australlan Department of Air informed the Assoclatlon that 1ts 1ing
indicated that the 3qundron Badge had not been registered with the
Chester Herald,as Inspector of Royal Australian Alr Force Badges,and
that,the Squadron having been disbanded at Glbraltar at the end of the
war,the Chesgter Herald would not :ow reglster 1t,

L At the Squadron's disbrndment Parade at Glbraltar the Alr
Officer Commanding,Air Vice-Marshal A,C,Stevens,C.B.,R,A,F,,sa1d:

" "Though the Squadron 1s disbsnded to-day,its number and its
“record live on,and if it 1s necessary to call 1t into being once again
future generations will proudly carry on the fine example you have set,"

The members of this Associaticn fecl that a large part of
the higtory and tradition of the Squadron with which they served your
Majesty wilt be sacrificed 1t the Bndge used by thc Squadron in the field
be 1ost, -

~ Accompanying thlig Petition is a statement slgned by airmen
who served with the Squndron,verifying the uge of the Badge in the field, .

Accordingly,we humbiy petition your Majesty to direct the
recognlition of the Badge as the Badge of No,458 Squadron,Royal Australian
Air Force, :

We have the honour to be your Majestv's dutiful servants,

For the Air Force Agsociatlen,
458 Sqgnuadron,

Arthur E,Campbell, Preéident.

Peter C,Alexander, Honorary
Secretary,

Re=ders wilLl be told of any developments,

VICTORIAN NEWS.

The Committee,meeting at Hutton Armatrong's premises (The West End
Coffee Lounge,145,Queen Street,Melbourne)nas dlscussed Squadron orgsnis-
2tlon in Victoria, Careful attention was given t0 arrangements for the
ANZAC DAY MARCH which,as members taking part know,was most successful
Trom the Squadron viewpoint, 458 hnd a far better roll call than any
other squadron, Thils year we marched behind the Desert Alr Force Banner
but by the next March we intend to have our own 458 Banner,

The Committee declded to hold the next Reunlon on Friday,September %
glst at 7,30 p,m, at Air Force House,Flinders Lane, Members will be
circularised and wil!l of courge be in attendance 1n Large numbers,

- CLosely following the Commlttee meetling came the pubiication of the
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Tiret 1gsue of the-Squadron BULLETIN in Victorla advising Victorian

memberg of the latest squadron developments,458 Squadron News in Sydney
would find 1t hord to express two highty the pleasure with which 1t
welcomes the appcarance of its Victorian contemporary,which 1s a model

of what guch 2 gquadron bulletin should be, The  Squadron will look
forward to future 1qqueq.

PERSONAL ITEMS, T
Chartie (Otto) Mann. Living in Teralba,Charlie snys he reads the "News

with the keenest Interest and sends it on to Guy Johnson in England,
Charlie is comling to the next Reunion,
"Duke" Tame, Is a Hydrographer with the Victorlsn State Rivers Commission
and statloned 2t Wangaratta, Married with a youns Jdaughter,Duke sends
remembrances t9 Merv, ergraves Lofty Bracker, Frank Mullane’ and Bryan
Crawford,
Tim McQuaid writes from Barcaldine waere he 1s in the grocery business
with his brother, Tim 1s married with one son,and 3ays he 1s in regular’
touch with Fred Xleckham in New Guinca,
Ken.Crago 18 with the Namoi Frur M:ills in Gunnednh and is a new member. of
the 458 branch of the Alr Force Association, ,
Junlor Hawke writing Trom Orange fci~ his squadr v badge,mentlions that he
is stiLl walting for that letter fron Gerry Abraaan,
Geoff Wright:now Living in Collaroy,
Bob,Cotegis Foreman of Parks and Gardens at Toowdomba, Married three
years ago Bob has two daughters, Says he sees Bernle Hughes often =nd
recently saw Clive Thorpe who was about to get m~rried. Asks to be re-
memhcred to Harry Hull and Curly Wilson,

ack Guthrie living iIn Box Hill,Melbourne Jack tells us his 5 year old
oon is a great admirer of the SQUﬂdran badge. Jack asks after Robin
Knight,
Gordon Nagh is living in Preston,Melbourne,
George Merriman. The Gunnery Leader at Shallufa 1is living in York,
England, '
Bernie Hughes says he 1s still chasing cows and calves near Emu VaLe Q.
Stuﬂpt Ricketts: 1s building a home in Hunters HilL,Sydney, S
i n_RKnight sayg he haq recently seen Mel Priest who 1s now back 1n
Aenya . -
Doug Mirlard 1is wool-growing 2t Humuta with golf and bridge as his.
recreations,.
Ken,(Chico) Mercer wrltes to us from Godalming,England,
Ken,Pond 1s a Civil Servant in England,
darpry Bagtwood in Oldham,Engtland askq to bhe remembered to Jack McPhee,
Bob,Hetyar and Bob Male: have sold thelr garage at Tara and are Both
woolgrowing in that area,
Chag Richardson:has returned to Brlsbane from Clifton,

Jim,Brown: who will be remembered #ss an early 453 man is a grazier at
Kumbariyla,Queensland,

BErle Hetherlington is CommonWﬂalth Government officcr in charge at,
Melville Island,

Lock Simpson:in Dalby recently became the fatier of a daughter \Judith)
Terry Waldon has a gon (Geoff.) :

Harry Sorensen has recently returned to Sydney afucr radlo- ann@unclng 1n
Japan and England,

Jack Wilsdn 1s running the local elcciricity supply at Collarenabri,
Arnold Ashton has moved to West Aucstralia,

Ralph Bailcy 1a practising dentistry in Wollongong.

Peter Bailie has & house in Cammeray with his wife and two daughters,
Lofty Bracker i3 working with Qantas in Sydney and hopes 1o go 19
Britaln_next yrﬁ
Johnny Br qo
congratul, 0ns
Pete Campb€ll recently moved to a new house in Pymble,

Brinn I8rd is an accountant with a timber firm,

Bill Suttivan 1s well kXnown as a.radio and stagc star in Sydney,
Barry Mensger 13 a manufacturer and Llives. in Dulwich HILL,
Doug,McGuigan is with the Repatriation Department in Sydney.
Evan Toper 1is in buqiness»in Croydon,

Alice Springs recently became engaged and has our

Our symethv 1o Cee, Natian and o quk Simpson in their recent
bereavements,

The Squadron‘s congratuiations ~nd gond_wighes to the foLLowing membcrs
who have all recently married: Geoff,Cannon,Snowy Fennell and 11L Turier.
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sydney members wlil Join with the greatest pleasure In congratulating
commliteemember Bob Bruce and Betty tn the aprivol of thelr son (3tephen),
SQUADRON BADGE3.

A Turther guoply of ﬁquwdr 1. badges has been recelved from the
manufrcturers Aand menbcrq not yet in possgession »7 a badge can obtain
one from the Sydney ecrotﬁﬁy (12 O Wycombe Rd, ,Woutral Bay,3ydney) for
=/~ plus prgtage, .South dustraiisn members can Nbrain theirag from Brisn
Wondhend, 1@ Cﬁwrﬁ Street,Mile End,sd-laide,

THE AUTU“L AID 3CRME.

The N.3,W,Committec 1s anzxisus to extepd tie operation of the

cheme ~nd seekg moembers' ceo-operstion, The iden is that members of th e
squadron 1y be able w0 help eachotnor in obtalning £0ods on reagsonnble
terms or gdods which are difficult to get, Will members plezse advise
the Secretary of aay way in walch they can he Lp? applications for help
ghould be madc through tae Secretary and will be dealt with by the
ragponsible sub—comﬂLtT & ONniv,

COMING EVENTS. ‘

Syaney REUNIOWN, The next Reunion will be held on Friday
Scptember 24st,7.30 o,m,at 330,Geurge Street,Sydaey. A big attendnnce
0T country members is already ﬂq)urean

Goif, There wiil be golf at Campbelltown on July &9th and
September 2nd., The July 29th day will include a match agalnsat «66 Sqdn,

Socinlg, It ig hoped to hoird further Squadron Sociols for memnbers
“nd their wives, Members invited can Look forward tOo a mdstl enjoy2ble
cvening. ‘

Metbourne Reunion., The second Melbournc Leunion will,as announc-
ed =bove,be aerd at Alr Force House,4i5,Fiinders Lane ,Melbourne on
Fridsy September 21st,at 7.30,

+58 SQULDRON in QUELNSLAND.
We are nappy to give advance inform~tion of a most important
piece »f news for Queensland members,
There will be a 3quadron Reunion in Brisbane at the cna

of lay 1952, For the Reunion to be a succesgs,?s We are sure it wiiL be,
it wiLl be necemmﬂry for country mombers 1o attenu in very Large numbers
and we nak these men ara to arrange their horideys s0 that they can be
a1t the Reunion., Further detnifls ac to dote and p!'cée WiLl be circulnris-
od,

CRICIET,

The committee in N.3 W, hag obtainacd additional cricket
gear and every thing is ready for auocther full and happy cricket se»son,
The first =2ame wilt be at Centennisl Park on September &drd,

Committee members in N,S,W,
Members should make a nate of the nddresses of thelr
committee ofTicorqwha they can contact for informrtion about squadron
2ffairg, '

President: Pete Campbell Phone:Home JX 39:<
28,FPentecogt Highway Buainess: BX 50674
Py*ble

Vice Pre qidents.
ALY Hammond 5
78,Wardell Road,

Petergham,
Cec.Nation
52,Underwond Rond, Home:UM 978
N domebuah
Trasgyrer: Sam Barlow Home:LF 1991
252,3eamigh Strect, Business:LF3672

»

_ Campsie.
Secretary: Pete alexander
: 13C,Wycombe Ro~d, Business:M 0421
Neutral Bay. (Ext . 447)
Furtier committee memders addresaes will be pubiisihed in our next lsgue,

AUTRORISED BY THE EDITOR.,  Peter. Alexander,120,Wycombe Rd,

Neutrai Bay,3y dney, -
To Mr,P,C.Alexander,fon,Secretary,is?,Wycombe Rd.Neutral Bay,Sydnecy,

I can assiet Tellow members of 458 Squadron through' the MUTUAL
»£ID SCHEME in the foltcwing wnys. R T L /ST SR LY
“!0-;0.0-..0.‘--n-uo;-aowo.o.ega--loo-o!.00.0‘&'..l‘:’i:;.lo.0.."'-:0)..!.
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