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Who remenbers the snouy winter of 1941 at Holne-on Spalding-
Moor? The tropical sun-and sand of Shallufa and Amrya? Malta
and Protville-and the nud of Bone? The bare hills of Sardinia?

~Pogsla?- Or the Rock of Gibraltar? Renenbrance and greetings
to everyone of youl

This is the first issue of 458 SQJUADRON NEWS which, the
Curmittee hopes, will go out to 498 menbers in N.S5.W, and
Queensland each quarter bringing with it news of the Squadron
and old friends and in particular helping to keep country nenbers
in touch,

But 1f we are to have a News-letter we must have news and
thats up %o you, Let's have sone letters to the Edltor,

WHAT'S BEEN HAPPENING.

458 in N.S.¥. has been forned as a branch of the Alr Force
Assoclation which-gives the squacdron a legal entity and
pernanent address, and it is believed that other Btates nay adopt
this forn of organisaticn, The Branch was formed early in 1949
and officers elected are:

President: Ralph Balley. -

Vicc Presicdents: "Pcte" Conpbell,

' "Slappy" Hamnodnd,
Hon, Treasurer: "San" Barlow,
Hen., Secrctary: Poter Alexander.

Cornittee: Alan Piggott; "Pop" Nation
Freddy Strom, Bob Bruce and
Eric Munknan.-

Hon, Auditors: Doug, Bennett, A.A.A. and
Geoff, Cannon,

458 SQUADRON NEWS records our gratitude to those who helped
to kKeep the squadron going before the branch was-formed: anong
then ~ Noel Wolter, Don. Bitmead, Lofty Chalmers, and Peter Petti.

The Comnlttee meets monthly end has worked enerpetically
and not without sone success to get sone squadron funds into
the bank.

4L theatre party was organised to sece "Prescnt Laughter!,
Torty menbers s=ncd friends attended,

Then therc canme the "Bugle Coll" broadcast and cabaret, show,
which was held on August 10th in the Ballroon at Air Force ﬁouse,
Goulburn Stroct, Sydney ond was a great success, Highlicht was
a Quiz contest with 455 Squadron, The questions our tean was
asked were:

" Ban,Barlow: On what dete and wherc was 458 Squadron forned?
Alen Pigrott: What was the nane of the first R.AJAF, winner
of the V,C. in the 1939-45 war?
Peter Alexander: What was the target of 498 Squadron's first
operation?



Jack Aitkens What was the nickname of the zireraft with which
458 squadron was formed?

Those-who heard the broadcast know who answered what: as for
the others, =--the censors sclssors rust intervene, Silence is now
best. However there is a return match with 495 coming off on o
October 19th, ~ This time our tean 1s expected to be: Doug., Bemnetl,
Bob Bruce, Alf. Harmond and Peter AloxandeT.

The tenth Reunilon of the squadron was held at Alr Fereo House,
Goulburn Street (the usual prenises at 330 George Strest being in
the decorators! hands) on September 23rd. There were 45 there
(rather less than usual) and we got through an 18 gallon keg of
beer, During the business session there was some straight talking a
about the lack of co-operation from some members buf 1t was an
enjoyable evening., Pete Campbell and ALf Hannond were elected to
the vacant positions of Vice-pfesident and Doug, Hammond and-
Ghoff. Cannéh ag Hon, Auditorss Weé heard with regret that Harry !
Mark who wes with us at Shkallufa is at present in the 11l3th General
Hospital, The followlng were at-the Reunion: Bert Thompson,‘Cec.
Nation, Jack ALitken, Alan Pirpott, Alf. Harmond, Terry Waldon, ~
J. McPhee, Jack Baker, Jack Nichols, Ci Gampbeli Lofty Chalmers
Raph Bailaoy, Frod Ayres, Lofty Bracier, Noel Wal%er, Doug . Benne%t,
Bill Hall, K, 6unn, Bob Brucc, B, Bomner, J, McKay, F, Crahan,
Goldy Bartlett, Col. Corten, éeoff Burgess,-Jack Preston, Geoff
Cennon, Ray Davies, A.Mecmaster, Sam Barlow, Stuart Ricketts, -
Jack McDonald, Tom Mcore, T. Mifchell, Jack Payne, Eric Munkman,
Norman Ekinner, Wally Archbold, R. Miilar Pete Campbell, Fred.
Strom, Pete Pe%tit, Frod Ridge and Petcr A1cxander,

The beer took nmore than a bit of organising, especlally as we-
d1dn't know how much we were golng to med, but it was finally got,
thanks to-Maca and Fred Ayres, and transported by them Bailey,
Alexander, and Pettit in the last-named's car on the evening of
the Rcuniocn, -

Financlally the evening was a loss (about £7). This was due
to the combination of a lower than usual attendance and a higher
than usual charge to pay for the use of thé hall but members will
understand it if the Committee has, very unwillingly to increase the
charge at the next Reunilon,

ATR FORCE ASSOCTLTION,

Alan Pippott and ALf, Hemmond represented the Squadron at the
ANNUAL Conference of the Association 1n Goéulburn and Alan had the
honour of election to the General Council, If anyone wants any
subject raised with the Assoclation, Alan's Jjust the man to do it, O

458 needs more nenmbers to joln the 458 Squadron branch of the
Alr Force Association as this membershlp is the backbone of the
Squadron giving us our legal standing and financial help, Four
new members jJoined during the Reuniocn. Forms may be got from the
Hon. Secretary. Annual subscription is 10/-,

WINGE, . - } j
There was an illustrated article about 458 In the Soptember |

copy of Wings. Copies are available from the Editor of 458 NEWS

at 1/3d. each (post paild), E : o Ty

 OTHER STATRES! ACTIVITIES.

@

458 has an organisation in South Lustralla with Brian Woodhead
as Secretary and Bill Teylor as President, Wo have been in touch
with Brisn und have a 1list of S.., 458 addressés 1f anyone here 1s
wanting to get in touch with any 458 Croweater, There 1is apparently
no Quecnsland 458 Orgnanisation at presert and Quecnslanders are being
put on the ¥.8.W, ualling 1ist, Wo don't know whet's happening



in the other states but we're still trying to find out.

W/CDR, MALCKAY.

Mcnbers in all States will have heard of fthe deeply lamented
ceath some months ago in an air’ accident of our C.0., Rodney
MacKay. We niss him very much,

INDIVIDULL NEWS,

Hzre are sone perscnel iftens, and news of present activities:

Relpl Bailey: At the University doing Dentistry. -

Black-Jack Bakzor: 4 Deusigsning Engincer with the R-ilways,

Jack (Tubhy) Peyne: Playing {(at Concord) in thé State

Bouls Chempicnship (pairs),

Neel Welter and LArthur Jollows: with Qontos as Mascot,

Stus+t Rickcettis: in hiis last year at the Tech, cduing an
Electrical Engin-cering course (welding),

Golcay Bartlett: L carpenter and joiner in and about Sydney,

Terry Waldon (the Cossack): in charge of naintenance at a

large Chemical manufacturing factory.

John McPhee: a law student,

Jack ALitken: Managing a company déaling with Pratt
Whitney Wesp engines, Jack has some
Jobs for Fitters, and any Fli{ter II E
can get in touch with Jack by ringing UB
1041 or writing to Engineers Labordtories
Pty. Ltd,, 228 Pitt Street, Sydney. '

Theo Ravenscroft: a Refrigeretion man in Longreach, §tland,-

Alan (Snowy) Athertont Managing a garage business In Sarina,
Queerdend, (We owe Snowy and Smiler
Ravenscroft our thanks for a lot of
Queensland addresses).

41f, Peake: doing well in the engineering business in the
Ayr district,

Bob Male and Bob Helar: in partnership at Tara ad Motor
Mechanics and General Engineers,

Mel Priest: in Nairobi, Kenye, with the South British
Insurance Co.' Ltd,, and liking it there,
He wants {o be rcmenbered to everyone and
in particular to Hal Coffil, Pete Pettit,
Red-Jack Baker, Max Richards and Geoff
Wright, -

Robin Kalrht: Also in.Kenya (Beeston Timber Mills Ltd.,
Njoro, Kenya Colony) and, we hear, well
and happy. ‘

Arthur Lehdey: living in Goolagong, N.S,W. and anxious %o
be renembered to h{s old friends,

Alan (Maca) Macmaster and Fred Ayres! with the Post Office
in and about Sydney. ’

Pete Pettit: in his last year at the Uni. as a dental
student.

Eric Munknan: working with his brothers in the Bullding
trade., )

Freddy Stromt a photographer,

We hope the first number of 458 SQULDRON NEWS has been of
interest to menbers, It's a bit of an adventure. You can help
by giving us your news: and renellber to notify us of any change
of addresses and of the address of any 458 ers who arehit yet on
our nailing list {and we suspcet there are a lot).If we haven't
got your address we can't wrilte, -



fnd, before we close, who plays cricket? We npay be
organising an oddsocial match on a Saturday or Sunday, and
we will went eleven players, Nobody nced be modest - the
Editor of 458 SQULDRON NEWS will probably be there and he
suspects that his cricket would disgrace 2 nine year old
schoolboy (he docsn't know beocause he hasn't played for about
five years), inyway let us know if you'll be in i1t, and wheat
you can do,

You can always get in touch with 458 Squadron ¢/o the Air
Force Associlation, 330 George Strect, Sydney, N.S.W. and the
nane and address of the present editor of 458 SOUADRON NEWS 1is

Peter Alexander
22 Carlyle S%reet,
CROWS NEST, Sydney,
NeSeWe



