Herbert Nicholas Leonard Bertram

407025
RAAF
Flying Officer
DOB —29/02/1916
DOD -17/10/1959



AR, ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR PORCE
Vi RECORD OP SERVICE = OFFICER

EXTRACT FROM FORUS P/P.24 & P/P.25

HEPF. HOa RX. 14509 R.48
TAREs F/0. HAME: Herbert Nicholas Leonard BERTRAM NUMBER: 407025
DATE OF BIRTH: 29th Pebruary, 1918,
DATE OF ENLISTHENT 20th April, 1940,
AS ATHHAH ¢
DATE OF DISCHARGE  26th May, 1944,
" A5 ATRMAN3
DATE OF APPOTWTMEW? 27th May, 1944,
[¢] KR 3
BATURE OF SERVICE: Genaral Duties Branch, Citizen Alr Feros,
oalled up for the duration of the war and
e twelve (12) months thersafter,
-2
;-Eg 2  PROMOTIONS Flying Officer 27,11.44,
E‘h-u. POSTINGS & 1 WaheG.8. Ballarat 29. 4,40,
% g St 1‘3-.&-(}-5. Bvans Head . 18-11.-&00
8E~ 4 E.D. Aelaids 180 ledle
— B 1 E.D. Ascot Vale 27. ledls
; :n'a Eubarked Sydney 8y 4.4,
& Disembarksd Bzypt 5o Gedl.
89% Hiddle Bast Paol 6o Bodla
o8~ 117 Squadron - 26s Bodls-
o 468 Squadron . 8410,42,
- ﬂ“*-..._ 21 P.T.0. Be 4’0“.
,a3e I.T.Wa ; 29, 4.43.
'8 d 25 S.F.Te8s ; 17.12. 48,
5"'- 2 1 8. of G.H. 3. 8.4,
%.AE'EB H.Q. R.ALF. Hiddle Bagh 18, B8.44.
£=.2 R.A.F. 8tm, Gianaclis 21.10,44.
-g g "] 22 P.T.C. 4. 1..4:5.
wog 459 Squadron 21. 1.45,
w &2 &“ 11 P-D-H.G. 33- &_'450
A a Embarked U,E. for Australia 30. B.464
£.38 : Diserbaried Sydney Te 7+45,
E-;;g o 2 PuD. Bmﬂﬁelﬂ Par! 7 ?.4’5‘
a"a 2 e 4 P.D. Springlllnk 18, B.45.
oo E § Transferred to the R.A.A.P. Beserve on 5» S.45e
B -
& 2 § FarracamEnTs ReA.P. £ 9. 4441, 6, 7.85.
HOEOURS & AVARDS: R
DATE OF TRAMSFER - bth Ssptember, 1845, E
TO AAAF. RESERVE:
PLACE OF TRANSFER 4 Persomnel Dspot, Springhank,
’ o HE $
CERTIFIED: That the above is a true and correct statement of the

service and of the date, place, and reason for
termination of appointment of the shovenamod officer,
who has gorved cutside Australia in the present war.



117 Squadron RAF
Transport Command
Middle East
Motto : It shall be done
From: 26/06/1941
To :06/10/1942

458 Squadron RAAF
Coastal Command
Middle East
Motto : We find and destroy
From: 06/10/1942
To :19/04/1943

459 Squadron RAAF
Coastal Command
Middle East
Motto : Death to the invaders
From: 20/01/1945
To :24/04/1945



WO/AG Hours

WO/AG Training before departing Australia
29/04/1940 — 09/04/1941

1 W.A.G.S (Wireless Air Gunners School)
29/04/1940 - 18/11/1940
Ballarat, Victoria

Aircraft : Anson 6 hrs
1 B.A.G.S (Bombing and Gunnery School)
18/11/1940 — 13/01/1941
Evans Head, New South Wales
Aircraft : Fairy Battle 5 hrs

Middle East
5/05/1941 — 22/04/1945

117 Squadron RAF (WO/AG — Wireless Operator/Air Gunner)
26/06/1941 — 06/10/1942
(Transport Command) Middle East

Aircraft :
Bombay 150hrs
DCII & DC Il 120hrs 4 sorties
Hudsons 81hrs

458 Squadron RAAF (WO/AG — Wireless Operator/Air Gunner)
06/10/1942 — 19/04/1943
(Costal Command) Middle East

Aircraft : Wellington 191 hrs 25 Sorties



Pilot Hours

L.T.W (Initial Training Wing)
29/04/1943 - 17/12/1943
Elementary Flying Training 25 E.F.T.S

Aircraft : Tiger Moths 81 hrs

23 S.F.T.S (Service Flying Training School)
17/12/1943 - 03/06/1944
Pilot Training

Aircraft : Oxford 160 hrs

1S. of G.R (1 School of General Reconnaissance)
03/06/1944 — 17/08/1944
G/R Nav Course (Unit : 61 A/S, South Africa)

Aircraft : Anson 47 hrs
75 OTU (Operational Training Unit)
23/10/1944 - 05/01/1945
RAF Station, Gianaclis
Aircraft : Baltimore 76 hrs
459 Squadron RAAF (Pilot)
20/01/1945 - 24/04/1945
(Costal Command) Mid East
Aircraft : Baltimore 12 hrs
WAG : 6+5+150+120+ 81+ 191 = 553

PILOT : 81+160+47+76+ 12 =376
TOTAL FLY TIME : 553 + 376 =929 hrs






1940




Fairey Battle Aircraft

“A line up of the Fairey Battle aircraft we use up here, their

good to fly in — 2" Dec 1940”
(1 B.A.G.S Evans Head, NSW)



10/05/1941 — Keith & Nick
This is one of the hottest days | have ever experienced
Here is a mate of mine and myself in the “order of the day”
By hell it was hot mum & dad!!
Note the fly swats
| am getting pretty well blackened up in this climate

17/05/1941 - Alf & Myself are not together now
Jack, Alf, Nick
Note I still have my cameo ring on my little
finger on my right hand
Also my watch is still with me on my left wrist
I just noticed it myself that they come out in the
detail of the picture




Alf /Nick/ Sphinx
07/11/1941
Here we are standing in front of the Sphinx with the famous Chiops Pyramid in the background
Notice that the Sphinx has its nose broken off
This snap would have been better if the camera had been kept lower getting more of Alf & | in the
picture
We are standing about 50 yards from the Sphinx
Nick

All dressed up and nowhere to go






“Waiting my turn to bat sitting in the shade of the fire
tender, Les Morris, Gordon James, Nick Bertram, the scorers
head can just be seen “- June 1942
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117 Squadron RAF History

No0.117 Squadron served as a transport squadron in the Middle East, before moving to Burma
where it carried out parachute supply drops.

The squadron formed at Khartoum on 30 April 1941 and incorporated a local communications
flight and its aircraft. It was also given four Bombays from No.216 Squadron for longer flights.
These were joined in May 1941 by four Savoia-Marchetti S.79Ks and in October by the first DC-2s.
The squadron's main role at this point was to operate the vital Takoradi to Khartoum route, a
series of airstrips that linked the west coast of Africa with the Sudan and Egypt and that was used
to fly vital fighter aircraft to the Middle East. The squadron was also sometimes used to fly
supplies to some of the isolated desert outposts.

In November 1941 the squadron moved to Egypt, becoming part of No.202 Group, Middle East
Command. The Bombays were returned to No.216 Squadron, the communications aircraft
remained in the Sudan and only the DC-2s accompanied the squadron on this move. In December
the squadron began freight flights to airfields in the Western Desert. More changes of aircraft
followed. In March a flight of de Havilland D.H.86Bs arrived, in April the DC-2s went to No.21
Squadron in India and in May Lodestars and DC-3s arrived, to be followed before August by
Hudsons.

In August the squadron began to use its DC-3s for passenger and freight flights to Malta, while the
Hudsons were used in North Africa. In November 1942 the squadron standardised on the Hudson.
In the first half of 1943 the squadron was used to ferry supplies out to the advancing 8th Army
and bring casualties back for treatment. This lasted until June, when the squadron began to
convert to the Dakota.

In October 1943 the squadron moved to India and began to train to carry out parachute supply
drops. The squadron began to fly supply drop missions in January 1944. It was also used to fly the
Chindits into Burma in March-April 1944 and to keep them supplied. The squadron continued to
fly parachute supply missions until the end of the war, apart from a brief period of rest in
November-December 1944. The squadron was disbanded on 17 December 1945.

117 Squadron RAF Information

Active 1Jan 1918 - 31 Jan 1920
30 Apr 1941 - 17 Dec
1945

Country United Kingdom

Branch Royal Air Force

Motto “It shall be done”

EX (Apr 1937 - Sep 1939)

Squadron Codes
LD (Jul 1943 - Sep 1943)
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Bristol Bombay |
117 Squadron RAF




117 Squadron — 07/08/1941 ORB (Operational Record Book)

Daily Summary Sheet
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Daily Summary Sheet

117 Squadron — 13-15/08/1941 ORB (Operational Record Book)
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117 Squadron — 20/08/1941 ORB (Operational Record Book)
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Above : Lockheed Lodestar Il Below : Douglas DC-3 Dakota
117 Squadron RAF

SROUS RO



Above : Lockheed Hudson VI Below : Curtiss P-40 Warhawk
117 Squadron RAF
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458 Squadron RAAF

“Washing day, but all | managed to wash this day

In Egypt late 1942 was a pair of socks” - Nov 1942










June 1943



458 Squadron RAAF History

Over Europe
No. 458 was formed at Williamtown, New South Wales on 8 July 1941. The squadron "originals"
departed for England in August to join other personnel assembled at RAF Holme-on-Spalding
Moor, where the squadron was officially established as No. 458 (Bomber) Squadron on 25
August 1941. Equipped with Wellington Mk.IV bombers, No 458 Squadron soon participated in
its first operational sortie on 20/21 October, when ten of its aircraft joined in night attacks made
by No. 1 (Bomber) Group RAF against the ports of Emden, Antwerp and Rotterdam. In addition
to bombing missions over France and Germany the Wellingtons were involved in mine-laying
operations along enemy occupied coasts. At the end of January 1942 the squadron was
withdrawn from Bomber Command to perform services in the Middle East.
To the Middle East
The relocation to Middle East Command proved to be a chaotic affair. Air and ground crews
were separated as the latter went by boat and the squadron's aircraft were commandeered for
operations by other squadrons from Malta, where they had stopped on their way to Egypt.
When they finally arrived in the Middle East, the squadron's ground crew found themselves
working on the maintenance of bombers operated by the Royal Air Force and the United States
Army Air Force, while the air crew were already being attached to 37, 70, 104, 108, and 148
Squadrons RAF.
In the Mediterranean
Finally, on 1 September 1942, 458 Squadron was re-united at El Shallufa, Egypt and began a new
life of attacking ships and submarines with bombs and torpedoes, maritime patrols, sea rescue
missions, convoy escorts and mine laying operations. In these roles, its aircraft operated from
airfields in Egypt, Malta, Libya, Tunisia, Algeria, Sardinia, and Corsica. The squadron also still
undertook conventional bombing tasks, such as in support of the Allied invasion of southern
France in August 1944. No 458 Squadron moved altogether to the European continent in
September 1944, when it moved its headquarters to Foggia Airfield, Italy, while detachments
were deployed to Falconara Airfield, Italy; Rosignano Airfield, Italy and La Vallon Airfield, France.
Gibraltar
26 January 1945 the squadron was to move one final time, to RAF North Front, Gibraltar. With
the allied liberation of France, and the continuing progress of the Allied campaign in Italy, enemy
submarines and surface vessels in the Mediterranean presented little threat anymore. The
squadron new task was now to roam out from Gibraltar across the western Atlantic, escorting
Allied convoys and searching for German submarines. The squadron was still carrying out these
tasks when the war in Europe ended. 458 Squadron disbanded shortly thereafter on 9 June 1945
at Gibraltar.




From

August 1941
February 1942
October 1942
October 1942
June 1943

February 1944

458 Squadron RAAF Information

Active:
Country:
Allegiance:
Branch:
Role:

Part of:

Motto:
Battle Honours:

Squadron Codes:

Aircraft flown:

Bomber

8 July 1941 - 9 June 1945
Australia

United Kingdom

Royal Australian Air Force
Bomber

Maritime patrol

No. 1 Group RAF, Bomber Command
RAF Middle East Command

We find and destroy

Fortress Europe, 1940 - 1944
France and Germany, 1944 - 1945
South-East Europe, 1942 - 1945
Mediteranean, 1940 - 1943

Sicily, 1943

Italy, 1943 - 1945

FU (Sep 1941 - Mar 1942)

MD (Oct 1942 - Apr 1943)

Vickers Wellington

Aircraft Operated by 458 Squadron RAAF

To Aircraft
January 1942 Vickers Wellington
April 1942 Vickers Wellington

November 1942
September 1943
May 1944
June 1945

Vickers Wellington
Vickers Wellington
Vickers Wellington

Vickers Wellington

Version
Mk.IV
Mk.lc
Mk.Ic
Mk.VI
Mk.XIIl
Mk.XIV






Above : Vickers Wellington GR VIII “Stickleback” in night bomber camouflage
Below : Right - Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress, left - Vickers Wellington
458 Squadron RAAF




We Find and Destroy
(History of the 458 RAAF Squadron Book)

“In the early hours of 28t February 1943, F/Sgt Scott and his crew, 4 hours out on an anti-submarine patrol over convoys called
‘Novel’ and ‘Peewit’, had engine trouble and ditched in the Mediterranean. They had minor injuries but got into their dinghy.
They had three unpleasant hours of darkness before being picked up by a merchantman (SS Destro) and taken to Alexandria and
then, somewhat later, back to the Squadron”

In the photo below - F/Sgt. Frank Baggs, Sgt. Nick Bertram, Sgt “Tich” Woolman, Sgt. Bob Softley, Sgt. Howard Wittaker & F/Sgt
“Scotty” Scott




SS Destro
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DESTRO was built by Dunlop Bremner & Co in Port Glasgow and launched in 1920 for Ellerman’s Wilson Line.
The passenger cargo vessel was 314ft in length. In 1926 it was transferred to J. R. Ellerman & Co.
It was renamed DESTRIAN in 1946. In 1950 it was sold to Deutsche-Levant Line renamed PERGAMON.
The ship was broken up at Bremerhaven 1964




458 Squadron — 27/02/1943 ORB (Operational Record Book)




The Goldfish Club

The Goldfish Club is a worldwide association of people who have jumped by parachute from an aircraft into the
water, or whose aircraft crashed in the water, and whose lives were saved by a life jacket, inflatable dinghy, or
similar device.

Located at the Australian War Memorial - AWM Ref # 90/0702
"-J_."“

THE 6OL

GOLD FOR THE VALUL

GHARLES A_ ROBERINON, HOX. STCRFIARY
REEHIVE WORKS. HONEYPOT LANE
STANMORE - MIDDPLESIX

_ THEIHOKL © WOPDSWOATE 43521 = 4530
TELEGRAMS | “BECIW'  PHONL  LOXDON
CAR/EF Sepbembor 13th, 194f4.

F/0. H.N.L. Bertram,
c/o 1, Ashford Avenus,
Ashford,

South Australla.

Dear F/0O. Bertram,

W/0, Tunney has written me,
giving details of your ditching, and requesting
momborship eof the Goldfish Club on your behalr,

I am therefore pleased to advise
you that your name has been entesred on the membership
lists of the Club, and your badge and official
membership card are enclosed. I hope you like the
dosignec.

) I hope that you were none the
worze for your ditching, and trust that now you are
home again you are nompletely recovering from the
stay in Germany.

Very best wishes ﬁnr the future,
|

/
Yours 1Enurely,
7’

C.A. Robertson,
Hon. Secretary,

TLis Club Fas been made possible by the courtesy of P, 3. Cow (Queensbury) Ltd. In sprraciation ol mray
galiane alemaen,

AWM Ref # 90/0702

This is to Calify that
F/0, H.N,L. Bertranm -
has "mlli{fn{ s w menthes a{ the (,}e/‘:fﬁ’r\ Ch ly
aeaping death by the wse of his EmesgencyDinghy eu
\ ‘ 27th February, 1943,

Wz




Newsietter o182
Winter 2002

Membership is available only to aviators who have ditched in the sea.

www.thegoldfishclub.co.uk

NEW AND
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

NICK BERTRAM lives in Waestern
Australia and has joined as an
Associate member on behalf of his
Grand-father, Herbert Nicholas
Leonard Bertram, who was a pilot on
No 458 (RAAF) Squadron based at RAF
Shallufa, Egypt. On 28 Feb 1943, in a
Wellington Mk VI, the crew were
tasked to fly on an anti-submarine
patrol over the Mediterranean. Due to
engine problems they were forced to
ditch but all got safely into the dinghy.
After 3 hours in the dinghy the crew
were rescued by the merchantman SS
Destro and taken to Alexandria.

Herbert Bertram was killed in a glider
accidentin 1959. Ed

| g - e

S

Picture of SS Destro picking up the crew FS Frank Baggs,
Sgt Nick Bertram, Sgt ‘Tich® Woolman,

Sgt Howard Whittaker, Sgt ‘Scotty’ Scott

i



Late Arrivals Club

(known as the 'Winged Boot or Flying Boot’)
The Late Arrivals Club was awarded to servicemen who bailed out over enemy territory and walked to freedom

Located at the Australian War Memorial - AWM Ref # 90/0702

LATE ARRIVALS CLUB

(Founded Western Desert, June 1941)

ﬁHlS IS TO CERTIFY, that

e Bk 1@t Sergeant H.N.L...Bertrsam...
of . 498 Squadron... R.A.AF.
is hereby nominated a member of the

Late Arrivals Club

l N AS MUCH AS HE, in. Mediterranecan ... .

on..the 27th February, 1943. :
“when obliged to abandon his Aircraft, on the
ground or in the Air,as a result of unfriendly

action by the enemy.

UCCEEDED in returning to his Squadron, on
foot or by other means, long after his Estimated

Time of Arrival:
IT IS NEVER TOO LATE TO COME BACK.



AM Form 78 (Aircraft Movement Card)
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AM Form 1800 (Accident Record Card) Page 1
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1 School of General Reconnaissance (1 S. of G.R)
No 61(A) N.R Course George
Maritime Reconnaissance Course at No. 61 Air School (SAAF)
at George, Cape Province in South Africa
June 1944
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75 OTU (Operational Training Unit) History

Formed 8/12/1942 at Gianaclis (formerly LG226) to train general reconnaissance crews under local
conditions; by 02/1943 it had 28+0 Hudson Il and 9+3 twin engined trainers. 01/03/1943 took over
from No 1 METS the twin engine conversion & refresher flight (5 Blenheim & 3 Baltimore).
10/5/1943 joined 203 Group. 9-10/02/1945 to Shallufa (Satellite at LG91 17/01/1945-09/06/1945).
09/06/1945 training ended, and disbanded 25/06/1945.

Aircraft Used, Anson I, Blenheim I, IV, V, Baltimore |-V, Beaufort | & I, Hudson Ill, V, VI, Ventura V,
and Wellington XIV, with support aircraft Oxford, Argus I, Beaufighter I, Defiant Il, Hurricane llc.
Aircraft Code : Individual numbers only.

Air Britains RAF Flying Training and Support Units since 1912 - Ray Sturtivant

75 OTU - RAF Station ,Gianaclis
Martin Baltimore in the background




75 OTU — RAF Station ,Gianaclis




Martin Baltimores
75 OTU - RAF Station ,Gianaclis




John Gifford (Jack) Rowan RAAF, 407025 Herbert (Nick) Bertram RAAF

Bottom Photo - Left to Right : Jack Scala, Nick Bertram, Jack Rowan , Keith Jessup




Top Photo - Left to Right : Keith Jessup, Nick Bertram
Bottom Photo - Left to Right : Nick Bertram, Keith Jessup, Jack Rowan, Jack Scala







“A snap of me and my crew and one of the Martin Baltimore planes we flew ”
From left to right — Keith Jessup (Navigator), Jack Rowan (Wireless Operator/Air Gunner),
Jack Scala (Air Gunner), Nick Bertram (Pilot)
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459 Squadron RAAF History

Equipped with Hudsons and Blenheims, No 459 Squadron formed in Egypt in February 1942.
Operating in a maritime reconnaissance role, the Unit began an intensive campaign against enemy
shipping, in particular attacking German tank landing craft.

On 28 July 1942, four Hudsons made their first attack on two of these landing craft, damaging one so
badly that it was subsequently beached. In the following months at least twelve of landing craft were
sunk, and soon losses became so heavy that the Germans ceased operating these vessels during the
daylight hours.

Staging through many bases in Northern Africa, No 459 Squadron's Hudsons scored a number of
major successes. In September 1942 the Squadron sank an enemy destroyer, while the following
year a German U-boat was destroyed.

In September 1943, No 459 Squadron temporally changed roles to that of a bomber unit -
conducting day and night strikes against targets on Greece and Crete. After operating Venturas for a
period of four months the Squadron was re-equipped with Baltimores in July 1944. With these
aircraft, No 459 Squadron continued its attacks around the Greek islands until the Unit was re-
located to England in March 1945 - disbanding a month later.

459 Squadron RAAF Information

Active: 10 February 1942 — 10 April 1945
Country: Australia
Allegiance: United Kingdom
Branch: Royal Australian Air Force
Role: Bomber
Maritime patrol
Part of: No 201 Group RAF, RAF Middle East Command
Motto: Death to the invaders

Battle honours:

Squadron Codes

Aircraft flown
Bomber:

Patrol:

South-East Europe, 1942-1945
Egypt and Libya, 1940-1943

El Alamein

Mediterranean, 1940-1943

GK (Feb 1942-1943)
BP (1943-1945)

Lockheed Ventura
Martin Baltimore
Lockheed Hudson
Bristol Blenheim



459 Squadron




Me & Arthur Budd
The parting of the ways 1945
Chivenor Aerodrome, Barnstaple, Devon, England



458 Squadron Meeting — 1950’s
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458 SA ANZAC DAY 1952




458 Squadron Picnic South Australia 1955







458 Squadron — South Australia 1950’s
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Melbourne All-States Reunion 1955

- 458 Squadron News Letter No 23

-  Melbourne 1955 all states reunion



The Editor e , G.P.0.Box 5289,Sydney. .

Vol.7,H0.25. : L ’ ' November,I955.
FROM THE CRUWEATERS “by Mel.Priest.

We have had several social functions,and it falls to me to give these brief
notes as Brian Weodhead is not with us in South Australia. This is a bit of a blow,as
we had come to rely on Brian's capablc services as Secrctary---a post he has held for
about 8 or 9 years. Ris firn has transferred him to Melbourne,but the latest ncws is

thot this may not be permanent,so that we arc looking Dorward to having hino back in the
fold. Bad luck,lclbourne !

’ Our ncw Scerctary is John Ringwood,whilst I have been co-cpted as 'Social
Sueretary'----seemingly for the purposc of writing thuse notes ! Bruce "Flash"
Thomas is cur now Treasurcr. The Comzittec are keeping their heads together
as is eviduneed by our recent shows,and we have well in mind the functions of next
Anzac Day when we do the "Honours'.

On Junc 24th,there was 2 most successful picturc night ot Syd.Bartranm's
business pronises. There were Syd's colour filums of various Squadron functions
and Bruce Thomas followed with colour films and 2 description of his recent 'Round-the-
World' Tour. Attendance about 50,being members and their wives and fricnds. Good
grub and o grog too !

Thun,on September 8th.,we did our cmmual battle with members of the 2nd/43rd.
Battalion Club at their Club Ruons. We pley a variety of team gamus=-~our teail was
the strounger but the laurels finally rcsted with our Hosts after a very closely contested
series. However,I think buth teams broke even on the Becr Stakes.

Most recently,on October 23rd.,we held a combined golf day and family picnic
at the National Park,Belair. Gelfing honours went to Johany Bax,but we suspect he
availed himself of local knowledge of the Course and of loeal rules. For instonce,I
did not read the card until I had finished and only then found out that one could tee up
froum a bad lie on the fairway. When I add that it was guite easy to lose a ball on the
fairway (let us not dwell here on the ruugh !),then you readers will see what an
unneccssary handicap most of us added to our travail. But don't gzo away with the
impression that it was anything but very enjoyable---aond we golfers brought back to the
party a sizeable thirst. Sverything there was ticking along under Bill and fadge
Taylor's (customary) thoughtful and caopable direction. After we had gorged ourselves
on grills and other good fare,we had the kiddies' races--any trouble in
staging which is always fully compensated by their happy smiles when they queue up for
their prizes. I feel I should also mention Johony Bax's fine effort in leading the
"Crogs Country" race=-~--it was worth watching. And so in the late afternoon,after
auctioning everything surplus and ucking sure the keg was absolutely emply,we wended our
homeward ways. As to the total of souls present,I am at a loss because of the
numbers of children everywhere-----and the fecundity of the members of 458 and their
friends never ceases to amaze ric. I will content nyself with listing the names that
readers will remember:;-

Bill Taylor Colin Eanlon Eric Cox John Ringwood
Tom Phillis Harry Bartran Bruce Thomas  Melville Senn
FNick Bertram John Bax Syd Bartram Lofty Trewartha
Ron Badger Ken Russell Michael Allender

Weil Ligertwood (a staunch ally) ond Mel Priest.

T would like to mention that I saw Padre Fred McKzy in Alice Springs a few
weeks ago when I was up there. In the brief time available we had a yarn on older days
and younger faces---though Fred locks no older. It's a mighty fine conception this
Church the Australiaon Inlond lission is building as a memorial to John Flymn,ond is a
worthy addition to the many attractions in Alice Springs. To those who can journey
thus far,lct me add that the recomended tourist season is June to Septenber. '

I finigh===covered with confusion at having written at such length---with a
Social Wote. Congratulations to Ian ind Fay Showell on the recent arrival of a
doughter.

ALL-STATES REUNICON: April 20—251:1’1-,1956- 1t ADELAIDE . Plan now to be there !



Adelaide All-States Reunion 1956
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Vol.7,4c.27. May, 1956.

Fext Year's all-States Reunion is to be in Sydney,where the N.S.W,
Corritiee is said to be cking its plans alrondy. For the gr. .t succuss of the
adeloide Reunicn,the hearticvst congratulations are being oxtondud from 211 quarters
to Bill Taylor,Jchn Ringwood,Ren Badger,John Box and a1l the necbers of the -S.A.Flight,
tow mierous $o bu nued dn detnilyvhose work nade it all possibles
Mombors present during the woricus Adclaide functioms were
BuWuodhead  N.Trewswrtho  BuThomns  W.Taylor T.5howell  A.Scholar  J.Ringwoed
h.Ravenseroft RegePricst Mol Pricst H.Plant ‘T.Phillis  J.Purry JPorkin
C.Michell JMeGlasson S.4clly M.Gocrs Jeweell Puinright R,Drinnan

S Drayscy S.Dickson W.Cribb L.Cex . D.Conway N.Bortron  S.3artran
JdeBax R.Badger Reingove  L.Ewens A«CGrecn Hehshworth I.Beer
R.Rodwell K.Guinecy TeBaker N.Meody K.Russcll  L.Wurr Y Hartin
J.JFisher H.Oliver GeMacDounld MaWhite G.Buthbertson G.Young G.Orchard
RaCock J.Risgley:  Lestewnrt L.Barlow  AJJGWalker CoIrwin  P.Cl.Alexonder

K.Cupper DeFirth R.MeKinma  S,Laning C.Enrding T.Burguss N.Cugley
J.Johnston. - ’ .



Sydney All-States Reunion 1957

THE EDITCR.
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May,I957.

‘This seens a suitable place to list the nomes of 458 ers whocame to one or
nore function during the /+ipc Festival,

DiFirth Gec.Percy
SeLonghurst A.Piggott
W.Archbold C.Nation
B.McXinna  BJMillar
L.Chalners HeGalvin
L.Piggott R.Hansell
G:Catchlove G.Burgess

AJ Jalker
D.Bitnead
J.CsBaker
N.Bertran
T.Mitchell
CeHarkel
FiMahony

J.Preston J.Wadsworth A.Donbkins

X.Guiney -J.Munday
JeFenwick Re.Bailey
3.Currington H.Baines
A.Macraster G.Bradd
T.Fabian A.Jollow

AsGreen
A.Lehdey
B.Male
E«Pureill
RMilner

AJHomuond  B.Murknan  G.F.Coombes
J«Hawke N.Griffiths J.Miller
GeJeBaker - B.liyndon B.Reynolds
“Yank"Martiin C.Irwin T.Waldon
J.Adtken GeBartlett H.Bryant
F.Stron E.Botherington J.Carey
JuWhitten D.Healey D.Cook
H.Skinner P.Pettit C.Corten
B.Carr M.Egan JPratt
J.McGowen  B.Thompson J.Dunn
C.Hoskings G.Cannon GsBalmer
Bs Lanond K.Cr&gﬁ F. Ridge
J.Nichols W.Sullivan D.Whiteman

K.Beach E.Doman
F.Hickey J.Ind
P.Mlcxander BeLord
L.MacDonnell R.Davies
D.Millard ReBurgess
T.Harris B.dstley
L.Barton D.iAnderson
S.Barlow T.Hoore
P,Bailie FeWnrd
C.Hayward B.Turier

H.Marks R.Hills
A.Ashton J.Bevan
R.Tyson

NICK BMRAM who flew ov‘,r fron Adela:.de fbr the' All-States Reuhion is & hopeful starter
. .for next year's Reunion in Perth,



Perth All-States Reunion 1958

THZ H1)1T0}Et. S‘gnﬂu Vol NNME a5} § & EFT ake I8 4k m@;on 5289,G.P.0.,Sydney,N.5 W.,Australia.
REOMIEN,
¥ol.9, ho.}u.

# ,( . S_G'f, S‘fﬁ“t.uo?;wgkh. Apn FamiLy May,1958.

T / ‘The-All States Reunion was held at the Bast Porth Tennis
anb, s‘cart:\.ng afttf ‘bhe Marc 1—-ab(ut 12430, It finished about 9.0y, peme,by. ich _time the.
45 MeMbeTs present, Had, i‘lnlshr}ﬁ 48 gallons of draught ‘beer.  Beford going on to narrate

the story of the Rcunlon thls seems as good. a place as the best to 11“1: the namnes of 458
munbers who éame to this and /or other func‘cn.ons in Perth during the Anzac weeks

Sﬂ? A}aﬂfu;&, W :

Lon Steyart:  "Bubtch" Power F.Barnett Aleo Barras Arthur Budd 'Nundy' Carpenter

ReChossell - Billy Clués ReMoLeod ' J«Cobb = Ben Cormack Tim Dale

DeDaniclé 4% fDiggert: w«tts P.Davies #  Chas Davis!: ‘HiEthorton  Ron Gannaway
CaGeddoB ity “LaGibbons. © « "Pops! :Crigsby TyJewell LiLockhart - Gordon Jones
"ShortyLong ' J, .Hoi'iarty . Tony Main HeManton - P.licCrirthy ~ Allan 'Tiger' Lyons -
"Cu;-ly"@'annor Jim Palmer' - JeGuigley  Lock Simpson Lloyd ‘hmpson Ray Turley

Joe Watson  -Al.Whent - "Prike"Wheeler"Bunny" Willinms Scm Barlow
PiAlexander i FiStroms 0 MSloppy'Hamiond. CyaIrwin . Bric Hunknman

Arthur Green '"Yank'Martin. - Dave Firth' AsScholar  Fick Bertranm "Sonja" Hemy

#47



Brisbane All-States Reunion 1959
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Vrl.10,M0. 39, Hay, 1959,

The n11-5tates Rounion itself.

Aftor the March thirsty

cide Workers Hucreation Hzll,
1 ¢! It was particularly good

_r\:,“u :J(in._-: the Long- s honoars Cor Quoenasland membors with

from Jingo in vh 2 to list the names of 458¢rs

wod durdng the Anzac Peotivitisa:

ace "mnowy" Atherton #
I,00M i

X

W) F.lks (Gl

.

on (Viet,
ron (U, )

LeAeTaylor (6

Lo XnkmAn ’v':.':'.if.)
‘;. nowdon \().,
Mirth (Viet. )
erutt {H.3

) iy
e OWLE

Frad. 3trom (‘!.5.1\'. )
urlirg (N.05.77 )0 tichards: ] (7vise J32Postle (Q.
B.Wnle (0.0 AcConway (Sehe) Ja morm (Qu) G Pradd (1.b. W)
oo )BucLoughlin (G3J.Bex (S.4.) LuMandonnell (0,)  J.unday (Viet.)
T Al exand. b o (;:. ‘. ) :::.Ll’;'y'.l (’\)Q.B'.I‘lf,“.! (I_J-.S. .4.) E.‘elly (Q.]
lWie) LmJ hnoton (‘ }  HeCnrpenter (WA, )HaKell=m (0.)  FoBortram (S.4.)
“laoholar (3.4, Tobutton (00) BuObipmen (W.5.W.) B.Hughes (Q.)
HeZ¥e pHe Dorge (G ) Lohthorbon (4.) BeGarland (9.} - FaBird (0.)
‘ '1,‘...1# (Ca) g Q). Collelyar (7, ) J.Boxtor (Q.) B. Zrnot (0.)
KeCabill (Rs) J,Aliott (%) KeCompbill (0. )d.Cronsu (W} - J.Carter (Q.)
B.llolos (%) Ga Comnora (8 ) ‘ :
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NICK BERTRAM'S PASSING IN GLIDER CRASH,

His Squadron contemporaries and the many 458ers who met him during the
last five All-States Reunions,all of which he attended,will be deeply affected to
learn of his death in a Glider crash near Murray Bridge in South Australia.

Nick served in the United Kingdom and the Middle East with the Squadron.
He flew with 'Dizzy' Dean as an Air Gumner. After leaving 458 he remustered as
a pilot.

In peacetime he had an Engineering business near Adelaide. He leaves
a widow and a young son. 458's deep sympathy to them.

Ron Badge itess . .
of C2CEPr wriles Nick was a very popular member of the S.A.Flight
Committee and had the experience of attending All-States Reunions in every capital

e Prewar,he was a successful speedway rider and rode

with a coolness which impressed all who knew him.
Of guiet disposition but with a keen sense of
humour Nick;after the war formed his own Engineering works and by hard work made
it a successful ventuare,
He built a really beautiful caravan for the
family to get away on weekends to relax. He also took up glider flying at a newly
formed Glub at Murray Bridge which he enjoyed to the full becoming a capable glider
pilot exercising the same cool unflurried manner of his earlier speedway days.
His Air Force careerghis gliding and also his
keen loyalty to 458 all spesk of his love of flying and the air. His friends are
all rather inclined to think that if Nick had to go,he would rather go at his old
love of flying tham in any other way.
Perhaps one of the best ways of judging a man’'s stand-
ing among his fellowmen is to attend his funeral and the I5 458ers at Nick's were a
very small part of the biggest attended fumneral I have been to. We shall always
remember Nick as a good citizen,a good husband;a good father,a good worker for
both his family and the community and lastly as a good 458er.
Stuart Ricketts;who was Nick's contemporary,also writes:
I réad the news of Nick Bertrams death in a glider accident on I7.I0.59
with the deepest regret.
I knew him for many years,dating back to our training days commencing in
April I940 when we were on course with W.A.G.School,Ballarat,No.I Course. Eventually
we met again in the Middle East. 458 had quite a few from that Course on strength.
Tote Peace,Woozle Wurr,Jim McKay,Nick Bertram,the late Johmn Scott,and Jim Brown——
and possibly others that I can't think of at this moment.
During the Sydney All-States Reunion I had the pleasure of accomodating
Nick at my home,quite a memorable reunion that will stay in the mind for many
Years to come.
My deepest sympathy goes to his wife and son.
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SQUADRON CUNFERENCE MEATS IN MAELBOUANE,

The Squadron's Annual Confer mce was held on the Saturday morning of the Anzac
weekend,with Squadron President Jim Munday in'the Chair. Among the gallery listen-
ing to proceedings was Mr.Bertram,father of the late Nick Bertram,who was a delegate for
South Australia at many previous Comferences. After hearing reports from the Squadron
officers and from each Flight,Conference considered a lengthy agenda.

C.u..ATER COMMENTS, from Arn Scholar,74,Corunna Ave,Melrose Park,S.4.

The second part of pur day was the laying of a wreath at our dedicated Tree
t . the West Beach airport. On this occasion we combined with fellows from other
Squadrons,namely 455,460,86 and B.A.A,F, Malaya;all having their own trees. Thers were
over I00 present and the ceremony was televised. Howard Bertram,the twelve-years-old son
of Nick;laid our wreath. Padre Shepherd officiated--our thanksto him for his valued help.
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: Jand was an ex-speedway |

it to earth,

+out of the spin, but an-
jother spin flung the’

Bertram, 42, ©

way, Keswick;
his glider cra
ray Bridge to

His wife saw . hifg
crash. R
_Mr, Bertram was Manag--|

Y or--of-~-Beriram .|
mefmm% . Qo, Anzag-p
Highway Keswick.

He-was 3 member of the |
Adelaide Motor Cycle Club

‘motor cycle rider.’
Bertram a former RAAF'
pilot  was Tatally injured
‘when the glider, g single-
seater Kingfisher. spun 800

In what were described as -} -
ideal gliding conditions.
Bertram's machine spuil.
ouf of control. i

tram fought his way:

machine downward. i

The glider plunged into-
the ground at Pallamana,
six miles north of Murray
Bridge,

Police are standing

guard over the wreckage
while Department of €ivil
Aviation officials investi~ |-
gate the cause of the
crash,
- The Australian Gliding
Pederation. which has.
just started a special eanip
at Gawler, will send a spe-
clai accident investigation
feam to the scene,




SA GLIDER

Mr, Bestes

Gliding  amd Alivil
Aviation - Depiriment
anthorities  yesterday

cattinned 1thelr mvesi-
alinphs ima the suose
of Saturday’s fatal glider
crash near Murray Bridge,
but were unakle to an-
neunce any finding. .

Adelaide buginessman
and former RAAF Dnilot
Herbert Nicholas (“Nick")
Leonard Bertram, 4%, of
Anzae_ Highway, Keswick,
was Xilled by thé crash.

He died in an ambu-
lance .soon afler the single-
seater Kingfisher he was
Nying erashed into a barley
field about half 2 mile [rom
the launching point at Pal-
lamana, near Murray
Hridge, :

The macnine, nwned by
the Great Eastern Gliding
Club, was extensively dam-
aged.

Mr. Beriram had bcen &
cluh member for ahout 12
months and had fliown the
glider many times hefore.

He had been Iin the air
ahout eight minutes, on
his second fAight for the
day, when the glider spun

?own from about 1,

L.

Ohservers said the glider
‘appeared 1o recover [rom
the spin_at about 500 It.,
‘but had immediately again
spun to ihe ground.

'DOGTORS ON SPOT|

Two doctors who were;
at the Pallamana gliding .
field weni to the wreckage

and gave Iimmediate as-

sistance to Mr. Bertram,

He was taken to the
‘Miutrray  Bridpe  hospital

|
|

and died while being trans-;
ferred in an ambulance to}

_the Royal Adelaide Hospl-

lal,

_ Constahles G. Waye and
‘M. Calliss, .of Muray,
i Bridge. are preparing a

report for the roroner,

Civil Aviation Deparl-
menl investigalors  yes-
terday conferred with of-
ficipls. of the Gliding
Federalion of Amnstralia
an Lhe pnssible causes of
the ¢rash,

Bath orpganisalions are
preparing reports on the
acetdenl. .
© Mr: Bertram, who Wwas

.masried,- with .one son, .

"Haward, 10, was a son of
AMpr. Herberl V. Berlram,
ol Reid avenue. Ashford,

5

a memher of West Torrens

FCouneil.

‘In the Middle East. he:

‘suevived several air mis-
- haps,
wel]l Knawn  as A Mmooy

ryele speedway rider.
Hr establighed thr Berl-

‘ram  Enpineering Cn.. of
swhich hie was  mManaging

gdireclor,

Hefore the war he was
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MYSTERY SPINS IN A GLIDER

A pilot, who had been trained on powered air-
craft by the R.AALF, during the war years, turned
his interest to gliding in 1958 and by October of
last year he had experienced 133 glider launches
involving almost 14 hours of flight time, The
club to which he belonged had a flying day on
17th October, 19592, and during the morning be
was winch-lsunched in & Kingfisher glider, remain-
ing aloft in thermals close to the airfield for about
12 minutes. Six minutes after landing from the
first flight he was launched again in the Kingfisher
and was seent eircling for some time at a height
of about 1,000 feet, three-guarters of o mile down-
wind from the airfield.

Some fifteen minutes after the second launch-
ing, observers on the ground saw the glider come
out of a medium turn to the right and hold a
heading towards the airfield for a fow scoonds,
Then, withow! warning, the nose dropped and the
ghider spun to the right for about three turns and
recovercd to fevel fight at a height of about 400
fect. Although the glider was then laterally level
it appeared. even from the ground, to be unsteady
in the pitching plane and within ten seconds it
spun again (o the right and struck the ground in
an almost verlicn] attitude and overturned. The
pilot died shortly after the accident from injuries
received in the impact.

The circumstances in which these two spins
occurred and the observed behaviour of the air-
craft suggested at the outset that they had not
been voluntarily undertaken by the pilot. Con-
siderable care was therefore taken in assessing the
airworthiness of the aircraft. It had been properly
inspected by a qualified club officer prior to Might
on this day and a thorough post-accident exsmina-
tion of the glider failed to reveal evidence of any
defect which existed prior o the accident or of
any other condition which might have contributed
to it

The possibility of the pilot experiencing some
physiological disability whilst in the air was also
explored and, although obviously no firm con-
clusion on this point could be reached, there is
no evidence that this pilot would be any more
lizble to sudden collapse than most other pilots
currently flying.

Although these spins occurred in the approach
area to the landing field and wt o lower height
than could be considered safe the evidence of club
instroctors and members all indicated that the
pilet was normally careful and conscicntions in
respect of the pliding rules, He was also regarded

22

as being guite proficient and in current practice
in respect of spin manoguvres in the Kingfisher,
It is difficult to believe that a careful pilot would
have voluntarily initiated these spins in such cir-
cumstances or that o proficient pilot would have
failed to regain and retain control of the glider
in the airspace available, There iz also the fact
that in the brief period of level flight between
the first and the finad spin the observed behaviour
of the glider was such that it appeared to be not
under positive control.

It has not been possible in the face of this con=
flicting evidence to determine what was the cause
of this accident, but the preponderance of evi-
dence points to the possibility that something
occurred to either the pilot or to the aircralt which
induced a loss of control from which recovery
could not be effected. The details of this 2ceident
are published not with the aim of making any
particular safely point, but with the hope that
some obscure but useful purpose may he served,
If the mental exercise involved in pondering the
possible causes of this accident leads a glider
pilot to a careful analysis of his own flying habits
the efforts will not have been wasted,

AVIATION SAFETY DIGEST
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Spin Jest

by Harry Schneider

Following the fatal accident
to the Kingfisher VH-GHD at
Gilgandra (N.SW.) on Jan-
uary 6, 1959, and a further
accident to Kingfisher VH-
GLB at Murray Bridge in Oct-
tober, 1959, | carried out
flight tests to investigate the
results of . . .

1. A rudder cable comin
off, as presumed by the DC
report, reference 16/24/5 of
October 7, 1959, and

2. The loss of elevator con-
tron during a spin.

PREPARATIONS

The starboard rudder cable
spring was detached so that
the full load of the port rudder
pedal spring could pull the
rudder to port.

The result is the same as
having the rudder cable come
off the starboard pedal.

The starboard pedal was
held loosely in place by a wire
running from thte pedal up to
the cross member on bulk-
head No. 1. This was done to

prevent the pedal falling
rearward. 1
18
investigate stall and spin
characteristics under these

circumstances.

To my surprise, the aircraft
gave the usual stall warning
at approximately 38 mph. and
did not spin. As it stalled it
rolled back to level flight.

CONCLUSION

The loss of one rudder
cable , and the resultant app-
lication of opposite rudder by
the spring, does not cause a
dangerous situation.

Admittedly, if it happens
close to the ground on the
approach with a pilot likely
to become excited, a difficult
situation could arise.

SECOND FLIGHT TEST

On a second test flight, a
spin was produced with both
feet off the rudder pedals and
the spring pulling the rudder
to port.

The recovery was instant
with the use of elevator and
aileron control only. My feet

AUGUST, 1960

FLIGHT TEST

The test was carried out in
Kingfisher,ES-57/2, Serial No.
28, at Gawler Aerodrome,
South Australia, on October
21, 1959. Launch was by
aero-tow to 7000 feet.

On aero-tow, with both feet
off the pedals and the port
spring pulling the rudder to
port, the glider followed the
tug with little yaw.

After release, with both
feet off the pedals and the
airspeed decreased to 45 mph,
the glider yawed approx-
imately 259 to 30° bank.
Rolling back to level flight
was normal.

Next, | applied aileron to
starboard with the rudder
spring still applying rudder to

| was able to produce turns
with 252 to 30° bank to star-
board quite safely and control
of the aircraft was good
enough for me to continue a
cross country flight under
these circumstances.

While doing a turn to star-
board, | reduced speed to

AUSTRALIAN GLIDING

were off the pedals through
out the spin and recovery.

This test was carrier out in
spins to both the left and
right.

On the next test, spins to
the left and right were carried
out. Recovery was made with
the elevators held hard up and
only the ailerons neutralised.
My feet were off the pedals
throughout the spins and re-
coveries.

The recoveries from these
spins were instantaneous.

CONCLUSION

It was found that spinning
with crossed controls required
only the elevator or aileron
neutralised to stop spinning.

Rudder position under these
circumstances, against recov-
ery from spin, had no adverse
effect.

(The tests, of course pro-
duced only small amounts of
rudder angle under the cir-
cumstances).
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VH — GNC Edmund Schneider Limited ES-57
KINGFISHER Il 1962

Photos taken at Jandakot Airport in Perth, WA 14-06-2013
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L-R : Keith Jessup & Nick Bertram
North Africa 75 OTU Camp, late 1944/early 1945

L-R : Gwen Jessup (Keith’s Wife) & Nick Bertram
Perth, 10/11/2012




Nick Bertram (Grandson of Herbert “Nick” Bertram)
PH: 0428509980
Email : nickbert_81@hotmail.com



