
406705 WO BRYAN ANDREW (“JOE”) WATSON 

W.O.A.G. 

ENLISTED 3RD MARCH 1941 

DISCHARGED 11th MAY 1945 

 

Joe Watson was born in Perth.  He was christened Bryan Andrew, but when his mother first saw 
him, she said he looked ‘Just like a little joey’ - he was known as Joe for the rest of his life.  Joe 
married Phyllis Gray (Phyl) on 4 November 1940 and they had five children: 

 

  Bryan Phillip (Zoom), born 1945, KIA South Vietnam 1966 

  Lorraine Anne (Annie), born 1946 

  Cynthia (Cynthia!), born 1947 

  Carolyn Faye (Sue) born 1949 

  Sandra (Sandra!!) born 1951, died 2012  

 

My family connection with Joe, I am married to Joe’s third daughter Sue.   As you may notice, the 
family have a knack for not using birth names!  

Joe joined the RAAF in 1941, and after completing his basic training with 12 Course, he completed 
his training with 70 OTU in Kenya. He joined 84 squadron RAF, and was then posted to 458 
Squadron on 5 March 1943, where he served in Wellington Bombers. 

During his service, Joe’s aircraft was shot down over the Mediterranean Sea, and he and a colleague 
were adrift in a dinghy for several days.  During that time, Joe’s colleague sadly died, and Joe buried 
him at sea.  He lived on just a few sips of water per day, until rescued by a US aircraft after seven 
days. 

The family have a newspaper article covering Joe’s crash and subsequent rescue. 

After his discharge, Joe and Phyl owned a number of deli/grocer shops in and around the Perth 
metro area, and for the last 10 years before his retirement, he worked for the Water Corporation in 
Perth.  

In retirement, Joe and Phyl enjoyed travelling around Western Australia in their caravan, until Phyl 
developed dementia, and Joe effectively became her full-time carer for the last five years of her life. 

Joe died in 2005, in the presence of his three surviving daughters, and will always be remembered 
as a brave but modest man, who, like many others, spoke very little of his wartime experiences. 

  



 

 


