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ANZAC DAY Thursday 25-Apr-2024 

 

VICE-PRESIDENT REPORT 

“They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old” 

Another year passes and “The Ode” rings true even more for those of us past our Spring and Summer, and into the 

Autumn of our lives. 

Another ANZAC Day for our young people (children, young adults) and “The Ode” gathers more meaning for them too. 

Thank you to the Executive Committee for all the work in the past year. 

Thank you to everyone for your support, in all the ways that you can, including just being here today. 

As always, we honour our loved ones who served to help win the freedoms we enjoy today – freedom from despots, 

dictators and ideas made into law that will eventually come to nothing. We think of all from 458 that never came back. 

To that point, this year, let us honour: 

SGT Athol Louis OPAS, Service Number – 400354, Date of birth - 08 Nov 1920, Place of birth – Caulfield, Victoria. Place of 

enlistment - Melbourne. 

Athol’s father, Joseph, signed his joining papers. Athol’s personnel file says his religion was Jewish, that he attended 

Melbourne High School, and that he was employed as a leather worker before enlisting. 

From his 41-page Personnel File we can see his postings: 
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Athol took part in 458’s very first operation against Germany on 20-Oct-1941. He was a front gunner. From page 8 of 

WFAD: 
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From the 458 Unit History, pages 15, 17, 20, 40: 

20, 22, 29-Oct-1941, 27-Dec-1941, 7-Jan-1942 based at Home -on-Spalding Moor. 
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From the Chapter 1 of the Official Squadron Albums: 
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Then the decision was made and orders given on 14-Feb-1942 to move 458 to the Middle East (pg 21 of WFAD 2002 edn) 

From WFAD: 
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Aircrews, having ferried their Wellingtons to Egypt, returned to Britain via a number of stops, including Lagos, Nigeria. 

Athol and other 458ers enjoying the beach. 

 

At just 21 years of age, Athol was killed in action while on detachment with 108 Squadron RAF on 12 Aug 1942. The 

detachment is described on page 63 of WFAD 2002 edn, 108 Sqn RAF having formed at Kabrit, Egypt. It had Wellingtons, 

and prior to that, Liberators. 

From 108 Squadron RAF Unit History: 



 

Page 9 of 14                                                                                                 “Lest We Forget” 

 

 



 

Page 10 of 14                                                                                                 “Lest We Forget” 

 

 

He is remembered with honour at the Commonwealth War Grave, Alamein Memorial, El Alamein War Cemetery, Egypt. 

And we honour him now. A Jewish eulogy: “May Athol’s memory be a blessing for all”. Lest We Forget. 
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Eric J. JEWELL Award Applications: 

1.  An application from 327 AAFC Squadron, located in Gungahlin, ACT (13 km north of Canberra city), with 114  Cadets 

and 14 Adult Staff. 

 

 

Their submission is to support a 17 year old cadet who is experiencing significant hardship (no way of getting to and from 

the weekly parade night, etc). 
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2. An application from 604 AAFC Squadron, located in Hamstead Barracks, Greenacres, SA (10km north of Adelaide), with 

over 120 cadets. The Squadron actively supports the SA/NT Branch of the National Malaya-Borneo Veterans Association 

Australia with a catafalque party at the annual Malaya-Borneo Veterans’ Day Service. 

 

 

Their submission is to purchase 4 glass-fronted display cabinets to house the Squadron’s library books (historical & 

aviation, etc) and display their trophies & memorabilia. They have commented that they would take great pride in naming 

the library ‘They Flying Officer Eric Jewell Library ‘. 


