ANZAC DAY Saturday 25-Apr-2026

VICE-PRESIDENT REPORT
“They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old”

What they did for us, the men & women of that generation, needs to be underlined again and again each year.

Hello and welcome to you all.

A hearty thankyou to the Executive Committee for all the work in the past year, and thank you to everyone for your
support, in all the ways that you can, including your presence here today.

We honour our loved ones who served all those years ago, in order to win freedom against insane ideologies that just
plain and simple DON’T work! Either then, now or ever!

It’s an honour to pay tribute to one of these men. This year it is:

Born in 1914 to British parents, John & Mabel Ellis, in Plympton, South Australia, a full year before the Gallipoli landings.
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Bob’s personnel file is available on the National Archives of Australia website. He enlisted on the 14" of July 1942 (age 28).
This excerpt from page 13 shows the dates of his training and movements:
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Bob arrived at 458 Squadron on 20-Aug-1944, only 5 days after the “second D-Day” Allied forces invasion through
southern France. About 4 months after arriving, and part of a Detachment to Ancona, Italy, Bob and the crew’s tragic
deaths occurred (refer second last paragraph at the bottom of page 170, of “We Find and Destroy”). He was just 30 years
of age, and the other crew members even younger:
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From the 458 Unit History on the National Archives of Australia website, pages 722, 735:
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The resting place for Bob Ellis and the crew of Wellington NB864 is:

PSRRI

W/O  R.Ellis
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W/O Robert Ellis, and all the crew of Wellington NB864 ... Rest in Peace ... Lest We Forget
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Eric J. Jewell Award Submissions:

1. A submission from 3 Wing AAFC (NSW & ACT), located in with over 3,500 Cadets and 500 Staff. Their submission is to
support the 85™ Anniversary celebrations.

2. A submission from 412 AAFC Squadron, located at East Albury, NSW to support some of their cadets who have to travel
from remote locations to/from weekly Squadron parades.

Page 8 of 9 “Lest We Forget”



3. A submission from 309 AAFC Squadron, located at Holsworthy, NSW to support the purchase of banner, banner belt,
pole and finial.

4. A submission from 234 AAFC Squadron, located at Caboolture, QLD to support the purchase of field rucksacks for
multiple use on bivouacs.
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