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Vale
Rick Michell.
Son ofthe Late Flying Officer Colin Michell .
South Australia Flight

ELIGHT REPORTS

Victoria Flight Report by Roland Orchard

Our sincere condolencesgo out to the Michell family after the
passingof the South Australian Flight CorrespondentRick Michell.
2 E Adadghier, Ali, emailed me in Januaryletting me know of the

sadnews.Rick had beenill for afew yearsand passedon the 7t
December2025 at Laurel Hospice(Flinders Medical Centre) aged
75 yearsold. Thankyou, Rick,for all of your South Australian
Flight reports and organising outings for the 458 Squadron
AssociationMembers. Restin Peacemate.

Melbourne CBD 2026ANZAC Day Preparations

As we find ourselves already a quarter of the way through 2026,
preparations for ANZAC Day are progressing steadily. Members
are actively involved in coordinating activities and finalising
arrangements to ensure the commemoration is meaningful and
well-organised. The spirit of ANZAC continues to unite us as we
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approach this significant day on our calendar, reflecting on the
service and sacrifice of those who came before us.

All members wishing to attend please form up on Flinders Street
north side, east of Swanston Street. Look out for the 458
Squadron Banner. Form up time is 10am and step off time is
slated for 10:50am. Click on the following link to RSL Victoria
website for Order of March by Unit and Map of March Formation
Area links.

Commemoration March | RSL Victoria

After the march we hope you can join us for lunch athe
Observatory Cafe a two minute walk from The Shrine

Royal Botanic Gardens

100 Birdwood Avenue

Melbourne VIC 3000

Menu | All Day Dining & Patisserie

Malta 2025 Reunion Reflections

The memories from the Malta 2025 Reunion remain vivid in my

mind, though with time, the experience feels as if it is gently
AAAET ¢ ET O OEA OAAIIT 1T &# OAEA ) O
wonderful people, and encounter moments that so many may

1 AOAO EAOA OEA AEAT AA O A@GPAOEAI
blur, the photos serve as a wonderful reminder that the event

truly happened. Looking back, | have come acrosdew more

photographs that did not make it into the last Edition, and | am

pleased to share them here as a testament to the unforgettable

moments we enjoyed together.

¢ NA 2 y Q AVallets,dlta |



https://rslvic.com.au/anzac-day-melbourne-2026/commemoration-march/
https://theobservatory.melbourne/
https://theobservatory.melbourne/
https://theobservatory.melbourne/
https://theobservatory.melbourne/
https://theobservatory.melbourne/menu/

The streets of Valletta Malta near Osborne Hotel

Shoreline of Malta facing SSW towards Tunisia
Note therain showers over the Mediterranean
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Flying Officer Colin Edgar Michell

¥ enlisted in the RAAFat the age of 25n the 4th
,  January, 1941, at the Nab Recruiting Centrdn

= | Adelaide, South Australia.

i | After completing training as a Wireless
Operator/Air Gunner FO Michellwas posted to
the UK for further training. After more

o extensivetraining he was sent to the Middle
Eastwhere he was eventuallyposted to

458 Squadronwhere hecompleted 24
Operational Sortiesbetween 300 April and15% September, 1943.
He wasCommissioned orthe 15" October, 1943to the rank of
Pilot Officer and subsequently promoted to the rank of Flying
Officer. After extensive duties as an instructor in the Middle East,
FO Michell was posted back to Australia and walscharged from
the RAAFSth February, 1945where he went back to his civilian
job as a wool sorter.

For many years #&er the war Colin Michellwas an active member
of the 458 Squadron Association, South Australia Fligh€olin is
pointed out in this photo taken on ANZAC Day 1®# 1 1 ET 8 O OT 1
Rick eventually became the 458 Squadron Assation South
Australian Flight Correspondent until his recent passingRest in
Peace Colin and Rick. Lest We Forget.

=177

Coun EfMuaonew AnZ A Day \9%9g

5| Page



ﬁ Queensland Flight Report by Brett Taylor

| think our association needs to take a bow, considering that ours is
one of only 6 RAAF Associations producing regular/annual
newsletters since WWII. According to Dr Google, 458 association has
been the most active, while other RAAF squadron associations are
31, 24, 18, 3 and 2. There are some RAF squadron associations that
have also kept this up.

Following the December newsletter that included a visit to the six
458 graves at the Commonwealth WWII Cemetery at Ancona, |
received correspondence from Brad Reynolds, a relative of Warrant
Officer Robert (Bob) Ellis buried in that cemetery. Bob was Great
Uncle to Brad. Brad kindly sent me photographs and more
information about Bob, his crew and the night of the accident, which

| have included below.

Studio Portrait of Bob Ellis
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Back row from left: Navigator 425388 W.O. John Hendry Maurice
('Doc') Watson; 427504 W.A.G Patrick John (Jack) Farrell; Captain and
first pilot 416371 W.O. Gordon George (George) Simons.

Front row from left: 2nd pilot 419785 Flt Sgt Kenneth (Ken) James
Leslie; 420068 W.A.G. Henry (Harry) Samuel Shying; 427457 W.A.G.

Robert (Bob) Ellis.

¢ X0
A o

There is some debate as to whether or fBob Ellis and Jack Farrell
are named correctlyn this photographThe person who originally
provided the names (and who was going from memory from 40 years
previously) had them opposite to the way they are listed above but

. 20 Q4 . Ak ganpéniddber, was sure that the bottom right is
Bab.
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Squadron Operation leading up to thaccident:

Armed reconnaissance by up to six Wellingtons on each night of
favourable weather continued during December to scour the

northern Adriatic for enemy naval or supply shipping, but without

result. The Squadron Operations Record Book (A50) records the
F2f€26Ay3 ahy GKS yAIKG 2F mMokmni
from Foggia, Italy were detailed to carry out an armed

reconnaissance from Maestro Point coastwise to Cape Salvere. No
coastal sightings were made. Weather deteriorated during the

patrols and three of the aircraft were diverted to Falconara. Two of

these landed safely, but when NB864 arrived over Falconara they

were unable to permit him to land and at 0210 hours the aircraft was
diverted to Jesi the next aerodrome about 7 miles away. It appears

that the aircraft overshot Jesi and crashed into a hillside. Later the
aircraft was found burnt out some 10 to 12 miles south west of Jesi
YR ff 0KS ONXg YSYOSNER HSNBE {Af

Extract from Herington, J. (John) (406545) Air War Over Europe
19441945, Australian War Memorial, Canberra, 1983age 335

On the night of 13th December an aircraft and its crew were lost

near Falconara. Warrant Officer G. Simons was on recce with five
other crews (captained by Warrant Officer Richards, Warrant Officer
Cameron, Wing Commander Mackay, Warrant Officer McCann (RAF)
and Warrant Officer Drinnan). Treewereno hostile sightings. The
weather deteriorated during the operation and three of the

2 SffAy3Id2z2ya 6SNBE RAOSNISR (G2 CktO
those diverted. Two crews landed safely at Falconara but Simons was
not allowed to land. He was again diverted, this time to Jesi, seven
miles away. It appears he overshot Jesi and crashed into a hillside.
His radar cannot have been working properly, but he was heard
speaking over his VHF transmitter up to what must have been the
moment of impact
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Funeral of Warrant Officer Bob Ellis
Further details of each of the crew:

Warrant Officer Robert ELLIS

Service No: 427457

Born: Plympton SA, 14 April 1914

Enlisted in the RAAF: 14 July 1942 (at Perth WA)

Son of John and Mabel Ellis, of Mt. Lawley, Western Australia.
Remembered: Panel 106, Commemorative Area, Australian War
Memorial, Canberra ACT

Remembered: Cenotaph Undercroft, State War Memorial, Kings Park
WA

Flight Sergeant Kenneth James LESLIE
Service No: 419785

Born: Coburg VIC, 1 May 1922

Enlisted in the RAAF: 30 October 1942
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Son of John and Ethel Leslie, of East Brunswick, Victoria, Australia.
Remembered: Panel 106, Commemorative Area, Australian War
Memorial, Canberra ACT

Warrant Officer John Hendry Maurice WATSON

Service No: 425388

Born: Brisbane QLD, 12 October 1920

Enlisted in the RAAF: 1 February 1942

Son of John Andrew and Minna Pauline Watson; husband of
Margaret Joyce Watson, of Longreach, Queensland, Australia.
Remembered: Panel 106, Commemorative Area, Australian War
Memorial, Canberra ACT

Warrant Officer Henry Samuel SHYING

Service No: 420068

Born: Redfern NSW, 20 January 1913

Enlisted in the RAAF: 10 October 1941

Son of Horace Edward and Charlotte Shying; husband of Brenda
Florence Shying, of Strathfield, New South Wales, Australia.
Remembered: Panel 106, Commemorative Area, Australian War
Memorial, Canberra ACT

Warrant Officer Gordon George SIMONS

Service No: 416371

Born: Findon SA, 6 April 1918

Enlisted in the RAAF: 24 May 1941

Son of Thomas Edward and Amelia Isobel M. Simons; husband of
Margaret Simons, of Sandringham, Victoria, Australia.
Remembered: Panel 106, Commemorative Area, Australian War
Memorial, Canberra ACT

Remembered: World War Il Honour Roll, National War Memorial of
SA, North Terrace, Adelaide

Warrant Officer Patrick John FARRELL
Service No: 427504
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Born: Subiaco WA, 23 December 1915

Enlisted in the RAAF: 19 July 1942

Son of Patrick Joseph and Eileen Christina Farrell, of Kalgoorlie,
Western Australia.

Remembered: Panel 106, Commemorative Area, Australian War
Memorial, Canberra ACT

Remembered: Cenotaph Undercroft, State War Memorial, Kings Park
WA

Wellington Mk XIV Model Kit 1/72

Brad is a keen aircraft kit modeller and he shared some
photographs of hisWellington Mk XI\nodel with me, that already
came with markings for 458 Sgadron. He mounted it onto a
squadron crest.
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This has inspired me to order the same kit, maybe one of only a
handful left.

[ YIscl T W 20001 k+ wWNeal | 1J

In late February | visited Adelaide for a family reunion. While | had

the opportunity, | delivered some WWII documents | inheritiexn

my fatherto the South Australian Aviation Museum, as he had lived

most of his life in Adelaide. While | was there, | was particularly
AYUOSNBAUGSR Ay GKS CNI}aSNIblaK Chbp
that was used primarily in Wellington and Lancaster bombers. |

noticed that the metal structure was considerable and necessary to
support the armour protected turret, guns amdexiglass. Some

panels of bullet proof glass were incorporated in front of the
Jdzy y SNRa FIFHOSd | 26SOSNE gKSy 2217
position. | was staggered by the restricted view these men had to see
ahead, let alone see enemy aircraft. Clearly it would have been a
cramped and cold experience.
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FrazierNash hydraulically powered front turret of the Vickers
i JGGRUNDqYUWHYGAHWI Alls Raé WRakt Was YL
guns.
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Reconnaissance Aircraft Colours

| have always wondered why 458 Mk XIV Wellingtons operating in
the Mediterranean area were painted white on their sides and
undersides. Admittedly the white was often paired with grey or extra
dark grey on top.

Apparently, the white paint used by Coastal Command for anti

ddz2o YF NAYS FYR YIENARYS aGNRA1S NRtSa
silhouette against the sky, allowing it to surprise surfaced

submarines.

Brad told me heead that U-boat sightings doubled once they
changed to a white underside as they were harder to spot in the
air with the glare of the ocean and cloudsDuring daytime that
makes sense, but it seems strange to me that planes operating at
night and painted white underneath would have been easier to
see against a dark sky background. It makes me wonder what the
aircrews thought when they went to pick up their newly painted
aircratft.

On a side note, the reconnaissance Spitfires were painted pale

pink in order for them to blend in better with their cloudy
surroundings particularly for low level flights.

| hope this record provides new information for 458 relatives and
friends.

| can be contacted obtaylorc6@gmail.com
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1* United Kingdom Flight Report by Keith Wilkinson

| start with the wonderful news that our squadron cepresident
Charles Humbles has celebrated his 1@4birthday.

Relatives were at his home to sing happy birthday as he blew out
the candles on his cake.

On behalf of the squadron association, | gave him some taster
bottles of spirits. Charles is keeping alive a tradition of a tot a day
O EAADP EEI OAl £ EAPPUS ) O OOAA
of a whisky man- a tipple he takes with ginger ale.

Charles has never forgotten his time with the squadron and, from
time to time, we still talk about the old days and the characters he
remembers.
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chat occasionally about one of our shared favourite topicsold

movies and the true greats of the past like Charles Laughton.

Talking of greats from the pat

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

(Ed. A very Happy Birthday to Charlie and Bill from all 458
Squadron Members from around the world )
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| have been chatting with the widow of

Bruce McKenzie, the legendary

Commanding Officer of 458.

My most recent conversation with her
was in March, the day after she flew back
AOT I +ATUA xEAOA OEABA
family and friends for the New Yeatr.

Bruce z who was killed by a bomb in
| 1978 z was Minister of Agriculture in
| Kenya and he and his wife Christina had
a house by the beach in Mombasa.
| asked her how she and Bruce had met.
I1'TA AO xEOE Ail OOI OEA
- Il EEA OT i AGEET C UT OB6A O

Lt. Col. Bruce McKenzie .
OC 458 SquadraRAAE | BOYS Own Paper or a Biggles adventure
story.

Bruce was sitting on a sofa. This was no ordinary sofa. It was the

one in the office of David Stirling, the man who founded the SAS.

# EOEOOET A xAO x1 OEET C & O 30EOI EI
A CiTTA E£OEATA T £ OODAAAG BIAEAOKHEO
think he asked me to marry him in October and we married the

Al 11T xETC UAAOS8DS

AEA xAAAEI C xAO AO 30 -AOUBO #AAI
David Stirling along with Charles Njongo, Attorney General of

Kenya.
#EOEOOET A OAEA " OOAA OPT EA OOAOU
top 3NOAAOT T8 O4EA ONOAAOTT 1 AAT
Christina will soon be celebrating her 9@ birthday with family in
England.

O) ¢
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ﬁ New South Wales Flight Report by Stephen Bruce

Anzac Day 2026 fast approaching and it's now more than 6
months since our reunion in Malta, wow how time sure flies!

Plans for our Sydney march are now finalised, and we expect a
strong roll up for march with around 20 attendees at our annual
meeting venue,The Castlereagh Boutique Hotel. It certainly

would be great to have more in attendance.

A few important updates for all namely, the commemorative quilt
we had made by Aussie Hero Quilts for Lt. Colonel Nicholas Grech,
Commander of Malta Air Wing has been despatched and received
through diplomatic channels at Australian High Commission in
Malta. A formal presentation will be made by His Excellency Matt
Skelly to Lt. Colonel Grech in appreciation of his efforts in
arranging sucha movingand meaningful experience for all who
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attended the LugaBase visitand commemorativeservice at
appropriate time in the not too distant future.

Earlier in March | was contacted by Malta Tourism Authority's
Public Relations provider, GASBAGR, who are keen to run a story
covering our reunion in Malta focusing on personal history of
their family descendant's recollections of the events whilst
deployed in Malta.

It is also important to acknowledge that the former Maltese High
Commissioner,Mario Farrugia-Borg who | visited in Canberra
assisted mewith the initial contact details of Maltese Tourism
Authority, historical site details and recommended hotel sites
now heads up Maltese Tourism Authority in Melbourne.

Best Regards,

Stephen Bruce

Click on the following link for ANZAC DAYRSL NSWdetails of
form up and step off times in the Sydney CBD

Sydney CBD March | RSL NSW RSL NSW

NOTE FROM ROB WILKINSONSWELIGHT
Greetings to everyone. &ding warm greetings and
reminiscences to all those who made it to Malta.
ITA T /£ OEA OEOAI 66 ) ETAI OAARAA 11
AGAOUIT AR xAO A OAAT omcNdmgra,l £ OOEA
$AOEAO AT A -A+AuUud68 -U 11 OEAO EAA
years ago, but | had never listened to g until now!
You probably know this, but | figured out it was done prior to the
50t Anniversary Reunionz held at the Gold Coast in 1993, and
those threez giving their apologies for the Reuniory were
sending a message to all those present.
Anyhow, | just thought there may be some out there who were
wondering what it was that | had included on the USB stick.
Click on the link below to open the August 1970 Newslettdo
read about theJubilee(25 year) Squadron Reunioron the Gold
Coast, Queenslandvhenand wherethe recording took place.
1970-84-auqgust.pdf
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https://rslnsw.org.au/commemorations-ceremonies-and-events-portal/anzac-day-2026/sydney-cbd-march/
https://www.458raafsquadron.org/assets/newsletters/1970-84-august.pdf

l\&: Canada Flight Report by Adam & Cate Wagstaffe

The Determined Pilot and his Banjo

Not long after returning from Malta 2025 and following the Remembrance day

aK2¢gAy3d 2F W2 KICAWHRMKIEHSET § TERISE&AS 2y /.

received the following
0Good Afternoon Adam and Cate,

| came across your story on the CBC regarding your Great Uncle Michael and
it moved me in only a way thbAm certain you understand. | have a family
relative who was a Canadian and served with the RAAF 458 Squadron. His
name is Russell Clare Scott, and he was a couple of days shy of his 24th
birthday when their Wellington and crew went MIA.

Over the | ast couple of years and up
Abbotsford, BC | had been working on finding Clare's service records and
anything else pertinent to his time in Malta.

It took me a while, but | came across his complete service records and what had
actually happened to the crew on their Wellington Bomber. My Father and |
spent countless hours discussing what he knew or was told about Clare by other
family relatives. | can offer my assistance and passgawhat | know and what

| have regarding Clare if you like.

Clare's story is very personal for me as | have his 4 string Tenor Banjo that was
sent back to his famiip Manitobaalong with all of his personal possessions.
When | got the Banjo from my Father it was in awful shape. | did a restoration
on it a couple of years ago and it is once again proud and playable.

| sincerely hope to hear from you.

William Mark Turneo
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F.O. RusselClare Scott J 20438 was a pilot with 458AAF Squadron. He
was killed in action, along with his crew, on the night df 2digust 1943. He
and crew are memorialized on the Malta War Memorial Panel 10 Column 1.
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In October 2025 we visited the memorial in Malta and paid our respects to him
and his crew (we will cover the individual stories of the Canadians in the crew
in future editions).

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tv3tGORSBN5SIHMEZ8HOchYe9CHpgm0z8/v
iew?usp=drive web

What follows is a brief recap of CIl ar e
insight from relative and Banjo restorer Willidvtark Turner.

Clare was the first child and son of John George and Ester Ellen Scott from the
small Manitoba town of Minnedosa. 1919 the year that Clare was born, the
town had a population of around 1500.

‘‘‘‘‘

aAyySR2als /| ® MMy d { 2dNDSE 2 A ALSRAL

Mi nnedosa; the name means Afl owing wat
language is fifty kilometers north of Brandon. Prior to the arrival of the

Europeans the area was travelled and used by the nomadic Ojibway, Cree,
Assiniboine and Sioux Nations.

Settlers had pinned their hopes on the site becoming the Assiniboine River
crossing for the Canadian Pacific Rail
rol e went to Br andolargesteity, whobbgpopuldtianb a 6 s ¢
grew from about 15,000 in 1919 to roughly 55,000 today.

The Scottds were a farming family. CI e

Rookhurst primary in the Rural Municipality of Minrtodanah (which covered
Minnedosa) from 1925934.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tv3tG9RSBN5lHmEZ8HQchYe9CHpgm0z8/view?usp=drive_web
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tv3tG9RSBN5lHmEZ8HQchYe9CHpgm0z8/view?usp=drive_web

He was not the best of students, struggled with Maths and had tohimish
grade 9 level via a correspondence course over the winter 0f3#933

f

Source: Manitoba Archive. .
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He briefly attended high school at Roseneath school again in the Rural
Municipality of Minto-Odanah and left school at the age of 15 early in 1935.
But had completed grade 10, part of grade 11 as well as a correspondence
course through the local legion.

After leaving school he completed a-sionth apprentice as a carpenter and

began full time work with Bird Construction, a local contractor with interests in
tractors and horses. Clearly Clare was restless and a teenager, as during this
time he did a stint as a fAHigh CIlimbe
fearl essness and meticulous fisteel 0 t
pil ot ésay.

r
r

He listed hobbies that included boxing, football, softball and riding, as well as
woodwork. At 6 feet and 195 Ibs, flaming red hair and one pupil larger than the
other (from a gun injury), Clare must
Manitoban teenager. Testing his limits as the war clouds gathered in Europe.

And then on September 10, 1939, Canada declared war on Germany. To say
that Canada was unprepared for war was a gross understatement. At declaration,
Canada had an army of 4500, less than 20 front line operational aircraft in the
RCAF and a lowly 6 destroyers in the Navy. (Five years later by 1944, the
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RCAF had over 1500 front line aircraft ~ 7000 trainers in the BCATP and was
the fourth largest air force in the world)

Canada did not have conscription until 1942, prior to that the armed services

were all volunteer. Clare Russell Scott aged 20, volunteered for service with the
RCAF in December 1939. He received hi
Manning Depot, Brandon, Manitoba. In his enthusiasm he likely filled out the
application requesting a preference f
Duty you wish to apply fordo and then

AIRWVIAWS POSHE

NO. 2 MANNING DEPOT, BRANDON, MANITOBA

DECEMBER 1940

N S PR IR e eare ) [ A M R e ey ye—— g e )
S i
M T P ST TR
]
A T RS T i e - YRS
IR TP 1. 7 [ S A TSN 2.1 T T 11 o i IRV A T ST O LRI T A =

SourceThe Commonwealth Air Training Plan Museum/RCAF.info
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And waitedéééeée..and waited.

No word, nothing.
For our determined Clare Scott it was back to the recruitment centre in Brandon
six months later and a new application filled out on July 30. 1940.

With his poor education background, he was likely told that his only chance of
getting into the RCAF was to change his preference to Ground Duties, from
flying and AnGeneral Dutieso as a skil!/

He was given a medical examination, where it was noted that he had in the past
has measles, chicken pox, an appendectomy and broken hand bones. He had a
AMcBurneyo scar from the appendect omy
side of his red hair. Blue eyes, normal hearing and 20/30 uncorrected vision in
both eyes. He was considered fit for category AeriNderfectly fit, mentally,

and physically, for all active service conditions of actual warfare in any

climate.)

This time, progress. Not into the RCAF and training but confirmation that he
was accepted into the RCAF Special Reserve.

The RCAF wadll -preparedor war butalso wasll -preparedor the influx of
Canadian youth volunteering for service at the beginning of the war. So, the
Special Reserve was formed which essentially a pool of volunteers that could be
called on at any time into the Airforce as needs and infrastructure allowed. A
sort of voluntary conscription in a way.

So, Clare returned to farming and the tops of tall trees and waited... and waited.

He was finally recalled to the RCAF recruiting centre in Winnipeg, Manitoba
with a reporting date of February 17, 1941. An application had been filled out
for him on February 11, 1941, requesting assignment to General Ground duties
and his first job was to sign.

He was assigned his service number, R95115, that day. He also met another
recruit and became friends with hiin a man whose service number was only
fifty earlier than Clareds, and whose
beginning with C, and the surname Scott.

Clare Russell Scott R95115 meet Clarence Wilfred Scott R95065. Clarence was
from Key West Saskatchewan. They were not relatives as it turns out, but we
know they formed a bond, such that Clare chose Clarence as the named person
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to be contacted in the event that Clare was a casualty. So, Clarence Scott (no
relative) would have been the first toc

Clarence later served as a Radar Technician with 428 Squadron, RCAF, in
England between 1941 and 1944, where he initially worked on Wellington
bombers. He was awarded the British Empire Medal, survived the war, and died
in Parksville, British Columbia, in 2003. We have since been in touch with his
greatgrandson Jonah in Oshawa, Ontayiqoroof, really, of the extraordinary
directions these newsletters can take us.

So, Clare was in the RCAF and even though he had been summarily rejected for
flying duties, his determination was not done. However, technically he was still

in the Special Reserve Branch and had signed an agreement which stated, in
part, that:

91 I will be liable to be called upon to perform duties not directly or
i ndirectly connected with the trade
Duties. o

1 1 will be required to pass the prescribed examinations and tests before an
RCAF Trade test Board before | will become eligible fermastering to
a higher trade group.

T ETCeéeeéé

That second bullet, could Ahigher tr ac
pass prescribed examinations and tests to go from General Duties to Pilot?
Well, why not, for someone who is determined, there was a way!

And so, Clare completed his six week basic training and then he joined the
Service Police and he studied and policed and studied. On his first day he was
given the lowest designation Air Cadet 2 (AC2). By May of 1941 he was AC1,
briefly acting (unpaid) corporal in June of 1941.

That same month, having taken and passed the required exams and tests, Clare
reapplied to be renustered in the RCAF and was accepted! It is interesting to

note, following his time with the Service Police in the Special Reserve, Clare
now | i sted a possible post war <career

Clare was promoted to Leading Air Cadet (LAC) on August 17 of 1941 and on

September 25 of 1941, the now 22 year old Clare Russell Scott reported to the
Initial Training School (ITS) in Regina Saskatchewan.
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His determination was paying off, but what would they think of him being a

high school dropout? He was demoted back to AC2 (every cadet was at the
beginning of the |1 TS), but his desi gne
hard work was paying off.

The washout rates however, even at this first stage, waS%0of all

Candidates were washed out at ITS for failing navigation, mathematics, theory
of flight, or failing to meet medical/discipline standard$iose who passed ITS
were streamed into pilot, observer, or gunner training, where wastage rates
were significantly higher, especially for pilots.

Clare was in course 37 with 135 other students. The course ran from
September 26 until October 26 of 1941. As well as the theoretical work
including Maths, there was the Link Trainer for flying aptitude:

fMounted on a turntable, the Link Trainer could turn and tilt, climb and

descend in replicating aircraft movement to give the feel of flying. A

panel with instruments found in an airplane cockpit helped to complete

the simulated flight. Both calm and rough flights could be simulated,

along with other realistic difficulties that could be experienced in flying.

With the hood closed, the Trainer could be used to simulate flights in

bad weather or instrument flying at night. Use of the Trainer in schools of

the BCATP schools began in 1940 with an initial purchase of 200 units.

Of more than 10,000 built for Allied forces, half were built in Canada at

the Link plant in Gananoque, Ontarioo ~ Al berta Avi ati on
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Source: Military Aviation Museum
The results for Clare in all areas were outstanding.

An overall mark of 85% finishing 30 in a class of 135 and including individual
marks of:

Mathematics 78%............. Now that was determined
Armament 84%.................. No impact from eye injury
Signals 99%.........cccccceen....

Link 70%......ccceeevvviinnnnnn.e.

Drill 85%...................

*Not recommended for Commissioned Rank (Ed. Tell that to determined Clare)
Recommended fdPILOT training

R e ma rPosted to Alo2 Elementary Flight Training School (EFTS) Fort
William Ontario. This airman renustered from Service Police. He is
dependable and stable with aggressive sdiatl. Is that the same as
determined?He has a limited education but drove himself hard to make an
above average course. He has gooebadination, is confident and should
make an excellent piloto

In addition, there was a further exhaustive medical examination and report. For
Clare, his Medical Report was conducted October 15 of 1941, and after a full

set of prodding, measuring and recordi
|l evel, his job as a 6Tree Climber o anc
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AStrong, rugged, determinddEd . Ther e 0 s abitlslemtmentadlyyr d a g a
but level headed and sensible. Keen to fly. Mature for 22. May be tense and
heavy h(abhdd.edCoonsi dering the extra work
think | would be ATenseo)

The eye examination noted that the 20/30 vision was correctable to 20/20 (a
Pilot level). Clare did an Altitude Tolerance Test in a pressure chamber:

And had no symptoms and the full A: Recommendation for flying to 35,000 feet
or more. The Observations and Findings by the President of the board noted:

fiGood Interest, Keen to fly. Not highly intelligent, poor education, trouble with
maths. Was General Duties until he took more studies and thenstered.
DeterminedEd. Thatword!)t ense, but would not thin
AHi gh C(Ed. hatgob jost gets everyondhe fails it will be because

of slowness of mind and tension. Category /BB the highest standard).
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“G" FLIGHT, No. 2, LTS, RCAF.
REGINA. SASK. - SEPTEMBER. 30, 1941

R Hodges, KD, Hu Hetherington, H. Scott, RC, AW.S Johnson, GA.  Skaife Olawson, GC.  Lantings, SR.  Kemp, DS.
oo e S by VSR bl E a1 Lﬂﬂ“‘ Bty SH e e, R H D5, et Kemnedy, DAL
Third Rew—Kirby, GE. Scott, W, Hodge, RG. Denney, HS. MW/\. cu-ﬁ-.nz !-ﬂ,R-W K.’F:M Joplin, AF.  Carruthera, HA.  King, GL. Hoglund, W.0.

Second Row—Bergey. EK,  Coburn, LG. Beaudry, EJE. ~Burne, éo.uq mﬁi Haich, CA. Fomeweod, HR. Jeokins, K. Lee, WR, James, RL. Hardy, LF.

Holler
Front Row—Rumble, RP.  Crage. LE.  Allen, E.J.  Headey, W.S. Hm.l_ i i.ﬂ. F/O»-‘i'xluu.l".gJ Cpl.Lory, B Lightbown, J1G.  Hellowell, DT,  Johnaen, LA

LS S = P

G Flight No2 ITS Sep.30.1941 ..Russell Clare Scott, top row fourth from left. Source:
Canadian War Museum, Vancouver Island University, Canadian Letters.ca
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“G" FLIGHT, No. 2, LTS, RCAF.

SEPTEMBER. 30, 1941

REGINA. SASK

:
XD, H Seon, RC. S, . Johnaon, GA. Otinon, GC: bs.
ot ey Rl y N oo £ kg me oo Ao e P i S R e

nunw-mvu Scot; W, Hodge,RG. Donney, HS. Russell WA, Ch-Lh:.-. m&whgliru Joplin, AF, Carruthems, HA. King, GL  Hoglund, W.0.
Second Row—Bergey, EX.  Coburn, LG, Beaudry, EJE. s.u...ﬁ‘x"'éuu Hil, Mg CA Tionewcod MR Jeoking H. Lee WR, e RL Hardy, LF.

H 5.
Front Row—Rumble, RP.  Crage, LE.  Allen, E}.  Hendry, W.5. R A .l.. Bﬁhe. ER. FJO;-Y:I-_ F.élJ ColLory,E.  Lightbows, J1G.  Hollowell, DT,  Johnacn, 1A-

N = X
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Clare was posted to No. 2 EFTS effective November 11, 1941, with an accompanying
promotion back to LAC.

T 415-072 #2 EFTS Fort William, Ontario

No. 2 EFTS Fort William. Ontario Source: National Defence/www.RCAF.info
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Duke of Kent visiting NO2 EFTS Fort William August 1941, in front of the school De Haviland Tiger
Moths. Source: Frank Sorenson 403 squadron RCAF

AN - . i - - S SR - Y
Helldivers built at the Canadian Car Factory lined up at Fort William Airport in the background.
ROW OF TIGER MOTHS WITH NO2 EFTS. Source: Gary Becotte

Clare was in Course Nd3 with 42 other potential pilots all posted from.[20
ITS in Regina. Fort Williamriow Thunder Bay) is on the Northwest shores of

Lake Superior, the largest of the Great Lakes and historically the end of the Rail

Line, transporting grain from the Canadian Prairies to Europe via the great
Lakes and the St Lawrence Seaway. In 1@4iad a population of 30,000. It
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was also the home of a major factory of the Canadian Car and Foundry
company. Over 3000 women, more than 40% of the workfaragked at the
factory in Fort William producing Hawker hurricane and Curtis Helldiver
aircraft, many of them moved to Fort William specifically to work at the factory
during the war.

Source:Rosiesofthenorth.ca
The first EFTS courses lasted 8 weeks. Students attended 126 hours of ground
lectures and logged 50 hours of combined flying time under daytime and

nighttime conditions. After 8 hours of flying with an instructor, students would

start flying solo.

Men who did not pass their courses ofr
reassigned to another service in the Air Force, such as Air Navigation or Air
Gunners. Men who successfully completed all components of the course

graduated to Service Flying Training Schools located across the country.

~Huron County Museum

For Clare this was the place he had been working towards. All those extra hours
warding off the slights from the educated city boys, the establishment that kept
telling him he couldnét do it.

It was noted in the school diary, November 23, 194Cour se 43, 42 P
Pilots (Ed. Including Clareall from #2 ITS Regina. In the afternoon course

given first flying, a familiarization flight. It is expected they will spend

tomorrow morning entirely in the hands of the RCAF in lectures by

Commanding Officer, Medical Officer on general station procedure and
familiarization. o
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November 24,1945 St udent s of course 43 had fi
(Ed. Likely some of the 3000 working at Canadian Car and Fouddring
regul ar Monday night dance, which was
November 2627, 1941 Sn o woO

December08,194%i A sl i ght <cold drizzle of rai

turned Iinto a mixture of sl eet and snc
December 25,1948 St udent s free from all duti e
of fered a Christmas day meal with | oceé

December 31,1945 Thr ee more students washed o
January 02,194Z1 Ni ght Flying conducted with s
January 05,194ZiTwo i nstructors committed act
determined that it was premeditated in order to get dismissed with the idea to be
returned toAirForcedut y and t hen (EdAstheERTSthesr er sea s
pilot instructors were all civilian. Even RCAF pilots were put on unpaid leave

from service and rehired as civilian instructors, paid civilian wages. For those
determined to see action the getting fired to be rehired was one way).

January 13, 19471 Co u r €d. Cldr@advised that training extended 2

weeks because of weather, until the end of January with graduates then

reporting to a Service Flight Trainincg
January Q@Gr8duated &f dodrse 4Fiwere clearing the station during the

day for two weeks | eavebo

Clare flew a total of 78 hours evenly split between Dual and Solo. He did a
further 10 in a Link Trainer andé@.
Results of the flying test at the 20 I
Results of the final testéééeeeeeéeéeé. . ¢
l nstrument Flyingéééeeeeeeeéeée. . 69. 4%
Ability as a piloté. A (on a Range frc
Recommended for traininYyesdwnESinegl e or

Remarks on Flying progress

AAN aggressive and determin@ed. Yes!)type. This student is not blessed with
an overabundance of air sense. His judgment andrdmation are weak, and

his chief difficulty is overcontrolling (Ed. Ok a wellington not a Spitfiréje is
weak in instrument flying, and he will require careful supervision.

Still his groundwork was also a pass. He wa8di& of 38 students, and

although he was not recommended for Commissioned rank (Ed. You just wait),
the chief ground instructor noted:

AHard working and keen. Exceeds men of
(Ed.1m!
Clare did not receive his official A wi

did at that stage of training. He remained a Leadin@adet(LAC) and would
have to complete Service Flying Training School (SFTS) before earning them.
First, however, came a short retome month}o the Manning Depot in
Brandond just 50 kilometres from his family in Minnedosa.
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Clare was off back to Saskatchewan and the No. 11 SFTS based at Yorkton, to
train on Twin Engine aircraft. But fir
Leaveo ftothenlStoftFebrudry 1942, likely to visit home as the train

ride from Fort William would have stopped at Brandon, Manitoba and 50 kms

north to the family farm.

Yorkton is 375kms northwest of Brandon and 175kms northeast of Regina
Saskatchewan. For a Canadian these di ¢
Clare it was almost his home airport!

-

ey,
- .y
& 1

0

SFTS No. 11, first opened in June 1941, and by March of 1942, Yorkton
Airport, surrounded by farmland and a few miles north of the city, was a hive of
activity. The base featured three runways, five aircraft hangars, and
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approximately 40 buildings, including a surgical hospital and living quarters
and an impressive lingp of 99 Cessna Crane twin engine training aircratft.
TheCessna Crane (Mk. | and Mk. 1A) was the primary temngine trainer for

No. 11 SFTS Yorkton in 1942. Known for its reliability and economical "wood
and fabric" construction, it earned the affectionate nickname "Bamboo
Bomber".

.0 pv—

| S
o

- SR

Source: Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum.

The picture aboveshowng aCessna Crane 7862 (in front of and Avro Anson)
served at NO11 SFTS Yorktownandstill flies with Canadian Heritage
Warplane Museum. It is quite possible that Clare flew this actual aircraft!
Technical Specifications of the Cessna Crane:

Feature Specification
Crew / Capacit 2 pilots (instructor & student) + provisions for 3 passengel
Powerplant 2 x 245 hp Jacobs R559 severcylinder radial engines

Maximum
Speed 195 mph (314 km/h)

Cruising Speed175 mph (282 km/h)
Service Ceiling 22,000 ft (6,705 m)
Range 750 miles (1,207 km)
Wingspan 41 ft11in (12.78 m)

Welded steel tube fuselage with wooden wings and tail, al

Construction i X
covered in fabric
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Clare was on Course # 52, which ran from March 30 to July 17 of 1942.
Training Timeline and Curriculum:

In 1942, the training program at an SFTS typically lasted 16 weeks, structured
as follows:

1. Intermediate Training (8 weeks): Initial transition to more powerful,
multi-engine aircratft.
2. Advanced Training (6 weeks): Focused on complex fangfine

techniques and night flying.
3. Bombing & Gunnery (2 weeks): Final specialized training before
graduation and receiving "wingso.

Source: www.richthistle.com
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No 11 Service Flying Training School, Yorkton, &
courtesy of John Griffin and 1 Canadian Air Division Heritage).

The trainingwas intense desi gned to turn OEIl ement a
engine pilots ready for overseas deployment. For Clare there was as much time
spent on the ground as in the air. Navigation, Airmanship and Engines.

Meteorology and Radio. He spent 26 more hours in the Link Trainer.

In the air he had to learn

Asymmetric Flight: how to fly the

Cessna Crane on one engine, which

was notoriously difficult. They used

to say, AWhen the | e
the right one would take you to the
scene of an accident

With both engines turning the
propeller clockwise, the failure of
the left engine would cause such
yaw and roll towards that engine
that the aircraft was almost
impossible to fly.

Source:Yorkton.ca
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The Cessna Crane was otherwise a decyle aircraft to train in. But the

lessons Clare learned about engine failure were very important. A fully loaded
Wellington bomber could have similar characteristic, especially dangerous at
takeoff.

The town of Yorkton a few kil ometres
the students would still descend on the town when spare time allowed, or they
could perhaps relax in the Sergeant s

Source: Yorkton.ca

After 16 weeks, Clare graduated with 42 other cadets and they officially
received their AWingso or Pilots Fly
George E Sellers, officer commanding on July 17, 1942.

Clare had flown another 190 hours in the air (an equal mix of solo and duel
flight), 40 hours flying just by instruments (without being able to look
outside the Aeroplane). This was in addition to the 26 hours on the Link
simulator trainer and still managed another 32 hours as a passenger. This
would have been logged as pilot monitoring (important for any student
practicing on instruments without any outside reference to have someone
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else in the cockpit making sure they were the right way up and not flying
into a water tower or mountain).

Remarks from his examiners included:

AA good pilot, not very smooth but
average on instrumentso

And

AHard working student. Above averag

The Chief Instructor noted that Clare had passed all tests required for Pilots
Badge. It was interesting to note that the Chief Instructor was still marking
that he would not recommend CIl are
further under the evaluation of qualities as an Operational Pilot he was

f

n

ranked only fAAverageo for ADeter mi
What! . .clearly they did not know CI
surely?)

Not only was Clare sewing the AW ng

Pilot stripes, his promotion from LAC automatic with his graduation from
No.11 SFTS, Yorkton.
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Cl areds ph
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ph with his newly se
style of 0

60s he had | et hi s h
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Clare had finished in the top half of the class. A school dropout, the farm
boy from rur al Manitoba, the Atroubl
Duti es 0 ambi tDeterminatioh and grit, hadeoitu g h

As a final side note to Yorkton:

Today at the Yorkton Water Park, hanging from the ceiling above the water
slide is a large bright yellow Cessna Crane replica, marked with the number
7862. The same number as the actual Cessna Crane at the Canadian
Warplane Heritage Museum, the same number that may well be marked in
Clareds Logbook. | wonder how many o
have any idea that the rush of blood and adrenalin they are experiencing are
not unlike those Clare experienced in the yellow Cessna Crane above them.
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Clare received two weeks leave and a new posting. Along with six of his
fellow graduateshe was posted east to No.1 General Reconnaissance School
(GRS) in Summerside, Prince Edward Island. Of his graduating class, 11
students were posted to Instructor School and 12 others to a second GRS at
Charlottetown. PEL.
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415-064 #1 GRS summerside, PEI

Source:National Defence/RCAF.info

No.1 GRS was formed on July 06, 1942, just weeks before Clare arrived.

The General Reconnaissance School trained pilots and air observers in the
techniques required for ocean patrol. It was the equivalent to an Operational
training Unit (OTU), and last stop before aircrew were assigned to

operations. The topics included DR Navigation, Astro Navigation,

Compasses and Instruments, Meteorology, Signals, Reconnaissance, Coding,
Ship Recognition, Aerial Photography, and Visual Signals. Aircrew spent 9
weeks at a General Reconnaissance School
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It utilised the Avro Anson Twin engine trainer:

Source: Silverhawkauthor.com/Tom Walsh

Source:Silvererhawkauthor.com/Library and Archives Canada.

Previous experience and reports from 1940 and 1941, and as late as summer of
1942, indicated that Pilots and Navigators trained in Canada to the SFTS level
were ill equipped and trained for deployment even to the English Operational
Training Units. Lack of coastal, poor weather, night, navigation and ship
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identification skills had led to numerous fatal accidents at the OTU level. The

General Reconnaissance Schools, like No. 1 in Summerside, PEI (which was
converted from a SFTS in July, 1942) were an answer to this training shortfall

and Clare was one of the earlier beneficiaries.

The school was one of many units that participated in the Battle of the Gulf of

St Lawrence. German-Boats had succeeded in sinking 23 ships in the Gulf,

but were continuously harassed and disrupted by Operational Training Units,
like No.1 GRS from May to November 1942. The Ansons were armed with
250l b bombs to serve as fAeri al Scar e
as part of his training, took part in these operations. In August of 1942, while
Clare was training and flying with the school, one of No. 1 GRS Avro Ansons
went missing with the loss of four crew.

{2dNDSY w28t ! ANJC2NDS LYFISXPTF2NI Af € dzadi NI A2

Clare was immediately posted to Nloii 'Y Depot Halifax and embarkation
to England for his next adventure.
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An aerial view of Halifax illustrating the location of the Canadian National Railroad Station (red

# 1) Pier 21 Ocean Terminals (red # 2) and N
Harbour is foreground and right with the Bedford Basin in background.
(SourceLibrary and Archives Canada Collections website

Clare boarded a ship on Oct 28, 1942, and arrived in England on November
05, 1942. As with so many RCAF pilots before and after he was immediately
transferred to No. 3 Personnel Reception Centre (PRC) in Bournmouth, on
the south coast of England.

Here Clare was given further equipment, escape dingy preparation and water
egress testing, an exposure to English cooking especially soggy brussels
sprouts and egg powder , and to freq
raids on the city and hotels that housed thousands of Canadian forces
personnel.
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Source: Bournmouth Echo.

Clare was at No. 3 PRC for just three weeks before his next posting and a
surprisee

He was posted on November 30, 1942, to No. 7(Coastal) Operational Training
Unit (OTU) at Limavady, Northern Island. Here he would convert to Vickers
Wellington Bombers, probably find and gain experience with a full crew and
get further training.

But first his surpriseé

On November 29, 1942 (backdated to July16,1942, when he got his pilots
badge, Russell Clare Scott was promoted to Pilot Officer (PO) Scott with a new
service number J20438. We cannot be sure how Clare reacted to the news that
he was now an Officer.

For wus, reading his service records at
despite all the recruiting officers, ground and flying instructors, school

commandersé in fact, all the naysayer
AnOofficer Material o, we think we woul d

version of fAgo awayo perhaps stronger,
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