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Mrs. D Turier. NSW Flight.

| FLIGHT REPORTS
l\p{ Canada Flight Report by Adam & Cate Wagstaffe

It is always a pleasure to receive news from Roland, who recently forwarded an email from
Christopher Watts, who runs the Aurora Heritage Authority, a heritage service provider in
Aurora Ontario Chrisopher has been working on an art installation at a local gallery that
will honour 14 RCAF pilots and was keen to gather more information on an Aurora resident
named Warrant Officer Il Perry King who served with 458.

WarranxT OFfFricer II Perry King

ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE

Aurora has a memoriddonouring the cities brave who sacrificed all in the line of duty. This
cenotaph was first dedicated in 1925 with 77 names and was amended in 1966 to include an
FRRAGAZ2YLFE a! fdFNI 2F { I ONATAOS: GKIFG AyOf dzR€
War, including Perry King.
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All the names on the cenotaph are to be honoured on street signs around Aurora with an
accompanied poppy. Unfortunately, over 50% of the men from Aurora who died serving, are
y2G RAaALX ISR a AYUiSYRSR 2y GUKS W{UiNBSGa 27

Chrigopher has discovered that Perry King of 458 is one of the unfortunate ones without a
street sign. Though Chrigoher has spoken to the Heritage Advisory Committee to amend
the policy and get Perry King a sign, we also discovered a connection to our family with
another RCAF Spitfire pilot from Aurora named Lloyd Chadburn.

When | myself was knee high to a grasshopper, my two sisters and | tumbled into the world

of Air Cadets and were active members of 151 ChadBgumadronn Oshawa, Ontario. We

learnt all there was to know about Wing Commander Lloyd Chadburn, thanks to our
commanding officer at the time Major Robert Forbes who wrote the biography on Chadburn
GD2yS A& (GKS !'y3aSté¢ ompprod LG sla YT Ay3
memorial together and both lads were not being properly honoured in Aurora.

Chrigopherg I & |t a2 aSS{Ay3 Of I NAFAOFIGAZ2Y 2y t SNNE
there was no grave or gravestone honouring him. A letter found in the Library Archives
GNRAGGSY o0& tSNNEQA Y20GKSNJ 9ai0SNJ G2 GKS g1 NJ
grave. The War office replied in 1952 to say:

G¢KS LYLISNRFE 21 NJDNI@Sa /2YYAaaAz2zy o02F GKAC
care and maintenance of all the graves of our fallen and the commemoration of all those

gK2 R2 y2i KI@S bly2s6yb 3INI@Sae | yF2Nldzyl S
aircrew boys who come under this category. Their names will be inscribed on General
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Perry had two brothersWilliam David Kingvho in August of 1940 enlisted a¥ llieutenant

in the Toronto Scottish regiment (M.T.C. #20) and moved to the Armoured Reinforcement
Division at Camp Borden in 1942 and later that year to theC&nadian Reconnaissance
Regiment overseas. William joined the R@A#&died in a training exercisiying a Harvard

in Camp BorderOntarioin 1943.William received the standard grave marker which is why

his mother wrote letters to find out why her son Perry did otS NNE Qa G oAy 0 NP
enlisted with Perry andvas a Wellington tail gunner with 428 Sqdn and was shot down over
Germany and became a prisoner of war in March 1943, just a month after Perry died.

L-R: Dale, William, and Perrghoto provided by Christopher Watts.

2SS R2 y20 KIS tSNNERQa 230602213 a2 KAa g NJ :
Sheet, his Record of Servi@guadronORB (6%BquadrorRAF and 458quadronRAAF), We

Find and Destroy by Peter Alexander, Letters from Officer Commanding, R.A.F. Station Luqga,
Malta and from Trainin@quadrorrecords.

Perry enlisted in the RCAF on theR¥bruary 1941 and spent almost two years training to
become a Wellington pilot. He flew seven missions, including the last fateful one on his
twenty first birthday, with twoSquadros in Malta and leaves behind a mystery about his
last flight, the one which he and his crew lost their lives. A mystery that we will try to solve
in this submission, a mystery that was born from the fog of war and the most difficult
operating conditions in Malta in late 1942 and early 1943.
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But we will start at the beginning. Perry was bd&®b February 1922. He attended Aurora

High School for four years, completing his junior matriculation in all subjects except Latin
YR CNBYOK |YyR ¢Syid 2y G2 FGGSYyR {G® ! yRNE¢
students who excel in studies, games, deportment and character the King Memorial Trophy

after Perry.
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Figurel The King Memorial Trophy at St. Andrew's College. Photo provided by Christopher Watts

In 1939 he worked at the Bank of Montreal as a ledger keeper and clerk and enlisted in
Toronto, Canada on the cold day in February 1941
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In March of 1941 he was ordered teport to No. 1 Manning Depot in Toronto. Manning
Depot was located in the fairgrounds at the Canadian National Exhibition. To be precise it
was in the Equine Building (horse stables). Unlike horses that would be one to a stall, the
recruits were four to a stall. It was here that Perry was issued dittillg uniform, was

given multiple injections and was taught to march and salute and do turns on guard duty.
This first eight weeks was a somewhat sober introduction to life in the service.

..........
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Manning Depot, Toront, Canada.

After Manning Depot Perry was posted to an Initial Training School. For many this was at a
Toronto location but for Perry and others it was to Brantford Ontario, the location of No. 5
Service Flight Training school. Although interestingly Perry would return to No. 5 E.F.T.S

later in his training, at this time he was there to be exposed to the Link Trainer. This was

used to simulate flight and through its use and theory of flight training, prospective pilots
6SNBE 3IAPSYy GKSANI FANRG SELRadz2NB (2 o06SAy3a acg
training. After two months of Link training and flight theory Perry and other graduates were

posted to No. 12 Elementary Training School (E.F.T.S) in Goderich, Ontario.
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Link Traineralso known as the 'Blue Box' or 'Pilot Trainerflight simulator produced in the early 1930s.

No. 12 E.F.T.S Goderich was where the real flying began. Cadets received 126 hours of
ground lectures and 50 hours of flying. They were expected to go solo after 8 hours. More
washouts occurred here. Perry did his initial training on the Fleet Finch airanaft
graduated from class 35 on the 3gptember 1941.
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No. 12 E.F.T.S had other interesting
graduates throughout the war. One
of them was Jackie Rae, who went
on to become a spitfire pilot and
flew with Wing Commander Lloyd
Chadburn (name and connection to
this article and our family). Jackie
Rae the uncle of Canadian
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music, post war.

#12 E.F.T.S. Goderich Ontagiaduating class #36n 25Septembed 941 From kR Perry King back rowérom left.
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Perrymeanwhile had little time to celebrate his graduation, in fact just one day later he was
0Fr01 +tG b2d p {PCPcP{ AYy . NIYGF2NR (G2 o0S3IAY
had been deemed Bomber pilot material.

Avro Anson in front of Brantford control ower

Perry was part of course number 39. Three months later he graduated and received his
GoAy3ITaég 2FFAOALEE@ YR 6Fa&a LINPY2GSR FTNRY [!
today and indeed 3 of the original wartime hangars still stand, but during WW?2 it graduated

No. 5 S.F.T.S. graduating class 39 on 18 December 1941.-R®endeant Perry King (middle rowfrom
left).

2,143 pilots.
Group Captain B.F. Johnson presented wings and addressed the graduates during the
Thursday evening wings parade held at 2000 hours:

"You have been given the finest instruction possible and now it is up to you to make the

Y2aG 2F A0 |, 2dz KF@S YdzOK (2 tSIFINYy &Saxz FyR
Many of you will be going overseas immediately, and you must have no illusions of what you
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will be facing. You will be faced by a powerful, unscrupulous enemgke no mistake

about it, the Germans are mean, dirty fighters. You will be provided with planes equal to
FYR &dzLJSNA2NJ G2 (GK2aS 2F GKS SySyeo | 2dz gAf
scheme may very well be the vital factor in the whole war. You have all done very well, and |

am proud of you."

| think the comment about going overseas immediately was directed at Perry as he left for a
ship in Halifax, Nova Scotia, a trip of 1900 kilometres, the very next day and 14 days later, he
was in the UK. On arriving, like thousands of pilots arriving from BCTAP training in Canada,
USA and Africa, Perry King reported to No. 3 Personnel reception Centre (PRC) in
Bournemouth on the south coast of England. He remained there for two months waiting for
his next training posting.

The concentration of pilots in a very small area of hotels (where they were billeted) did not
go unnoticed to German intelligence and bombing raids of various size were constant
throughout the war. One particularly nasty raid occurred in May of 1943. It is estimated that
over 100 Canadian airmen died at the Metropole hotel and 7 Australians at the Central
Hotel.

But after two months in Bournemouth Perry was posted to No. 2 S.F.T.S. At Brize Norton on
Oxfordshire to fly Airspeed Oxfords. Initially in our research it seemed strange that Perry
would go to a second SFTS having done his twin engine/preliminary bomber training in
Canada, but further research shows that No. 2 S.F.T.S at that very time was converting.
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By 1942 theCommonwealth Air Training Plaras in full swing and most aircrew were being
trained up to SFTS level in Canada, South Africa or Southern Rhodesia, before arriving in or
returning to the UK. It was therefore decided to convert the SFTSs to (Pilot) or (Observer)
Advanced Flying Units. These units would concentrate on training personnel arriving from
overseas in the techniques and conditions of flying in a blackechorthern Europe. As a
result, No. 2 SFTS becaie. 2 (Pilots') Advanced Flying Umnt 14 March 1942using
Airspeed Oxfords.

Perry spent almost three months @o. 2 SFTS beforhis final training posting to an
hLISNI GA2y Il E GONIAYAY3I ! yAGE odzi Fa gla 2F0Sy
of war time England he had to spend a further two months$\at 7 Personnel Reception

Centre in Harrogate in the north of England.

On the sixth of August 1942 Perry King was postetido7 Coastal Operational Training
Unit (7 (c) O.T.U.), this time travelling to Limavady Airfield in Northern Ireland, where he
would start flying the Wellington for the first time and form a crew reddy Squadron
posting.

At 7 (c) Or.U.the training included night, low altitude flying and torpedo training. Perry and
his crew completed their conversion to the Vickers Wellington and coastal tactics in
December of 1942.

Having completed 22 months of training Perry was on the way to the Middle East and the
last two months of his life. The two months was by operational and historical accounts
hectic to say the least. Much of what follows is deduced fi®quadrorrecords, personnel
records and official letters, but also what follows is part of the mystery of the last flight that
never took off!
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Malta at the end of 1942 was finally seeing the light after a devastating siege of two years,
but the infrastructure, military order and record keeping had naturally taken a big hit.

In November 1942 the Axis lost t&&cond Battle of El Alameiand the Allies landed forces

in Vichy French MoroccandAlgeriaunder Operation TorchThe Axis diverted their forces

to the Battle of Tunisiaand attacks on Maltavere rapidly reduced, effectively ending the
siege In December 1942, air and sea forces operating from Malta went over to the
offensive.

Into this fray flew threeSquadros, 221 RAF, 458 RAAF (Both equipped with torpedo
bomber Wellingtons) and 69 RAF equipped with a mismatch of various aircraft and crews
supposedly aa photo reconnaissancgquadrorbut included Wellington bombers; and now
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On arrival in the Middle East Perry and cresported to AHQ Malta on the 23 December

1942.b2¢ | OO0O2NRAYy3I (2 tSNNE YAy3aQa NBOZNRAZ F
February 1943, but on investigating his crew records, some of them show posting to 69.
Sgdn RAF on 15 Janud943.By going to theSquadronrecords of 69 Sqdn RAF we can
indeed see that Perry King and crew were part of Sgpiadronfrom 15 January 1943 until
Feb 01.1943.
69 Sqdn. RAF had been in the thick of the fray that was Malta since the beginning of the
siege.No. 431 Flight in Malta had been formed to operate Maryland aircraft in the strategic
reconnaissance role in August 1940 North Coates but transferred to the island in
September. However, on 10 January 1941, the flight was raised to
Squadronstatus as No. 6%quadron It operated across the whole /
Mediterranean area from lItaly in the North to Libya in the South gnd :
gradually collected a wide range of types for the role. These inclujiing
Hurricanes, Spitfires, Beaufighters Mosquitos, Baltimores and
Wellingtons. Some of these types also undertook more-ginippping
and antisubmarine patrolslt was led by the colourful and maverick
608 GKS adlryRIFINRa 2F GKS aidlrAR w!- AlQa
discipline) Adrian WarburtanWing Commander Warburton had )
amassed what could be termed his own airforce. A mishmash of =~ &
types of aircraft that he hag@mployedto harry the axis forcesn "
any and every occasion.
W . -

m. :h&;'(;-mh 3

o 240 ““,_!x-uu/mvon; | X

SEEEET SRR | Cape Turgeune® 53 mls. couwee
Records were kept of missions, but aircraft types were often listed by nickname and crews
were often recorded by only the captains name with the other crew sometimes filled in later
2NJ 2dzald STl adzylyz2eyeéd !t 2F (KAWecandzZ f & d

determine and highlight that Perry King and crew were part of and indeed flying missions
with 69 Squadronn the latter part of January 1943.
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The first was asecond pilot with Flying Officer Dodd on the night of the 17/18 January
1943.

Perry as captain and crew flew arshB patrol on the night of the 21/22 January to the
Palermo area.
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Further missionsvere flownwith 69 Squadrornon 24/25 January and again &6/27January

both of 56-hour duration. Unfortunately for us, th&quadronrecords only identify the
aircraft letter for each mission and not the serial number, so we cannot say that LB134 was
a 69Squadronaircraft. What we do know was that at the same time that Malta based 69
SquadronWellingtons were being flown by Perry King and crew, both 221 and 458
Squadromls had detachments of aircraft and crew flying out of Luga airfield, Malta.

We also know that effectivel February 1943he Wellingtons and their crews of 69
Squadrorwere transferred to458 Squadron
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m the 1st. feb;

CKAA 6 a YI RSonddEkbtu$yNIB43 hidt missnsIfidwn in February (except
one!) by Perry King and the other ex @uadroncrews were now recorded in the
Operations Record Book 468 SquadrorRAAF.

Perry King flew missions widb8 RAAF as recorded in tfgguadronrecords. On the night
of 3 February1943 in Wellington HX991 on the night 16 Februaryin Wellington HX991
(returning with engine trouble) and on the night21C S 6 NXzF NB Ay 2 St f Ay 3G 2
important because LB134 was the aircraft that he and crew were flying on the night of the
25" when they were posted missing in td&8records. Wellington LB134 was also flown by
Sgt Norton and crew on the 15and by F/O Taylor and crew @February. So LB134 was
definitely a458 Squadronwellington.

17| Page



DETAIL OF WONE CARRIED Oy ERIT
By N0 4B5E (WA ALV} fovndeon.

i Ak oo Fos ae Monry ge FPOSPUBTY 49 45,

18| Page



On the night of the 23-ebruary1943 a major shipping attack mission was flown4ag
Squadron with 6 torpedo and 3 bomber Wellingtons involved.

Rt

m» Inﬂonsd.::férn 4

attacked and from the mmﬁ‘!

The Squadronrecord of events and summary of events for February 1943 list all the
departing crews but with no mention of Perry King and LB134. It does sawtbatrews

returned with engine trouble and then it lists Perry King and crew as one of the torpedo
crewssaing,a hyS ¢2NILIJSR2 2SftftAy3aG2y FlLAfSR G2 NBIdz
I £F N Z WSyl A.YSdIve la@[n&radard of PeiriNthking off but do show him as

missing from a&458 Squadron2 LISNJ G A2y ® [ GSNJ O2NNBaLR2YyRSyOS
w!C {GFraGA2y [dzZjré G2 '1v alfidl &iSqiadén GKI 0
Wellington Mk V111. LB134. It seems that this lettexs become the source of the
understanding that Perry King and crew were flying for &juadronwhen they went

missing We think this letter is an error.
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Perry King was flying 458 SquadronWellington LB134 on 458 mission and is listed as
missing in thed58records. There is no record of Perry King flying with @g@adronin the
221 Squadrorrecords. So, what happened?

We submit the fog of war, the extreme conditions in Malta at the time, the extreme tension
of a majorSquadrommission with aircraft returning early, aircraft crashing on return and the
imminent tour expiry of a number of58 crews, meant that Perry King and crew in LB134
were not recorded as taking off on the mission. When it was realized that they were not on
the mission board assumptions were made. It cannot be proven of course, and 80 years
have passed, but the records are clear. Perry King and crew were memi&8 Sduadron

and lost their lives in 458 SquadronWellington on his 2% birthday 1943.

It is true that with both 221 and 458quadros operating satellite flights out of Malta, some
sharing of crews did occur, but those events were also recorded irstfuadronrecords

YR Ay @2f SR ONBgasz y20G I ANONI Fi o 45¢that SNNE
night.

We therefore submit that the balance of probabilities and evidence dictates that Perry King
and his brave crew be remembered in tguadronhonour roll. In addition, considering
Perry King and crew actions and missions we wonder if any family members might lay claim
toad . F G0t S ¥F 2 NDnebehbliof Peray &iRg-ahddis crew.
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t SNNE YAYy3a YR KA&d ONBg NBYFIAYSR aYAaaay3
advised until the end of the war that the crew could be alive as prisoners of war! Following

YIye ftSGGSNARA FTNRBY tSNNERQa Y20KSNJ IyR GKS
graves commission uncovered an interview with the Captain of an Italian naval boat. He
described how they had come across the bodies of Perry King and crew, identified by their
papers and how they had given them a sea burial.

We will endeavour to tell more detailed histories of the rest of the Perry King crew in future
issues.

Perry King was promoted to Warrant Officer (WO2) on th®&6ember 1942, but likely had
not received notification before his death.

R93340 Wo2 King-RfPilot (Captain) RCAF
R102577 Sgt Sheffield, R.A.Pilot RCAF
R106933 Sgt Clark, 1.WA/Obs RCAF
R95049 Sgt Jenkins, F.8/O/AG RCAF
R95108 Sgt Kirk, JEWO/AG RCAF
R72864 Sgt McLeod, AEWO/AG RCAF

The Malta Memorial commemorates almost 2,300 airmen who lost their lives during the
Second World War whilst serving with the Commonwealth Air Forces flying from bases in
Austria, Italy, Sicilyislands of the Adriatic and Mediterranean, Malta, Tunisia, Algeria,
Morocco, West Africa, Yugoslavia and Gibraltar, and who have no known grave. The
Memorial was unveiled by The Queen on 3 May 1954.
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The memorial was designed by Sir Hubert Worthington, R.A., while the eagle which
surmounts the column is the work of the sculptor Charles Wheeler, R.A.

The Malta Memorial contains the names of 58 aircrew from 8§8adrorRAAF, 24 of them
Canadian: Including Perry King and crew.
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* United Kingdom Flight Report by Keith Wilkinson

Congratulations to 458 Squadronco-president Charles Humbles
and his wife Joyce.

5
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They have celebrated their 83rd wedding anniversary an
achievement so special it was commemorated with a card from
the King and Queen (see photo).

On a bright and sunny morning on November 23rd they received
a number of anniversary cards at their home and were especially
delighted when they opened the one from the Royals.
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The couple- who met when they were both ballroom dancers
looked back with fond memories on the day they tied the knot in
1940 when Britain was at war with Germany. Charles was then
just 18 and his bride was 20. They are now aged 101 and 103.
They married in a hurry because Charles was in the RAF and was
expecting to be posted abroad. He was given 14 days leave but
they didn't have a honeymoon, nor an engagement. It was the first
time the local vicar had married anyone in uniform.

"The vicar was thrilled to bits," said Joyce. "In fact, he did the
service for free. He didn't charge us at all. We even had a choir."”
There was, of course, strict rationing back then and supplies for a
wedding were hard to come by. The simple reception was at
Joyce's home at Abbots Langley in Hertfordshire, England

"I made my wedding dress myself," remembered Joyce. "l also
made the bridesmaids dresses. | had always done dressmaking
and had a sewing machine."

Joyce and Charles were parted for a number of years during the
war. Charles was sent overseas to work with the RAF and RAAF
ground crews looking after aircraft- and much of that time was
with 458 Squadronand its Wellington bombers in North Africa
and the Mediterranean.

The couple are still together in their own twastorey home and,
despite recent falls, have not had to go into a care home. They
have managed to hold on to their independence although they do
now have daily visits from carers and Meals on Wheels.

When | spoke to them on the morning of their anniversary, they
were just having their daily gin and tonic- a little earlier than

their normal time. "As it's our anniversary we decided to have it
now," said Joyce. "We always enjoy our gin and tonics."
Meanwhile, | have also been chatting merrily with our co
president Bill Wake and all is well. He is still making his twice
weekly trips into town. Like Charles and Joyce he has his routines.
Not for him a daily gin and tonic- but each morning at 5.30 a.m.
he likes to have a cup of tea.
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There is some further news from England regarding 458
Squadron Many people will not be aware that there is a tribute to
The Squadronat the National Memorial Arboretum in
Staffordshire, England. | went to see it earlier this year.
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The eucalyptus tree that was planted a few years ago has had to
be pruned, but lots of new life is sprouting up and all looks okay.
A blue plaque (see photo) says: "Planted in tribute to all who
served with 458 SQUADROIRAAF."

It was quite a moving experience to see it. Even though the
arboretum is absolutely vast, it wasn't hard to find as it is close to
one of the main thoroughfares. It's wonderful to see th&quadron
remembered in this place, which attracts many thousands of
visitors.

A\ 2

f Queensland Flight Report by Brett Taylor

Following my June newslettdrhave received a reply to my query
regarding the background to the Dec 1941 photograph of James
| 26 NR awdzll)S¢ |1 2t yYSa FtyR { @Sy L@l
458 Squadron Trish Hickey repliegith someinformation regarding
my query She is the niece of Peter Hickey who wrote about Roipe
his last letter to his parents before he was killed on 9 January 1941.
James Howard Holmes
'y SEGNI Ol FTNRY t StiCRdénberilw] diea
parents.
oRupe Holmes from Brisbane is doing very well here also. Rupe
is captain of his own crew and is a real good pilot and a very
fine chap,(and)is one of my best mates. One of the best
hearted chaps in the world, always happy and impossible to get
out of sorts.
The other night our Wing Commander Tommy Howlett, the Sgt
gunner who shot down the Bl (Messerschmitt?)and Rupe
KFR Fy | NBdzYSyid | 062dzi NlzyyAy3d
QKIFItF LI ad yAyS Ay GKS Y2NyAy3
YR (UKS GgAYYSNI OGF1Sa AddQ ¢KS 2
Squadronwas out to watch and side bets galore. The old Rupe
Holmes just romped home and collected the morey.
James Howard Holmes w dzlw&sé born in Brisbane on 16 March
1915, the son of James Holmes d&ildzabeth Jane Jackson.
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wdzLJS5Qa Y20KSNJ 9t AT 06SGK RASR 2y
overseas.

A letter in his service record dated 28 June 1975 gave his address
asWeAf LI NRP2Q hofSeé w2l RX 5dz0023 b{
Club there.

He died on 3Dctober 1991 in Dubbo aged 76.

Sven Ivanouw Hansen

Born 6 December 1913 in Queensland to Carl Sophus Hansen and
Louisa Sophia Carlson. He lived at Sandy Creek in the Warwick
district’

Sven was married on 10 August 1946 at Lismore NSW to Molly
Lorraine Armstrog. They first lived in Cairns North Queensland but
fFOGSNI Y2O0SR G2 GKS VyY2NIKSNY NG
mother was living. He belonged to the Mullumbimby Lions Club.

He died on 23 November 1996 at Coffs Harbour. The funeral notice
aFAR W[IGS 2F YAttFNySe | SAIKGa |
The informationTrishgatheredwas mainly from part of Peter

| A01SeqQa tFLad tSGGSNI 2 KA& LI NBY
before he was killed on a raid while crossing France. The complete

f SGIGSNI Ada aK2z2gy Aya SINIAATO SAfySRENT taSiik
458 website This story about discovering what happened to Peter

and his crew is quite extraordinary and was pursued in 2008 by an

' ANJ CNI YOS /ILIWFAY |062dzi GKS I AND
farm at Colomby, Normandy. He along with a number of others

traced living relatives in Australia, New Zealand and England who

visited the site.

If you have not read this story | urge you to do so as it demonstrates

the appreciation by many French people of the sacrifice by so many.

458 Assistance to the USAF"Air Force in ltaly

2 KAES f221Ay 3 GKNER dz3 KouNd&a leffer 0 KS NI a
written from William Gibson to him dated 21 March 1991. This was

written after a visit by William and his wife to my parents in Adelaide
some months earlier. William was probably a pilot of a B17 in the

840" Squadrorof the 4839 Bomb Group stationed in Southern Italy

and part of the 1% Air Force, while 458 was based in Ancona in
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November 1944. The front line was about 35 miles to the north of

Ancona at the time. In the letter William refers to the help 458
Squadrorprovided to the 19 Air Force during their Italian

operations. The mission of the ®&ir Force was to destroy oil

refineries, storage capacity and transportation systems as well as

troop concentrations. Their immediate target from Ancona was to

bomb the Ploesti Oil Refineries in Romania. William says as the

aircraft flew to the Adriatic Sea large formations of a 1,000 plus

aircraft formed. They had protection from38 and F51 fighters.

5 R RS&AONAROGSEA GKS &Yl dzZf A yahig GKSAN
due to the state of aircraft returninffom operations and from really
badweather] S &l AR daL gAff YySOSNI F2NHS
May daycalls andvirelessSOS messages were howling in 2 0 @A 2 dza f
from aircraft that had to ditch in the sea and needing air sea rescue.

He said ivasORA T T A Odzft 0 (2 £aB dilie a2udnber 6f K 2 Q &
the Yanks forgt to give their call sigs.

The1l®¢$SNBE 2LISNI GAy3 . wmT O0CfeAy3ad C2I
and in his letter William Gibson provided the summary below of the
characteristics of the B17. The Mark XIV Wellington was lighter,

faster but with less range, bomb load or altitude ceiling.
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B-17 CHARACTERISTICS

(1) Wing spread 107 ft.
(2) Length 97 ft.
(3) Gross weight loaded 60,000 1bs.
(4) Speed - climbing to target (indicated speed) 160 mph
' - returning from target (indicated speed) 200 mph
(5) Max altitude - loaded 32,000 ft.
- empty 35,000 ft.
(6) Range - to mission and return 2,000 miles
(7) Flying time - to target and return 11-12 hours
(8) Fuel capacity - 95 octane av. gas 2,200 gal.
(9) Bomb load - twelve (12) 500 1b. bombs 6,000 1bs.,
(10) Engines - by Pratt and Whitney 4 @ 1,250 HP
(11) Runway length required- 4,000 ft.
(12) Armament - 50 caliber guns 13 guns
(13) Bombing capability - day Norden Sight
- night/clouds Radar & Norden Sight
(14) Crew - Pilot, Copilot, Navigator, Bombardier,
six (6) Gunners 10 total
- (one gunner could substitute for 9 total

bombardier by dropping bombs when
lead ship drops)

(15) Quantity of aircraft produced 10,000 plus

Bad weather andMediterraneanaerodrome conditions

From a USAF website | found this
photograph which shows a B24
landing on dlooded runway. The
photograph caption just says the
15" USAF Airforce Strategic
bombing from Italy, operated from
airfields which flooded after heavy
| rains.

ae FTIFrOKSNINa 22LL RAFNE O2yFANXA
September 1944 at Falconara, Italy, where he says taxiways had mud
a foot thick, and aerodrome vehicles had to be 4x4 to get arohied.
saysoWhitten distinguished himself by takig into a drain, which
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RARY QU KSfLI YFGUSNEP 2NBO]TSR GKS
wheel housing et

My father also describes the weather around ttirse.

oFighter Ops rang and asked me if we could help and we said we

would. The Met man had a hell of a gloomy tale to tell.

Cunulonimbuswith low cloud, down to 4000 feet. No picnic.

5ARY QG fA1S aSyRAYy3I 2f{R WARR2O0OK 2
a look. Old Dave, the Met King, was right; it was bad. Two great

water spouts up to 2,000 feet. The Fighter Controller tried to control

us, but it is not satisfactory withégheralReconnaissanc®&/imps. The

spot where the fellows were in the sea was under a whacking great

Of 2dzR® ¢KS g GSNJ gFa GNEBEAY3I G2 ail
do it. Ye Gods, it was very very rough under that cloud and we had to
O2YS 2dzid t22N) FStft26a Ay GKS RNA
because our auxiliary oil pungeased workingnd our oil temps

gSNBE NraiAy3adod 2KSy ¢S GFIEASR AYy aw
found that George Riddoch had been ordered to look for two star

Reds. | rang the Group Captain and got the sortie scrubbed, just as

well or we would have had a Wimp in the sea as well.

9QSY AYy .2yS Ay SINIié wmdonn 5FRQa
perimeter (aerodrome) track is underwater and must be seen to be
believed. Thick mud a foot thick at least, so it is not surprising that
2dzNJ I OOARSY (G NIGS Aa KAIKDE

Gibraltar and normal aerodrome conditions

When theSquadrorarrived in Gibraltar the Station Commander was
shocked to see the state of the Wellingtons and hardly a complete
uniform between all the men. When the vehicles finaltyived,he

had them all cleaned and repainted.

Another AWM photograph of 458 aircrew from Queensland

During my search of 458 on the Australian War Memorial website |

found the following photograph taken in Bone in 1943 by the RAAF
photographer Laurie Leguay.
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R I D e e S : L s
AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL MEC2616

The photograph caption says:

Bone, Algeria. c. 1943. Group portrait of air crew members of a
Vickers WellingtoMk Xlllaircraft of No. 45&quadronrRAAF. Back,
left to right: Flight Sergeant (FIt Sgt) G. Johnson of Engiyidg
Officer L. B. Simpson of Toowoomba, Qiéutenant R. D. Duffy of
South Africa; Wireless Operator G. Ring of England. Hetir§gt E.
Kelly of Brisbane, Old; Flt Sgt W. J. Honan of Maryborough, Qld.

CKAA Y2YOKQa ljdzSatAazy

Does anyone havany more war time or other information about the
Queenslanders in this photograph, ie., Flying Officer L.B. Simpson of
Toowoomba and Flt Sgt E. Kelly of Brisbane and Flt Sgt W.J. Honan of
Maryborough?

With my limited genealogy researching skills | was not able to find

any information myself.

Please contact me on

btaylorc6@gmail.com
if you do have any information that can help.
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Sra Victoria Flight Report by Roland Orchard

Since the last publication of The Newsletter, Jeremy & Chris Orchard,
John Boydell and | visited the proposed accommodation for the 458
Squadron Reunion, Seasons5 Spa and Resort, situatéd! &oint

Cook Rd, Point CopWictoria. We toured the venue looking at the
reception area, the restaurant, conference room and two of the
rooms. We were satisfied that this venue would have suited our
Reunion.

All this being said, | am saddened to announce that the 458 Reunion
Committee have decided not to go ahead with this 2025 Reunion. A
number of reasons have brought us to this decision.

1 As stated in our proposal and verified by Seasons5
management Proposal (Quotation), the accommodation costs
are $330 per night for Queen Bed Room, $385 per night for the
Two Single Bed Rooms and $385 per night for the Accessibility
rooms. The deposit Seasons5 require us to pay is 25% of the
total and isnon-refundable Full payment is required two
weeks prior to our stay (not the case at the 2022 Williamtown
Reunion). This amounts to almost 100% increase per night
compared to the 2022 Williamtown Reunion on both counts.
Please note that other suitable accommodation was reviewed
and we were quoted over $500 per night. Widening the search
for accommodation, for example in Melbourne CBD or
surrounds, makes it impracticable for travelling times to and
from the Air Show. These points, on their own, made us
guestion the viability of holding the Reunion at the time of the
Air Show.
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1 For those wishing to fly into Avalon or Melbourne Air Ports, you
can bet your bottom dollar the airlines will escalate return
airfares as they normally do when demand is increased.

1 The boardroom cost at Seasons5 to display our 458
memorabilia and family photos is high and sadly not accessible
for wheelchairs. (in contrast to Williamtown.)

1 Whereas at Williamtown we were treated to an RAAF spectacle
2T I WFNBSQ AN RAALX & RdzNAy3
added financial cost of $250 per head for Gold Pass (seating
provided) or $90 per head (no seating) entry into the 2025 Air
Show. An added cost in comparison to Williamtown 2022.

Believe me, | have attended every Air Show at Avalon since its
AYOSLIWiA2Y Ay GKS SINIeée Wohna I yFR
displays, the Gold Pass seating is the way to go.

As previously stated t@Villiamtown we were treated to an
Williamtown Fighter World. Unexpected in the sense we would have
been happy with a couple of take offs and landings by the new F35
aircraft, instead we were treated to almost 2 hours (if not more) of
various types of RAAF aircraft taking off and landing during their day
of training. After this incredible display there was a suggestion that
VictoriaHight should host the next reunion during the International
Air Show. At the time it seemed lika axciting andair and

reasonable request howevgafter exhaustive research and review it

IS just notfinanciallyviablefor many,to hold a 458 Squadron

Reunion with the feature event attending the International Air Show.
We believe many more 458 Squadron Association members would
attend a Reunion centred around a more affordable Reunion.

As stated, we are saddened to come to this conclusion and apologies
to everyone for any inconvenience that the Reunion proposal may
have caused. We alwmppy to receive any feedback regarding this
assessmentPlease contact me (Roland Orchard) if you do have such
feedback. Thank you to all for your understanding.
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=K West Australia Report by Nick Bertram

No report
= New South Wales Flight Report by Stephen Bruce
No report

= South Australia Flight Report by R ick Michell
No report

EMAILS

Fri 2/06/2023 1:07 AM

Hello Roland

Hope you and everybody at 458 Squadron are well. Here are some
photos from the Spitfire flight yesterday. Not sure what it is about
these planes, but they are jadroppingly beautiful and knowing you
are flying in something that actually fought in WW?2 is something
else. In awe of those brave young pilots that fought in these.

We did a victory roll over the White Cliffs of Dovéloody amazing.
Last week, | had lunch at the RAF Club in Piccadilly and afterwards
visited the nearby Bomber Command memorial. Will send photos in
a separate email.

Melanie Coles De Viiegher
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Bomber Command
Memorial.

London.

All photos courtesy of
Melanie Coles De
Vliegher.

(Melanie was
researching

W/C N G Muholand.
SeeNewsletter March
#273 page 22.
Thanks Melanie.

Ed.)

Thu 22/06/2023



4:55 AM

Hello Roland

Attached is photo of Wing Cimnander N G Mulholland 'a name
projected on Australuan War Memorial. Rather moving isn't it.
Melanie Coles De Viiegher

(] L) i

MULHOLLAND N. G.

(Thanksagain Melanie. Yes, very moving. Ed.)

458 Squadron28-31 March 2025 Reunion

As stated in the Victoria Flight Repottisiwith great sadness that

we announce that the 2025 Reunion will not be going ahead due to
manyconstraints, the overall cost being timeain one. Thanks
everyone for your understanding.
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DONATIONS.

If you wish to donate, please see the donation page on our
website or contact the editor. These donations help in ongoing
costs of the 4585SquadronNewsletter Publication & 458
SquadronAssociationWebsite management byPotentweb

458 SQUADRONDNLINE STORE
See our Memorabilia Page on our websitier
more details and more items available
https://www.458raaflSquadronorg/memorabiliashop

458 SQUADRORADGE

(VELCRO BACKED) WELLINGTON PRINTS BY ARTIST DES K | WELLINGTON PRINTS BY ARTIST DES K

Wing Commander Norman George Mulholland DFC
458 Squadron Commanding Officer
1/9/1941 7z 15/2/1942 (MIA)
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HAPPY
NEW YEAR
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