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The Editor G.P.0.Box 5289, 8ydney,

TalCdee : Hay, 1955.

SINCE OUR LAST ISSUE:.sscesssesssnas
: : OPERATION MEZLBOURNE 55.

The All-States Anzac Reunion was held in Melbourne from April 22nd-25th.
It was a spectaculatly successful series of 458 functions,well organised
by a hard-working team from the Victorian Committee,headed by Squadron and Victorian
President Gordon Orchard and Victorian Secretary Bill Carr. Over seventy Squadron members,
with several active Associate members from Victoria and South Australia,took part in
the week-end's various Get-togethers.
= Zight Squadron members came from various parts of New South Wales,five
came from South Australia (including two very keen Associate members whose company we
appreciated);and Bert (Judy) Garland made the long trip down from Brisbane to represent
Q-Flight. ‘ :
April 22nd-Friday:
Interstate members arrived during the evening from
Sydney,Brisbane,and from various parts of ¥.S.W. They were met,in most cases,by Arthut
Green at the airport. (Arthur went to considerable trouble to make interstate and
country members welcome over the weekend. ) The travellers were,mostly,accomodated at
the Hotel Cecil in Lonsdale Strect. Victorian members came in to welcome them during
the cvening and before long thore must have been about 30 members there,drinking beer and
cating chicken sent up with the Chef's compliments. This cvening saw the beginning of
the exchange of wartime reminiscences and the exchange of post-war news of the progress of
old friends which probably constitutes the happiest part of those weekends at Anzactime.
Convepsations beginning........"Do you rcmember  what Slappy said that night at Holme-on-
Spalding Moor when we had to shovel the.snow off the runway ?"  or "What is Buster
"doing these days ?Mecesesceccese
April 23yi.Saturday:
The South Australian party arrived in the morning.
They joined in at a gathering of members at the London Hotel in Elizabeth Street. After
lunch the Squadron Conference,composcd of delegates representing all the mainland States
together with the Squadron Prosident (Gorden Orchard),Squadron. Vige President/Scerctary
(Peter Alexander) and Squadron Treasurcr (Sam Barlow),met to revigw 458's progress in the
past and coming years and to clect Squadron officers for the coming year. Conference
procecdings arc reported clsewhere in this Issue. - : %
L From Confercnce,the Victorian delegates (Bill Carr and
John Jenkins) hurricd away to get things rcady for the Squadron Reunion. '
The Rounion was held in a large Drill Hall in Ves
Melbourne and provided plenty of room for us to foregather,which we did in large numbers.
Don Jehnston and Shorty Wilson saw to it that no onc went short of a drink The
Squadron Photographic Albums were on display and provided a constant focus of intorcst.
Here,as at each of the functiuns,we saw again fellow-458
members we hadn't seen for yearss(ten yoars -now since 458 disbanded as an Operational R.AAF.
unit).v Among thoss there who we_hadn't sven for some time,gnd were -delighted to gce.again,
were Nick Bertram,Jin lMcKay and: Bill -Flentjce. - =" The Reudiin kept -well on imto.the. next
morning. e finished wur own kegs and then werc pleased to assist another,ncar~t gy
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