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MURRAY RIVEB IN FLOOD.$

’ Australlan Squadron membérs who live in
the States: borderlng the Murray Rlver Valley 'will have & particularly vivid idea of .the
devastatlng f100ds in which the overflow1ng river has threatened. to overwhelm the Irrlgatlon
Areas (in whiéh a number of 458 ers have their post-war homes and 1ivdihoods) and in which
major damage” was suffered. -~ 458 members with properties near’ the Murray include Ken .
Cupper,DaVe Firth Roger Rodwell, Tan Showell and Bred Barnett. To give members génerally
some (idel of the desperate- battle that was fought to preserve the nelativaly low=lying
lands from floodlng and . to protuct someof ‘the Wine and. Dried Fruits. Vlnes from obliteration,
W& quntc from the South Australlan Press:

RENHARKF-August 20th. Despbrate urgency gripped Rénmark to-day as women and .
chlldrcn vure evactsted from thréatened areas.. From a night of tension and fren21cd
1ct1v1ty on weakendd levees ther people moved into the dqy tight-lipped and determined. Dowmn

‘Nurr\y Avenue the river tried to:force itself through drains and old pipes,tlrough any chink
~in the defence line. The Battle of Angove's Distillery will go down as Renmork's finest
hour in the flood. Hundreds of mer and women worked through the night to protect the
sagging bank, Breaknge of the bank endangered two-thirds of Remmark's Iryigation Area.
Floodlights blazed doyn on a sinister pool. of :water bursting through a hole in the corner of
the Leveas Hen‘ﬁ1th shovcls sprlntpd out of the darkness from all directlons.

Peter Thompson und Ian Showell plunged into the water on the outside of the bank Cllnglng

to-ropcs, they dloapp»&rpd beélow the black water trying to find the break. At firstit”
looked hopbless--thc sandbags washcd off as fast as they were gtackeds But more ond more
gorth arrived und hclpcrs swarmed in. - Grodually that hole: was: filled in'and a secondary
Tevee pilod up. )

But the - battle has gone on for six WUka. The river takes.
one bank and they put up cnother. Sometimes the rlver tokes that' too, but they go on
nuttlng up banks. When frult-grower Ian Showcll was asked this mornlng if he mlnded_ s
2 bank b01ng put . through Mis vincyord,he never h081tated. - "Go straight through the lot "
he soid. The Bulldozers roared 2 v1ney1rd died wnd wnother bank went up.

! ' “ School yhospital, v1n»ywrds hive gone’ but_though the’ Murrwy

may’ brook carth levees the’ couragc of this town and 1tg people’ 1»..30..strong thﬂt no river
will cvbr‘enaulf ite = (The Advcrtlser~Adelalde')

ﬂ§8 ers ih Adelalae wantea "to help nnd a party drovb up to Ronmark. Here is.
Ron B dgur s account of thclr Journeye
"The River ilurray's in flood. Ian Showell llves at Renmaﬁk. SO,Blll Toylor,
John Rlngwood ‘Roxi"Badger were in o party which Journlbd to- chmark with shovels, food
and ,~1s0, supplics of bottled good cthr +to lend a hand for a wcuk—end..
‘ "En route,as the mllus dwindled,so dw1ndled tﬂg ouppllbs ‘of! ‘good. cheer;many
squadzon: storics wore. tolde o
"thtastlc is on éxprosalonable word and suns’ up the condltlons we found at
Remnark. - It l;kew1se suns up ‘the extroordinary efforts put up by ‘Ean Showell in the past
two monthd.
_"Fe has been o tower of strength in the "Battle of the Flood". His name,coupled
with others of course,will be ‘a'legend in the disbrict for.yearss “His citation for‘a "Gong"
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Murray Floods (Gonte) would be difficult to write adequately. We arrived,had 'one' for

the Levee,and were driven in Ian's Ford,which,coupled with the driver,displayed due contempt
for ruts,bogs,logs and passengersyto a new Levne where we wolunteers were introduced to the
bu31neso end of copious stores of sandbags for a few hours into the night,

"Our ardour was dempencd,our backs were broken,but not our spirits,which we kept
in our hip pockets. So to bed on Ian's Dining Room floor. Next day a further battle
with sandbags,levees,bulldozers and trying to remain in one piece in Ian's Fordn the drive
to our next assigmmente-=which was filling sandbags,sandbogs,sandbags,sandbags,sandbags,ete,
etcs,aftor o sucko,we filled sandbags,sondbags,sandbags,etc,cte,-~then more sandbags,sond-
bags,sabdbags. Thot aftermoon we built a levee round Jan's house,or a bulldozer did.

"Yes,that's all we did,we helped build 2o leveejbut when you see the size of it,and
the speed in whlch it was completed one just stands back and says 'It's Fantastic ! -

"So,back to Adelaide,very pleased to have had the opportunity of helping a fellow
Squadroneer,also deeply conscious of the tragedy of the flood and the spirit of the people.
-~ It's Foantastic,and its not finished yet by 2 long way."

VICTORIAN FLIGHT NZWS. from - Arthur-Green. ~

o e are planning to plant our Memorial Tree--most likely early in
the New Yeur. Since the last News-Letter,we have held a Social Dance. This
‘was .not the usual huge success--the weather was really bad--but 30 odd couple turned up
and had a really happy night. We also held our Annunl’ Reunion in Scptembere-
again not the bust as regards attendance. but some new faces -gave now interest in their
doingse. During the evoning an elcction was held and Wing Commander:Mick Mather,*
bbcame 2 new member of the Flight Committeé.
Our next function is our Anmual Dinner to be held at the Hardware Club
“on Dbcember IZth at 6.30 Polle
Several of .us braved the floods to visit Kexr Cupper at Robinvale.
Thosc from Melbourne were Ian Allison,Harry Ashworth,and myself. ‘Bob McKlnna>k1ndly pub.
the three of us up for the nlght and. the next day he Jourreycd with us to Roblnvale. ‘Roger
Rodwell was wno‘cher v181tor from Merbein. Dave Firth ond Ken are in good healthe-or at
lenst were before we' arrlved---wouldn't like to say after we left, As at our previous
visit we started to say good-byc ot 940. aems and left just after-4.0.pems - :5till,it wos a
grand wock-ende  Harry-dnd Ian say "Let's do it ngaine". For myself,I and my wife may head
that way durlng the Christmis Holldays.‘

. Twins for th R o .
. wins lor Whe abonbg‘. There's hcadllne news ! Boys. Ian. and Nell.

To Roy and Mqrgunef our hoarty congrztulatlons ! :
Charlic Hardlng and wife - stayed w1th e’ for a nlght dowmi from Mortlake.
Tom Burgiss is aWalting a visit from me -but, the weather has me beaten at the moment. ‘
‘Both Dave, Flrth and: Kun Cupper have' bcen in hospital but I am glad to -
sayaré how: halc anl hoﬂrty once noree They are next door neighbours at Robinvale. I
often wondcr how many of the. boys have opened up these farms tOgtther or 301ned euch other
buolnoss ‘partners. ,
o Jin Munday is off ta. wpstcrn Australla to-dayb-rang ne for a few of the'

boysaddressess
o o ‘Glad to hear that arzangcmpnts for Anzac Week in Sydney are progressing
well, Victorla will have at least I2 going. Tell Sam Barlow to pclish the glasses.

. In spite of Theo Ravenseroft's claim to be the last single man to be
trappud hets sllghtly amiss theres  Two Offhand here occur to. me. Pud Meredith

and Don Johnson.. Who the heck would marry cither of thesc deadbeats is beyond ne.
. ' How are Allan Walkekr tnd CyeIrwin theSL dayse Give them ny good
wishess
Nuru.Cugley is about to move -into his ‘new home Justi out31dp Pentridge..
I ruckun hb'ﬂ on the wrong side of the wall.
Bill Carr is packing for o business visit to U.S.de Bozlvquge,Blll.
That scens to be about 111 the news. My regords to all. : :

IN HOLLIDAY MOOD. Q—Fllght Cormentary.:

About 20
nenbers and assceiates Jwith wives and children saw thb very well. staged ‘cereonony of
plonting Q Flight's Meriorial Trce at Anberley on Sunday I6th Septenber, Boernie Hughes cane
devm fron B Valu,brlnglng Bob Coles fron Toowoomba.t Mos Guthrie was one:of the Associate
nebers presonts

- The site choson was on onc of the lawns betwoen the Officers Mess and the
Parade Ground. - Two Flights of Alrmen were drown up on either side of the “stte. RelolFe
ufflcers 1nd nenbers of the AsuOCJatlon occupied one of the rénaining two sides, while '

- -Sguadron } Memorlal Tree at_Amberley.
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G/C Douglas the Padre,ond Flight President Ron.Russell,were
stationed on the fourth. side.
' Just as the cerenony was about to begin light dr1v1ng rain fell
and continued throughout.the cercnony. This forced G/C Douglas to cut his address
censiderably.  The Padre's Service was also curtailed and Ron nissed out altogother. G/C.
Deuglas traced the Squadron's fortunes from its formation &t Holme-on-Spalding Moor in
Scptomber 1941 to its disbandment at Gibraltar in I945.

Hreath at Shrine of Remembrance.,

In Holliday Mood (comtinucd)

As has bcen our custom Flight Prb31dent Ron
Russell,on behalf of nenbers and associates,laid a wreath on the Shrine of Rcmembrance on
baturda ,I5the Septenber,at the curenony at the opening of Alr Forcu Wecks

Melbournc Cup bweep'Q—Fllght ron its own Sweep again thls year. IstePrize to

T Furscy; 2nd.Prize to Chas.Richardson;3rd.Hrs.E.Monson. We made a modest proflt sufficient
to offset a loss anticipated on the Christmas Social. A splendid gesture by Bernie Hughes,
‘Bob Dangaard ,and Tim McQuaid,gll of whom ' could not return books in time but sent a
donation of £I each.  Thanks,boys,from a1l Q Flight. Bernie Hughes,winner of two of the
threc prizes in last year 's Sweep wrote: "I'1l give the boys a chance this timee!"

AT-Ce vorsus e-FUEhS: ) poy stalwarts upheld the honour of Q-Flight,when
challenged by the AdT.CoMess at Billiards,Table Tennis and Darts.  The wimmer is still

in d t .
in doub *Coming Events.

Q~Flight is to be entertained by R.A;A.F.,Amberley,on Sunday,
November 25th. Je've been invited to push buttons,pull levers,and make things tick.
Cur Christmas Social is Sut down for Decumber Ist. This is THE social event of the
56800, |

- !
+

ANZAC ALI-STATES REUNION: ~ SYDKEY; APRILJI957

The N.S.J.Fllght announces the following. programme for next yoars All-Stﬂtos Reunion in
Sydncye :

«

. o

ednesday April 24th. .Afturnoon-Interstate visitors welcomed.
' i 7.0epem. Wreath 1aid on Cenotaph,Martin Place.
7.30 pome Social Gathering (Mixed),Air
Force Club-3rd.Floor.

Thursday April 25th. " Dowm Service.
Mzac March-Squadron President leading;
Anzac All-States Reunion following Marche

South Sydne;r Police~Boys Club;

For the Lodies, Races or the Thcatre,
WVenlnga—Pr1v1tp ent crtaln“&nu,' .

Friday April 26th. Free Days ; -
_ 8¢0spelle Squﬁdron Anzac Dance
Saturday AprilA27th. 96350 n.1m. Squadron Conferencb,at 330

George Streots
2.0 pems Sight-Secing Trip'
: ‘ Fvening-Private entertainment.
Sunday April 28th. The Anzne Golf Cup-location to be arranged.
‘ Barbeoue and’ Plonlc.

- accomodation for interstate and country membcrs is being qrr:mged at the Hatel
Sydncy. Hombers desiring accomodation should please notify the N.,S.W.Secretary at
Box 5289 ,GePs0Os,Sydney by January Ist.I957,accompanying their notification with a deposit
of £2  If anyone is arriving carlicr that the 24th,will they flbaoﬁ let the NeS.W,
Scerctary know. Members will have a first-class time and the Tidids Comittdée -is
planning for the cntertainment of Squadron wives during thechunlon Weeks

PRITISH BULLETIN. o from © ...  -Sid.Thompsetts

: : First and foremost,all arrangements have now been made for the planting
of a Squadron Menorial Tree. ”Veryone here all agreed that Holme-on=-Spalding Moor -
should be the site and the ceremony will take place on Sunday Deceuber 2nd. The type
of trce to be planted is an ACACIA,which scems most appropriate. . At the present,
six or seven of us from the South will be making the tﬁlp but we arc sending out a
circular and hope quite a few nore w111 COmICe
Our ncxt Reunion w;ll be taking place on November ITth. This will be for
wives also. o

About two weeks ngo,the U.K.Committee got together in London to discuss
the question of 458 Squadron Ties. Most of the discussion was corried out in Horry
Bishop's office,sc you con inmogine we did not go short of a few drinkse e agreed that
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. British EUllUtln (ant‘) we should have a pluln ‘blue tle with our. Squﬁd”on Badge hond-
uLbrbliurbd below the knote o L
Pote Pbttlt should be hone by now. - Ask him to drop we a
11nc. - 4
The Flazer. Pockctc‘dré'én the Wy,
~Tets s eold drent - Sundny aftcimoon here with o fire ds a great
confort; I will now sign off and.put iy Got “upe” SQ;fOr now, the very best to 211 458 crs
in £u531c. R

- - A

PASOING OF OWEN (DARKY) CROMPTOho

At the end of August,after 2 two year illness
vory courageously born. ' R
- Darky was burn at Forbes,N.S.W. whore he llVLd Lnt-* he was six ox
seven whon he noved to Honobush ,Sydney witl his people. - He was the younboo ot oof a
famlly of seven children, . Bducated at Fort Stroct High School,he uns noted as
‘2 brilliant cricketer ond tennis playor.
His business interests werc in thé Wholesale Butchcrlnb Tradb
in vidch heworked for o tine with a brother. o ‘ _
Anlisting in Quuensland, where he was ot the tine nanoging his
Uncle's Ford Showroon, Darky camc to 458 Squadron as a Wircless. Oppr ator/Air Guaner in
Len Thicle's crow. |
. His brillinmt 1luft hand battln\ and pace right-arn bowling nooe
in ot once a nainstay of the Squadron Cricket teans,  As o youth he plaad Tox the
- «3WeColts Teant and he now represented the Air Force.
After the war he returﬁvd o Whelesal
died two uonthg bofore he returmead lonc, ' o
. We recall his reburr to activiiy 1V'pcst~"ﬂ 458 Squadrca., - It
“was at a2 cricket uatch in Centennial Parkjagainst the Adr Force Club. Going in
first wicket down, he s t vnce showed us %l attacking batsnans hip could be,naking 98.
After a couple wore suri o, th” Malignant Eypertencion,which was to couce his

i, Tbvygurlrgo His Movl: 2

-death,attacked hin.  In spite of h: i¥lness he carricd o with his job with splendil
f(rtltu¢p untll thu last wocks, . ,
He is buricd ai. Roclwood IS Squ.drea nenbers attended hin

there and four,Sric MunkLan,A’“"2 USik&,,uyulTWln and Al Paziond ,vwere hig pall-bearcrs.
We shall roepenber hin,’
To. Yvonne Crampton and to e twins,Grop cal pasricia,our

deop sycpathy ond thc,qssu;zncc of cur-fricendship.

s

NS, 7 NOTES=Cornstalks Elbom VndL.c,., fron ' Allen Unlker.

R

| Bolf-yoarly Rewnion: nyio yog held on Fridoy 25%h.October,  An with yost
forner Reunions,thié was at 330,George Sireet,but this tine it was transferrced from the
Basencnt to the ‘Third Floor. = Mo&t’ of the 40 odd menbors who attunce. though’ “his was an
inprovenent. - We hnd 1 good tine,of couruoo : g
) o It was o Pounion motaMle for soveral things, Firstly,it
qas our pleasure to weléone the W.A.PrOSldunt Len 'Binghi' Stewart,wio was in 3ydaney on
Asinesse Welconed by Eric Munknon on behalf of W.S.W .Humbors,ln said how hapey he was
5> be able to spend some tine with his old syuadron nates. Spcondl},ara Bost
1 :grotably,the NeS.W.President,Poter Alexander,was unable to attead owing to i1l
1ther could Senior Vice Presidont Sam Earletr come,duc to another loﬂﬂ-ﬁtiau*ﬂ” and
~ory important engagement. This was the first Rsunlon we eem reromisr withows edtlor
TLoer or Sam thefet We congratulate Junior Viece Prosident Tric L¢nx@an cn a very good
j> done in their absence. We were glod to sce Cyril Murrey (onetiue of tune Imstrumcnt
Seecion and now with Sydney University) at the Reunica.

A Raffle for a bottle of Zcotch wes wen by llaca and we can
romumbor,at roughly II,30 p. m.,forblddlng him to open it but from that point cir reliztlo
memory ceases and subsequent discussions secm to indicate tazt we were r'»’:illgow.ﬁ.cvr strong
at 1.0 a.m, ~ Thanks -to Bustcr Balmer ard Kemp Beach who tended the Baw for mess of (e
cvening and- to HeS.W.Treasurer Graeme Coombes who had a heavy evening. having o cope with
many Gucssing Competition returns in addi tiom %o his Worxa? duticg,

The Guessing Computition. . _ ‘ .
“ D¢ Prige-winners i this yeaw s Melbourne Cup

Competition were: -+ Ist Prize (£25) J.Carroll,45,ioimyood Avir .., uitvoiiie
‘ ond Prizc (£10) = = T Aazcnv&tou.marvu.ﬁ 5.4 :
3rd.Prize (25 : L P, Paulet, 109, teve St.,A1L l,y.‘\,,.», :

Winning tickets were sold Ly Stu&ft‘RiCk“ﬁ+°,NOIman1“18~-uP' Forbep Parlot, Ine
cluding Consolation prizecs, prize-moncy toh-illing £52 was distributed.. Our thanks to 2ll
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Hese o Notes (conts ) who took part.
Golf-The Prosident's Cup.

This was huld:innvufy finc weather at Campbelltoim
in Soptunber, - Ve welcome Alf. "Slappy" Hammond as thc nuw Holder of the Cup. We nust
sy:pathise with Franh Hickey who lost by & point on a ‘count=back: both play¢rs finished-

with a nett 69. Once ag gain Lufty Chalmers turned in the best stroke round and ‘we must
recegnise Lofty as our best . 3eil. golfore . The Annual Match with the Armidalce 0ld Boys
tean was won by the Cld Boys. Congratulations to thum. " Trophy winners were Lofty

Chalners,Jack Miller and Allan Walker for- the Squadron and Joa Murphy,Sid Bowen,Bob Custer,
and Jin Vpndon anong the visitors.
Darts Fvening,

A, very >n30yab]u ovening was spent at the Ryde Bowllng Club on
Friday Noveriber 9th. when the Squadron Darts Tcan again cngaged the Club. “The Club won
by 2 to I. Congratulations to then and thanks for the Zvening. Congrwtulatloﬁs to Hrs.
Nogion who carricd off a Poker linchine Jackpot.
' Interstate Visitorsyand New South Welshmon ruturnlng. . ’
We enjoyed having Len Stewort,the Wel. Prbs1dgnt with us ‘and nore-
recently, to have Johnny Bax here on a short bus1ness v151t. We endeavoured to f111 as
many of their waking hours as they had available and hope that both Len and Johiny will
have happy memories of their visits. We appreciate Sam-Barlow's mlghty efforts in up-
holding our hospitality towards visitors.
Apart from these welcome friends from the other states,we are
very glad to have Peter Pettit back with us in Sydney. Peto,who played a very important
purt in Squadroh organisation in N.S.W. after the War,qualified as a Dentist and went to

London about six years ago.  He practiscd there and:also playod an essential part in
cetablishing the U.K.Flight. ~.He married an Ad.".aide girl while he wasvin-Londdn,
and has now brought her and their small daughter to Sydney. He is going to practise
28 2 Dentist at Fays Buildings in Pitt Street,Sydney. : Good luck to hime

Christnas.I956,

Sydngysﬂders of 458 oquadron will gathur for the usial Ch¥istmas

Drink and ecxchange of good wishes at the Air Force Club. at Be 30 Pelle ON DpCumbbr 20th. -

VE leot,,
‘ Crlc‘gzdﬂh fnmual Cricket match against the R.A.A.F.otntlun,Rlchmond has been

arranged for February ITth ncext.Geoff.Burgess,please notes

o,

The ud1t0v~«8poc1a’ note by tho N.oaweoecretazy.

I ibbl it wy duty to report here
(since he a2m t CuItJlnlJ w1ll n<t do 0 hluuclf) that the udltor Jof. ‘the "News" Ne36We

" FPrusidentyand Squadron - bvcrvtarv Peter Alexander,has rpCpntly bebn in ii1 hoalth and
wlilst o the rdad back,is not tully recovercd. He has ruccntly had a COHQldqublO tine:
away fron work as a rosvlt,and I ansure I Sppik ¢or all 458 ers in w1sh1ng hlm a speudy
and conpicete recovery.

FIwS PLASIES.

Jack Boven writes from Wollongong that he recently visited Jock Phlllp at, andwlc “_Jock
‘ gends his regards to ally

Bll7 Honan writes to San Barlow from Roml Qupunuland "Nuvcr sée a soul fron 458 around here,®
Bill has a wifc and two’ chll‘ron dnd is going on leave botween January and- May
next year. He would like to spond it in Sydney if he could find acconodation.

Horry Baincs is coming down from Wallabadah for the idnzaec- Reunicn next year.

"Ringo” Purcill is also coming (frou oynnge),for7thé~AnzacfReunion,;,Haﬁhopgs,tothyipgvonga-
or two othors with hin, V T

T*ok Nlclolo' who' is now living in Carpbolltown,recently hada spell in Yarallas Ve believe

. hin to bu-0.Ks ‘now. .

Rosg Burgess was rbCQntly in Sydnuy fron Newcastle. Yo were s orry not -to Sbc hing

RJ“U,W“lkor h s now-céne out of! hK591u11 aftor o lengthy stay. A1l the best 6 you,NOrL.

gordon W Nﬁuh ig looking for a Flat in Sydney for a weck from Jonuary . I4th~~for Jfour udults
" Can _anyone help 7

Bob. Co;ca‘ Fit and well;with Parks and Gardens,Toowoomba City Councils Scnds regards to allj

Fred ] K’ sckhanm is now back again in hbW'GulIua--at Doru,WeDe,TePeloGe and is doing an
aﬁrlcu}tural survey of the Western portion of Papua. He writes: "Usual
donestic worries;wife with fever,both buys with a broken arn and self with
shinglese Otherwise life is nornald. - Give ny regords to 2ll the old cobberse™

Tlh Mc@aid and Bob Dangaard send Christrins greetings;

Ron Russcll is now lecturing in o1lb M&ﬂlgbﬂcnt at Brlsbqno Tochnlcal Managnmcnt. He also

_ vorhu for Ampel;
Jin Plunxptt is £itv and Ybllo Sends. hls regards to 111
rn

ﬂhe Bdltor thans tenbers for tp+ephonb 1nqu1rlos and good wishes durlng his rucent ill-

‘1pcﬁlt11°

Zrnic. Laning hao beon awarded thb Lbﬂé SprV1cc Wbdal by the R‘AQA.F. Ho is with the Adr =
Trials Unit. Moonera, 5.1, o




News IFlashea (cont3j.
Bill Loughlin is now at Deniliquin in New South Vales;
Jin Wilson has left Broken Hill for Port Pirle

: T fifth child,a boy (Colin)s Col has maintained the g1r1~boy sequence;
3111 Forgxce has left Flying and has a newspaper business in lMelbourne.
Doug.Bermett and Thanar ‘have a second son (urahum Stewart)s Good work !

-

'YOUR SICRETARIZS' ADDRESSES.

“Squadron Secrctary (Peter Alexander) '~ Box 5289,3.P.0.,Sydney,N.S. W,

¥.3.W.Sccretary (Allan Walker) I,Denison Strect,Parranatta,N.S.W,
SeAeSecrctary  (John Ringwood) ‘ 290, Beaunont Road,Beaumont,S... :
Victorian Secretary (Arthur Green) - 5T,7oodlands Avenue,Pascoe Vale South,Victoriae
Quecnsland Secrctary (Jim Holliday) 43,Stella Street,Holland Park,Brisbane,Q'land.
Western Justralian Sceretary (Butch Power) I45,Gildsreliffe Strect,Scarborough,W...
United Kingdom Sccretary (Sid Thompsctt) 16,Brook Lane,Bromley,Kent, inglonde
CORRESPONDERCE.

Fron . NrseYvonnc Crompton,I4,Lernos Street,Hbmebush,N.S.w;‘
Jear Peter,

_ Would you kindly pass on my very sincere thanks to the nembers of the .
Squadrons I appr001at®d their presence as that in itself was a tribute to Owen.

Sl?lcerbly’Yvae Crompton.

Eron Harry (Bettor Beer) Baines, Wallabadah Fotel yallabadah,N.S. W.
Dea

w Allan’Long time since I have been mlked up with you fellows. down there'w1ll have to
try and noke one of . the Reunions or outings. ' Will ‘be down for Anzac Day.anyhowseven if the
cuotonors up here have to serve thenselves,

Have had San Barlow here a couple of times and have had to turn hin to work,
ve.oI would strongly recommend Sam as 2 competent Bar Tender at any of your outings.

Ixpect hin here this coning long week-end on the way to Arunidale.  Also have been in touch
with Bob Malc by phone o couple of tincs and any day now hc will be here with ne for a few
days and he will then be going to Sydney (I may find an excuse to go with him).. Bob is
doing very well on his shecp property and gays he 1s looking forward to seeing sone of the
458 boys. ,

It is very good to receive: the Squadron News; Nlta and I both look. forwamd to
rece1v1ng it and it is certainly doing a marvelous job of keeplng the boys in contact with
one another.

Wallabadah isn't as bad as the name sounds,it is on the Highway just near
Tamworth and any 458er is welcome. Several of the boys have called and we have had a few
of "Baines Better Beers".. Regards to all,

Sincerely, . Harry Baines.

From Douge.Bennett, 32,Butledr Street,Deniliquin,N.S. Ve

Dear Allan’As you will note I am no longer at Burrinjuck Dam,but was recently transferred
down here. It's a hell of a long way from Sydney but not a bad little town. Haven't been
here long but ...am going to like it, '

You will notice I have mct another ex-458er,Bill Laughlin. He was a pilot
operating mainly from Malta in I943. He has been interested in news of the 458 Sguadron
Association,and I have passcd on to him the recent copy of Squadron News.

The family is well.  We have reccntly had anVaddltlon a son,callud Graham
stewart. A1 the best,

yours sinccrely, Doug.Bennett !

A 458 SQUADRON' TIE IN THE NEAR FUTURE:_

The Squadron Council has arrhnged through San Barlow,for the weaving and
import of a special Tic material which will be made up into 458 Squadron Ties (long,short
and bow)s It incorporates the small Winged Torpedo cmblem,approved by Squadron Conference,
on a dark blue backgrounds Delivery is expected soon and the price will be reasonable.
Special arrangements are also being made by the U.K.Flight for a Squadron Tie incorporating
an cmbroidered 458 Badge. Thesec tics are something for members to look forward to with
keen “and pleasant anticipatione Final announcenents soon.
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Pl PICTURE-THS Uo K SICRETARY. -+ oy g Thompsutt on whom,ac U.KoFlight Scerctary,the
continued encrglcs and success of the bquwdron in Britain nust so very mych depend,was
ﬁ’J.GP/u.u. on 458. He coue to us in Septomber 1944, hls tent companions being
Fred.Hoines and Frank Norbury.

- “As they arrived on thb Squadron without a skipper,his
crew was captained,as tomporany sklppcr,at different tines by Robin Knight and later on

by Ron.Bint. -He went to the South of France on' that Detachuent as a temporary nember
“of Mel Priest's crew. He rccalls the amazing amount of beer that could be got

‘in France,after the Plnt a weck they were accustomed to get in Italy.
~ Those who have had occasion to work with Sid since he
bucamb U.A.occrytary will bave noted with pleasure the encrgy,prouptitude,and resource
“he posseésses and which augur well for the Flight . ‘Good luck,Sid.

THE LR TRAINIHG CORPS. ' contrlbutbd by . JeCe (Black-Jack) Bakor.v

(Zditor's Notb. Several 458 ncmbers yincluding Stuart Ricketts,Gracue Coonbes and Jack
Baker hinself have devoted time to the work of the AJT.Ce W6 asked Jack to tell us
‘gonething of its work. ) "

_ During I941 *he Connonwealth Govermnment decided in view of the tine necessary
to train ilrerews and the increasingly cowmplex naturce of the training that some forn of
urp-entry training was desirable;and so,tho AsTeCe was born.

Lads between the ages of I4 anl I8 were enrolled and so began a uaxinun of 4

'ycars of part-tine training that prOVLd so successful that it was enlarged to include ground
staff training.

The ains of the. A.T.C. are to foster airmindedness in Australian youth,pronote
qualitics of leadership and good citizenship,and provide a potential source of recruits for
the RilieieFe However cadets do not have to enlist at the end of their A.T.Ce Sservice.

: The A.T.Cegcontrolled by Training Command,has a Squadron in each State (two in
VOucensldnd with their HeQeat Brisbane and Townsville) Other States have their H.Q.in the
Capital Cities. H.Q,are staffed principally by permanent R.A.F.personnel including a

C.0eyvhe normally has the rank of Flight Lieutenant. The Squadrons are divided into
Flights,which are scattered throughout the States amd are staffed and administered'by
Reserve personncl.

Gadet entry is selective,the training stondard is high and as a consequence
the finished product is a young man who has the best qualities brought to the surface,and
the worst,if any, thrust aside. = Main subjects for training include:Organisation aond
3dm1nlstratlon of the ReldsAdFe,lircraft rcecognition,Armament,drill ﬂlrmanshlp,Theory of
;‘11ght Tavigation, Rudlo,Aero~eng1nus,dport,Jnd P.Te. Instructlon is given ot the Flights,
and N.CeQe,yand Cadet Pilot Officer courses dre ‘conducted during camp periods sb ReAcL.F.
camps when cadet training is ‘stepped up. During the period of A.T.C.Training,both at the
Flights and at.an R.A.AJF.Station,the cadst is subject to service discipline and control for
the "4.TeCeds an 1ntegral pary of the R..d.F. set upe

Flying and Link training is. given at most camps and suitable cadets can obtain a
flylng ‘scholarship cntitling then to be trained to privatc licence standard at a civil
Flylng School,free of charges ‘

With the advent and establlshmbnt of the Jct Age with its ever-increasing speed,
and complexity,and the high degree of technical knowledge necessary to fly and maintain such
aircraft,the need for som¢ training in the formative yeers of life to those who would
accept a carcer in aviation is becoming increasingly important.

The A.TeCe goes a long way in supplying this neccda

CRGH{ ZATZRS COMMENTARY=S.l.Flight Nowse fron o .Ron Badgcrs
R At frequent intervals a Squadron Bod passes through Adclaide fron intcrstate
"and *Bingo" gdés the phone from whoever the visitcr has first contacted. In a natter of

ninutes you find yourself,glass in hand,at the appointed local,cveryone talking at once.
Recent visitors 1ncludo Len Stewart fron Pcrth en route for Sydney,
a guod nuster assembledya good time had by all,

Pete Pettit also arrived from England where he had a dental praotlce
in London for a few years. Again a good five ninute nuster....Again urgent tclcephone
calls to the wives. Pete bought a caravan while in Adclaide and is now in the Eastern
States. He gave us first hand news of the U.K.Flight.

Ian (Farner) Giles frou: Portland yVictoria, also nade 2 quick 0111 on
Jack Riscley but unfortunately time did not permit 2 full get=together,

We fclt,about I2 nonths ago,when Jack Riseley was transferred from
Western Australia that we had gained a firsteclass member. We were nore than correct.
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Jack was very popular. However,hu was suddenly posted-back’
to the Jest. | Phones buzzed and a hurried farewell was arranged. “He rcgr&t we hadn't time
to Jdo things on a big scalc for Jack but Bill Taylor and his good wife were able to go to
the train to see Jack and his wife offi ‘Our:loss is the W.A.Fllght's gain,

Jacl Paridin's Success.ﬂt the rccent Royal. Show,Jack Parkin who now has 2 Stud
Farn at Horphett Vale,won the Junior Chanplonshlp with. his Berkshire Boar ot his. first:
attonpt ot IZxhibition. Jack is now Vice Chaiman of the local Agrlculturﬁl “Agsociation
Branch, '

The Opal Hunter. Sid Bortran is away again at Coober Pé&y'aftér the dlusive opal,

After the wor Sid mad a successful attenpt in this field and really brought heme the
bncon. ‘

Crow-Zaters' Couwientary (Conts)

The Mhrrgy Floods.n Ny

Squadronvprs were g01ng up in strength again reobntly to

Renwark to assist Ian Showell with his flood troubles but it appears that the Governmont
equipnent wag not ready for the project in nind;so the trip fell through. - Both Ian and
Fred Barnett of Jervois can be assured that if our WSSlStaan can be used "t wny tine we

will snswer the call. «
+ Functions and Do's.

While our organised functions have beén quiet of late,our

members get together regularly both ot private functions and such fixtures as Bomber ‘
Command Dinner,iir Force Week functions,and an 000331onal golf "Do" with other clubs. Also
of* course we have representatlon on Legacye

Our next function is a Big Picnic at Natlonal Park on Sunday November 25th.
L good mnovel progrzmme has been drawn up with emphasis on the childréns  Thesé outings,
complete with a large griller,are very popular particularly ﬂmld such 1deal surroundlngs—-
to oy nothing of the wooden barrel we. surrounds . ‘ o

o Meetlngs and Eprdltlons' A Ceneral: Meetlng of all mcmbers is, to be hcld,at Ron.
Badger'c premlses on December Tth. to alscuss future outlngs and Club pollcy.,: Quite a
fow S.AJFlight members arc hopeful of: going to the Sydney Reunlon. ThlS function’ is
always discussed at- every get-togcther,uo we are kecplng our flngers crossed in the hope
tht the wind and tide.will be in our favour.

-

EDITORIAL,
HERE'S TO US !

o : 458 Squadron has active Flights wherever the numbers are
sufficient. Wb have all the marks of encrgj and achievement:Federal Union;
. M1-Statgs Reunions;Dances,Picnics, Squadron badges for lapels and carsjcricket
caps;a nuwspaper'statloﬁery,blazer budgcs and, now comlng up,Squadrqn Tles.
: Tﬂxﬂs like us ?
2. Ve must scc to it that we- kecp 1t up. To mw;ntaln takes
_leso d01ng than to create but it' is also easy to slip. back.,A What should we
do ? Attend the functions the Flights organise for ‘us:pay our- yuarly dues;
stond for office;be réady to 'do a bit of work. If.we hold office,sec to it

that we hand over to somcone compotent when we step ~down. Mwsys remember
the old friends of Holme-lnpthe-Snow,Shallufd,Protv1llb Gibraltar:--and also
the newer friends of ‘the living 458 in the Sydney,Melbourne,fdelaide,Brisbane
‘Perth,Robinvale and London of tho po"t-war years., . So we preserve 458,the
1ncompartole.'

3+ And so,w Mcrry Chrlstmas and a Happy I957 to you all,
Lodics and Gentlemen !

AUTEORTSED by the EDITOR (Peter ilexander),Box 5289, GePeOs , Sydney , NeSe e y AUSTRALIA,

.

‘The Squadron Sccrctary,

458 3quadron Council,

Boz 5289,G.P. O.,oydAgy,N Selle
/ JSHRALIAQ

Pleasc find hcrcw1th the amount of 5/« being my subocriptlon for 1957 for
458 3CQULDRON KEWS, £ underst-nd you will notify:nmy Flight Secrutany thqt I
flnan01al wnd nake any nceessary “dJuotments with hlm. ;
ME. ooooo agouo‘oooqtdd’con‘



